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PASSED BY T H E  LEGISLATIVE @OUP;CIL O F  INDIA. 
" 

(Received the asseit oJ" the Goverfzor Gene~al on fhe 29th daz~a7.y 1958.) 

:, AN ACT t o h f i o r i z e  ;t&idmpl~sSn;(:enf' off;arfisans .qaldi..(u6~ 
BuiEdil;ys for the European Tboops in India, 
reyuiredfor HiZitary purposes. 

WHEREAS, in consequence of the necessity which exists of completing 
without delay sufficient Buildings for the accommodation 

Preamb1~. 
of the European Troops in India, and of the diffic~zlty 

sf procuring miithout compulsion a sufficient number of artisans and laborers 
for that purpose, i t  is expedient to authorize as a temporary measure the 
impressment of such artisans and laborers as may be necessary ; and whereas 
i t  may be necessary to impress artisans and laborers for the performance of 
works urgently required for Military purposes or for the defence of public 
property; It is enacted as i'oSolloas :-- 

I. I n  any District or place to which the provisions of this Act shall 
be extended by order of the Governor General in Council 

" Government may au- 
thorize Officers to im- or 'of the Executive Gosernment of any Presidency OT 
press native artisans &c. 
in Districts or places to place, i t  shall be lawful for any Officer or Officers, autho- 
which this Act be rized in that behalf by the Governor General in Council extended. 

or 'by such Executive ~okainrnent  as aforesaid, to 'im- 
press any nstive artis&ns and laborers who, in the judgment of such Officer 
or Officers, may be he&ssq for the erection, completion, alteratioul, or repair 
of any Building required for the accommodation of European Troops, or for 
the collectionn, preparation, or manufacture of materials for that purpose, or 
for any other work connected with the erection, 'completion, alteration, or 
repair of such Building ; and also to impress such boats, carts, bullocks, or 
other animals as may be necessary in that behalf : and any such artisan or 
laborer, boat, cart, bullock, or other anima,l may be so impressed, whethe] 
such artisen or laboser shall be under a contract to work for, or srach boat, 
cart, bullock, or other animal shall have been previously let to hire to, any 
private peiaon or not ... : . 

,, . ,:. ~. 
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ACT No. VP OF 1338. 

XI. K O  action or other proceeding shall be commenced or lirosecuted 

. No action or other against the East India Company, or against Govern- 
proceeding tolieagainst ment, or against the Officer ordering the impressment, or Government, or against 
the Officer ordering the against any person acting in his aid or under his orders, 
lmpressnlent, for any 
thing done in pursuance for any thing done in pursuance of this Act ; nor shall 
of this Act. any person ~vbo  shall be impressed, o r  whose property 
shall be impressed, under the provisions of this Act, or any other person, 

be liable to  any action or proceeding for the non- , Or against persoFsll,,d rt &,, 
I;mpressea, for br$aa@ 8 ,p~rforD.&h& 6f &,fi{$#t@wliich. h&%"Gdl gdvv &iteiga &'  a 'c e ;y{ % :  

contract. 
g to ,  and ~ ~ h i c h  he shall be prevented from completing :4[ by reason ok such IrnpresAent or of any tli& done under tlie authority 

of this Act. 

III. Every person impressed, or whose property shall be impressed, 
pail  nlarket-v&lue of under this Act, shall be paid the full market-value of 

labor or hire to be paid " 

in  respect of the person Xis labor, or of the hire df his property, as the case rnai 
Or p r i ~ e r t y  inlprissed. be, according to such rules as shall from time to time be 

- 

made by the Executive Government for securing the just and punctual pay- 
ment thereof; the amount ill case or dispute shall be settled by a Magistrate. 
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IV. If any person with whom any contract1 shall l i~ire been entered 
" 

