ACT No. VI or 1858.
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Psssep ey tar LeersLative CouxciL or Inpia.

{ Received the assent of the Governor General on the 29th January 1858.)

| * - . s 3 : . « .
v ANCAcr to-authorize. tﬂe“zmpr‘éssm‘ent ofartisans and:laborers . fortheerection. of;

Buildings for the Buropean Troops n India, a;zal’ for works urgently -
requared for Military pwrpos@s

WHEREAS, in consequence of the necessity Whmh exists of completing
without delay sufficient Buildings for the accommodation
of the Kuropean Troops in India, and of the difficulty
of procuring without compulsion a sufficient number of artisans and laborers
for that purpose, it is expedient to authorize as a temporary weasure the
: i_tapressment of such artisans and laborers as may be necessary ; and whereas
it may be necessary to impress artisans and laborers for the performance of ‘
works urgently required for Military purposes or for the defence of public
property ; It is enacted as follows :— '

Preamble.

1. TIn any District or place to which the provisions of this Act shall
be extended by order of the Governor General in Council
Government may aus

horins Officors to im. 0t of the Executive Glovernment of - ‘any Presidency or

press mative ;‘?;;i’;;ﬁf) place, it shall be lawful for any Officer or Officers, autho-
which, this Ach may be; rized in that behalf by the Governor Gieneral in Council
e by such Tiscutive Government as aforesald ’oo m~

press any native artlsans a;nd lafborels who, in the Judgment of ‘such Officer
or Officers, may be necessary for the erection, completion, alteration, or repair
of any Building required for the accommodation of European Troops, or for
the collection, preparation, or manufacture of materials for. that purpose,. or
for any other work connected with the erection,,completion, alteration, or.
- repair of such Building ; and also to impress such boats, carts,- bullocks,. or
other animals as may be necessary in that behalf: and any such artisan or
~laborer, boat, cart, bullock, or other animal may be so impressed, whether -
such artisan ~or-laborer shall be under a contract to work for, or such boat,”
cart, bullock, or other animal shall have been previously let to hire to, any
~ private person or not.-- » - |
~II. No




I

No action or other
‘proceeding to lie against
Government, or against
the Officer mdennw the
impressment, for any.
thing done in pursuance

of this Act. ;
shall be 1mpressed

g Or. ag amqt

ilmprebsed ‘for bléaeh of

contract.

by reason of sach
of this Act.
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I\o ac’rlon or other proceedmo shall be commenced or prosecuted
agalnqt the Hast India Company, or against Govern-
ment, or against the Officer ordering the impressment, or.

agamst any person acting in his aid or under his orders,
for any thmg done in pursuance of this Act; nor shall
any person who shall be impressed, or Whos.e property
’nder the provisions of this Act, or any other person
o liable to any action or proceedmg for. the non-

,Lnto and which he shall be prevented from completlng
1mpressment or of any uhan‘ done under the authonty

. L Every person impressed, or whose property shall be 1mpreqsed

Full market-value of
¢ Ilabor or hire to be paid
in respect of the person
or property impressed,

under this Act, shall be paid the full market—value of
is labor, ‘or of the hire of his proper‘c}, as the cage may

be, according to such rules as shall from time to time be

made by the Executive Government for securing the just and punctual pay-

ment thereof ; the

Iv. If any

Compensatwu to:, b
made for damage: sus-
tained by breach i of
" contract occasioned .-by
impressment.

any breach of *§uch “contract occasionéd by any such” impressment, or'of .any
thing done under the authorlty of th1s Act he‘*shall ‘oe ‘

Claims for compensa-
tion to whom and how
to be preferred. ..

pany claim.

Declaration to accom-

e amount, in case of dispute shall be settled by a Magistrate,

person’ with whom ary contract shall have been entered
into beforé the passing of this ‘Act, for the personal labor
‘Gi"servicesTof any person impressed under this Act, or for
the hiré of ‘any boat, cart; bullock; or othér animal which
Hay be*so impressed, shall-stistain: ‘damage by resson of

' tltled to' full corn-

he 1mpressment shall’ be made, a written ‘demand
stating the terms of the contract for the breach of which

, khe claims “compensation, ‘thedate “of -the contract,; the
“ pemod for Whlch ther COIltlaCt was 'entered mto -ﬂ'the Jamount” of adx’ances (1f ,
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are true in substance. ; If any person shall wilfully and corruptly make a

Punishment for false false declaration, he shall be liable upon conviction to im-
decldration. pmsonmen‘t with or without hard labor, for a term
not exceeding two years and also to fine. Such conviction may be by a
"Maglstrate, except in tbe case of European Br1t1sh ‘subjects,

VII. Incase any dlspute shall arise as o the amotunt of such compensa-

Disputes s to amount t:op the game shall be determlned in a summary way by

of compensatiox
be’ detelmlned 1
, Judge on the petition”of the claiman

Officer under whose au’thorlty the impressment was made ; and the decision
of the Judge or other Ofﬁcer shall be final. '

- VIIL If any person meressed under this Act shall abscond or con-
ceal himself, or endeavor to abscond or conceal himself ;
Penalty for abscond-

in? after impresrment, 0T .shall Wlthout reasonable:ca,:use desert the work upon
éusn.l-g o wmkf % which he shall be employed by Government before the
same shall have been completed; or shall refuse or wilfully neglect to
bestow his labor upon such work to the best of his ability : or if any person
shall be guilty of any deviece for the purpose of preventing the impress-
-ment of any boat, ¢art, bullock, ‘or other animal2-he shall -be liable, upon .
conviction before a Magistrate, to a fine not exceeding fifty Rupees, and, in
‘case of non-payment of the fing, may be ordered by the Magistrate to suffer
” corporal punishment not exceeding fifteen stripes Wl‘ch a ratan. Every such
convwmon shall be, Mfipal. o , ; ‘

T ' Ly
i

IX N ot'bmo in thls Act shaﬂ be deemed to autho»=

Act not to authorize |
the corporal punishment - ¥ige -the- mﬂmtmn “of ‘corporal punishment - upon any

of Europeans or females.

European or upon any female.

X. No a,ctmn f'or other proceedmg shall e brought” or pro&ecuted
agmnst the Fast India Company, or against Government,
Impxessments mad

prior to the passing of - OF against any person, for any impressment before:the

this Act. _
© ‘passing of this Act for any.work or other matter:for
which impressment is authorized by this Act ; nor-against.any person for.the
breach of any contract occasioned by any such impressment.::- Every person
~who shall have been impressed;<or whose: property-shall
~have been - impressed, before the passing of this Act, or
who shall have: susta,med da.maoe by reason of any breach of contract

Compensation.

Dol

i en, T Ll saianieeii el i occasmnﬂd
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occasioned by such 1mpressment shall be entitled to the same pa,} ‘ment or

compensation, to be settled o rtained i
" of such i impre sment

XL The prowswns of this Act shall extend to any

. Ach to apply fo per=
f‘;;“sﬁ“iiqsigy’ﬁf sy works urgently sequired for Military purposes o for the

itary purposes &¢. defence of public property.

X1I. The Word “ Magistrate” shall mcIude every person exercising the
Interpretatmn of e’ 1&« full powers of a Magistrats; aind ‘every person”alibhorize
word « Magistrate.™ by the Hxecutive (lovernment to exercise the powers
vested in a Magistrate by this Act.

XIII. 'This Act shall not authorize any impressment to be made

’ after the expiration of six months from the passing of
Duration of Adh
this Act.




