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- ACT No. IIT or 1855.

PassEp By tuE Lmestative CouNci oF INDIA.  «

(i Re_ceivecj the dss,ént_:of the. “Governor-iGenerdl onfrtﬁﬁe' 27rd Febrdary 1855,/

< Ax Acr jbr ‘the' better preventwn Qf deserzwn ﬁom the Indmn Nav .

VVHEREAS it is expe(hent to- amend and extend the laws n force for ap- o
* prehending and detalmng deserters from the Indian Navy

P,reamble.',’ . 5
: . and‘for punishing - persons who ald and encourage such

- desertion; Itis hereby enacted as follows —

. I. Artlcle 4 of a Rule, Ordmance, and, Regulatlon for the Po1t of |
" Repeal of Article + Bombay, passed by the Gove1n01 in. Councﬂ and regis-
o 3’%“_13’ Ordi=  tored in the Court of the Rocorder on the 11th day of -
egulation
of July 1820, o July 1820, is« hereby repealed m so_far as it relates to
Seamen of the Tndian Navy ,
- ‘Whoever, directly or md1rect1y, 1nst1gates or procures any Ofﬁcer,
Penalty for instiga- Seaman, or other person belongmg to the Indian Navy to “ﬁ
tingdesertion from the  Jegert, or knowing. that any Officer, Seaman, or other
oMn Navy or con-
cealing deserter. - person belonging to the Indian Navy is about to desert,
assists him in deserting ; or knowmg any Officer, Seaman, o,r other person
belongmg to the Indian Navy to be a deserter, harbours, conceals, or assists
in concealing such deserter, shall, for every such oﬁ’ence, be liable to a fine not
exceeding one thousand Rupees.
ITL. Ifit shall appear that a deserter has been concéaled on Doard any .
Penalty on Master in ~ Merchant Vessel, and that the Master or person in charge
(s}:ﬁ:;nb(: a?;ic;ﬁﬁddgn' of such Vessel for the time being, though ignorant of the
boaxd. his ship. fact of such concealment, might have known of the same
but for some neglect of his duty as such Master or person, or for the want of

proper discipline onboard his Vessel, such Master or person shall be liable

to a fine not exceeding five hundred Rupees. Provided always that no con- -

viction for such minor offence as is lastly hereinbefore described, shall be law- -
' ful
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ful-tnless the same shall be stated in the charge which the party is called
'upon to onewor; and in such charge it shall be-lawful to state in the alter-
" Chargemay bein the native that the party has either knowmgly harboured or
-~ alternative. . ~concealed a’desertér on board his Vessel, or has, by neglect
vof” duty, or by reason of -the want of ‘proper dlselphne on board the Vessel,
allowed suoli deserte1 to'be so concealed I '

IW Any pe1 son, ‘whethera’ Eulopean British subject or not, who- shall
o - be’ guﬂty of an offenice pumshable urider’ this Act, shall
~ be pumshable for the same by any Justice of the Pgace
for anV of the Presidency Towns of Calcutta,’ Madras and BOmbay, or for any

of the Settlements of” ]?nnee of Wales’ Island S1n0apo1 e, and Malacoa
‘Magistrate, J omt Maglstrate or person lawfully ‘exercising the powers ‘of a
"’\Tagm’uate in any Port “within the territories of the East India Compamr

W1th1n Whose JuI‘lSdlCthll the oﬂ'ence may have been eommltted or such per-

son may have been. apprehended or found ‘whether the offence shall have
“been oommltted W1tlun the local hnnts of ‘the JurlSdlCtIOll ‘of"such officér or

not; and any person hereby made pumshable by a J ustlce of the Peaee, shalt
be pumshable on summar y conv1ot10n

 Jurisdietion. -

V. No conviction, orde1 or judgment of any Justlee of the Peacey

Conviction o be ’shall be quashed for error of fo1m or plooedure but only
| gggsl,legou‘nm;f cg;ev‘llgs on the merits ; and it shall not be necessary to state on
, ton, &o.© . the face of the convietion, order, .or judgment, the evi-
dence on which 1t ploceeds but the depos1t10ns taken, or a copy of th
shall be 1eturned with the conviction, order, or Judglllent in obedience to: any‘
writ of 'certiorari ; and if. no_jurisdiction appears on the face of the conviction,
ordeér, or _]udgment but the depos1t10ns taken supply that defect, the con-
vmtlon, 01de1 or pdgment shall e aided by What S0 appears in. such,
depos.ltlons