Compensatiou to be iiito before the gassing of this Act, for the personal labor 
lllade for d a m a s  611s- Qr services of any person imp~essed under this or for 
tained by breach of 
conkact occasioned by the hire of any boat, cart, bullock, or other animal which 
impressment. may be' so impressed, shall sustain damage by reasbn of 
any breach of kuch 'contract occasioned Ly any such impressment, or of any 
thing done under the authority of this Act, he'shall be entitled to full com- 
pensation for sukh damage; to be paid by the ~overnment .  1 3 ,: 

n i k t  shill'send in to t h i  
orders the impressment 

tion to whom and how stating the terms of the contracl for tlie breach of whicb 
J he claims compensation, the date of the contract, the 

period for which the-contract was entered into, the amouht of advances (if 
any) made 'in p8rsuknce of the contract, the nature of the damage 
and the ambunt of 'compensation claimed. I 1 ,  I ,  



are true in substance. : I f  any person shall wilfully and corruptly make a 

punishment for false false declaration, he shall be liable upon conviction t o  im- 
decliration. prisonment, with or without hard labor, for '3 term 

not exceeding two yeaTq and also to fine. Such conviction may be by a 
*Magistrate, except in the case of European British subjects, 

VII. ]in case any dispute shall arise as to the amount of such coxnpensa- 
tion, the same shall be determined in a summary way by Disputes as to amonnf 

nlpenbatiollhowto $21 $%illah 3udge or other Officer exercising the powera etermined. '28 w\~.$~@,,. e a, .& , ,.. .tt, 4 4 & &  d 2 + A s  - , , ,%,,ri J ,, , &: 
of !a Judge on the petition' of the clalmarat or of the - 

Oficer under whose authority the impressment was made ; and the decision 
of the Judge or other Officer shall be final. 

1. BIII. If any person Impressed under this Act shall abscond or  con- 

Penalty for abscopd- 
ceal himself, or endeavor to abscond or conceal himself ; 

in after irnpres-ment, or shall without reasonable cause deserti the work upon 
,&sing to ,oh, kcs 

which he shall be employe$ by Government before the 
same shall have been col~pleted ; or shall refuse or wilfully neglect to 
bestow his labor upon such work to the best of his ability : or if any persona 
shall be guilty of any device for the purpose of preventing the impress- 
ment of any boat, Cart, bullock, or other animal-he shall be liable, upon 
conviction before a Magistrate, t o  a fine not exceeding fifty Rupees, and, in 
-case of non-payment of the fine, may be ordered by the Magistrate to suffer 

* corporal punishment not exceeding fifteen stripes with a ratan. Every such 
conviction shall be final. 

ZX. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed t o  autho- 
Act not to authorize 

the corporal punishment rke  the infliction of corporal p 
of Europeans or females. 

European or upon any female. ' ' 

X. No aetidn dl.' .otlier proceeding shall 'de brought ' or p 

Impressments made 
'against the East India Company, or against Government, 

prior to the passing of or against any person, for any impressment before tho 
this Act. 

passing of this Act for any work or other matter for 
which impressment is authorized by this Act ; nor against any person for the 
breach of any contract occasioned by any such impressment. Every person 

who shall have been impressed, or whose property* shall 
Compensation. 

%have been impressed, before the passing of this Act, or 
who shall have sustained damage by 



ACT Xo. V% OF 1858. 

' occasioned by such impressment, shall be entitled to the same payment or 

compensation, to  be settled or ascertained iq $he same manqqr5 9s it thia A 
f, ' " ": * 

had be6diin fbic#ht thd ti&ebf such impressment. 

~ c t  to apply to per- XI. The provisions of this Act shall extend to any 
formance of works ur- 

ently requked for Mi- works urgently required for Military purposes or for the 
Etav purposes &o. defence of public property. 

XII. The word " Magishrate" shall include every person exercising the 

I , lnbTretat$on of full ppwer~ of a Magistra&, d d  every' persoxi a&ihorized 
i t  

word " by the Executive Government to exercise the powers 
vested in a Magistrate by this Act. 

XIII. Tbis Act shall not authorize any impressment to be made 
after the expiration of a i s  months from the passing of 

Dmabian of Act,* this .Act. 


