
EXECUTION OF SENTENCES OF COURTS IN NATIVE STATES ACT 1847 

ACT No V OF 1847 

(Rep., Act 8 of 1863) 

[10th April 1847.] 

Passed by the Hon’ble the President of the Council of India in Council on the 

10th April 1847, with the assent of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of 

India. 

An Act to facilitate the execution of the sentences of Courts established by the 

authority of the Governor General in Council for the administration of Criminal 

Justice in States or Territories administered by Officers acting under the authority 

of the East India Company. 

I. It is hereby enacted, that within the Territories subject to the Government of 

the East India Company and without the local limits of the Jurisdiction of Her 

Majesty’s Courts of Judicature, the several Officers in charge of Jails shall be 

competent to give effect to any sentence that may be passed by any Court 

established or that may be established by the authority of the Governor General of 

India in Council for the administration of Criminal Justice in States or Territories 

administered by Officers acting under the authority of the East India Company, 

although such States or Territories are not subject to the Government of any one of 

the Presidencies of Fort William in Bengal, Fort St. George or Bombay, or are not 

subject to the operation of the General Regulations. 

II. And it is hereby enacted, that a warrant under the Official Seal and Signature 

of the Officer or Officers exercising Criminal Jurisdiction within such States or 

Territories as aforesaid shall be sufficient authority for holding any prisoner in 

confinement, or for transmitting any prisoner for transportation beyond Sea, or for 

inflicting any other punishment prescribed therein. 

III. And it is hereby enacted, that if any Officer in charge of a Jail shall 

entertain any doubt as to the legality of any warrant sent to him for execution under 

this Act, or as to the competency of the person or persons whose Official Seal and 

Signature may be affixed thereto to pass the sentence and issue such warrant, such 



Officer shall refer the matter to the  Government to which he is subject, by whose 

order on the case such Officer and all other public Officers shall be guided as to 

the future disposal of the prisoner, and that pending any such reference, the 

prisoner shall be detained in custody in such manner and with such restrictions or 

mitigations as may be specified in the warrant. 

IV. And it is hereby enacted, that the provisions of the existing Acts and 

Regulations, and all other rules in force for the treatment and security of prisoners 

confined in the said jails, shall apply and be of equal force and effect in the case of 

prisoners confined therein under this Act as in the case of other prisoners confined 

therein. 
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