VI Notlnng n ﬂns Aet con’ccuned shall plevont ‘any Justice of the
Smmg of procco- Peace, Maglstlate or other Ofﬁce1 havmg authonty n
ings under Act No. that behalf, from oomnnttm@ for trial any person who
“shall ‘be charged with- an offence ‘pumnishable under Aot
"\To XIV of 1849, or any?'bthu Act hereaftér to be in force, notw1thstand1no
‘ ‘ that such offence may be also punishable under this Act. |
Provided that no 1)1oeeed1ngs shall ‘have been had against
* such person in respect of the same offence under this Aect.
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VIL.  Whenever, on .information given on"oath or solemn. affirmation,
+ where by law a solemn affirmation may be used instead of
Commander—m Chlef

of Indian Navy, “&c,  an oath, to the Commande1 in-Chief of the Indian Navy,
may issue Warrants for

“apprehension of de- Or.other person who shall be in the” performanoe of the du-

serters. - -

- ties of Superintendent-of the Indian Navy, or his Deputy,

' or, in their absence, to the Senior Officer of the- Indian Navy at any Port or

place within the territories of .the Tast Indla Company, _'Wthh oath -or affirm-

,atlon the several: persons above named shall sevelally under ‘this Act have

power to admmlster or Wheneve1 “on .such 1nf01mat10n as aforesaid, given to

.. any Justice of the Peace, Magls’mate J oint Magistrate, or person lawfully exer-
cising the. powérs of a Magistrate, havmg jurisdiction within such Port or place,

there shall appear: reason to suspect that any Officer, Seaman or other per-
son belonging to. the Indlan Navy, who may. hawe deserted or be absent with-

- ..out leave, is-on. boald any. Shlp‘z Vessel, or Boat or 1s concealed on shore at
wany such, Port or place within the terutones of the Dast Ind1a Company it

shall be lawful for such, Commander in-Chicf of the Indlan Navy, or person
performing the dutles of Superlntendent of the Indian Navy, or his Deputy,
or such Senior Officer, or Justice of the Peaoe Mag1strate ‘Joint Magistrate,

¢ or-person’ 1anu11y exercising the powers of a Magistrate as aforesald to -issue

,\'“’a Warrant authonzmg the pelson or persons to whom such Warrant may be

”'add1essed to’ enter 1nto and search, at any time of the day or night, any such . -
.Shrp, V eSSel or Boat or any house or place on shore, and to apprehend any .

such Ofﬁoel Seaman or person belonging to the Indian Navy, and to detgin -

‘Qnm in oustody m orde1 to his bemg dealt with aocordrng to Law

VHI - The. Wanant to be 1ssued under the pleoedmg Sectlon may be
~addressed .to any person in the Indian Navy, or to all

~

- Warrant to whoin t0

" be addressed, and by Constables Peace Officers, and other persons who may be

hom to be executed. ) ) :
Twhom Bo be exeet bound to execute the Warrant of any Justice of the Peace,

Magistrate, Joint Magistrate, or “person lawfully exerolsmg the powers of a
Mag1st1ate, and aotmg in the exeoutmn of this Act; and all such persons
shall be bound to execute, pe1f01 m, and obey such Warrant

IX. Every. person who shall be apprehended as a dese1te1 from the

Indian Navy, under any Warrant under the 7th Section

Persons app)ehend : . . N
ed how to be dealt of this Act, shall be brought without delay before a Jus-
wieh, &e. tice of. the Peace, Magistrate, Joint Magistrate, or person
lawfully exercising t& powers of a Magistrate in or near the place wherein
such
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such person shall have been arrested, who shall- examine .such. person, and if

‘he Shall e sulisfied, either by the confession of such person or the testimony
‘of one or more withess or witnesses, or by his own knowledge, that such

person is a deserter from the Tndian Navy, shall cause him to be placed on
board some Vessel of the Indian'Navy, in order that he may be dealt with

,aeeordmg to law ; and.if thele shall be no such- Vessel In or-near the place

wherein such’ deselter shall have been applehended shall cause such deserter
to: be conveyed to ‘the nearest. or most convenient- prlsou, and to be - detained
there until he can be placed on board a Vessel of the Indlan Navy for such
purpose as aforesa1d ‘and in every case in which any person shall be com-

- mitted to -prison as aforesaid, the committing Magistrate shall transmit an
account - thereof to the Commander -in-Chief of the Indian Navy or to the

Officer commandmg some Vessel of the Indian Navy, and every person 80

: eomlmtted to prison, shall be ent1tled to h1s dlsehalge from. eustody under
‘such commitment, unless within three months f1 om the date theleof he shall
on the requlsltlon of the said Commander sin-Chief, or such other Officer as

aforesaid, have been- placed on board one of the = Vessels. of the Ind1an Navy

* in order.that hie: may be dealt Wlth accordmg to Law.




