
ACT No. V'ILI OF 1865. 
f 

P~SSED EY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA 1 N  COUNCII,. 

(Received the assent of the Goue~*nor- Gelzegnal on the 24th Peb~zcavy 1865). 

t An Act  to give efect  to Rules fold Ihe nzanagement and prese14vatio8 of Govrma- 
nzefst Forests. 

T '  IT HEREAS i t  is expedient that Eules having the force of iaw should be made 

Preamble. from time te time for the better managemeat and preservatiol~ 
of E'orests wherein rights are vested in Her Majesty for the 

purposes of the Government of India ; It is enacted as follows :- 

Iuterpr,etatiou Clause. 
1. I n  t,his Act,'unless there be something repugnant in 

the subject or context- 

" Government Forests" shall mean such land covered with trees, brusliwood 

'LGovern~nent Forests." 
or jungle, as sllall be declared in accordance ~ v i t h  the secolld 
Section of this Act to be subject to its provisions. 

" Magistrate" shall mean the Chief Officer charged with tile Executive ad- 
ministration of a district or place in  criminal matters by what- " Magistrate." 
ever clesignation such Officer is called, and shall include any 

person invested by the Ilocal Governinent with the powers of a Magistrate or of a 
subordi~late Magistrate as defined in  the Cocle of Criminal Procedure, with a view 
to the  exercise by lliin of such powers ~ulcler this Act. 

And i11 every part of British India in ~ ~ l l i c b  this Act operates, "Local Govern- 
n~ent"  denotes the persons authorized to adn~inister Executive 

Llocal Go~~ernment. ' '  
Governnlent in such part;, and inclucles the Chief Commissioner 

of any part of British India under the iillillediate adnlinislration of the Governor- 
General of India in Couizcil whenever such Cllief Coillniissioner is authorized by 
the G o T - ~ P ~ G ~  Geilerai in Council to csercise tlic p o ~ ~ e r s  or ;I Local Gover~lillellt 
under this Act. 

2. 7'ilc G ~ v e ~ i ~ o r - G - e n e r d  of' I.ndia in Coullc.il ~vit,lliil t.11~ l'ro\~inces uilder 
his i~nmediate ncJininisLrxtioi1, t ~ u d  tllc T~ocal Govenlmeiits 

Govcrnor-Gcncl.sl in 
(;o,ll,cil nlld 6I1e ~ , ~ ~ : , l  ~vitllill the !Uer1.ito~ies under their control, m:iy, 133' l~otificntion 
Gorc l~~~n ien t s  mny rcn- 
der certain la!~ris sub- in the Official G;lzet'ie, rendel. sulkject to llic p~ovisions of illis 
icct to t.llc ~ra ' : i-  Act, sucll lalli\ c o v c l , e ~  \ \-i~ll  ~ ) I . U S ~ I \ ~ - U O ~ ,  01' jullg.]e,:a.s 
sions-of this Act. 

e i 1 ' I ;  r e  I .  c 1  i c t i o  : !':~~:,icicc! 
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that  sue11 nolilicalion sllall not abridge or affect any existing rights of indivi- 
duals or communities. 

3. For t l ~ e  nlanageinent and pre~erva~tion of any Government Forests or any  
part thereof in the Territories under their control, the Local 

Local Governments 
lURV make Rules for Governments may, subject to the confirmation hereinafter men- 
lnailagement and pre- tioned, make Rules in respect of the matters hereinafter declared, servation of Forests, 
andforreglllating the and from time to time may, subject to the like confirn~ation, 
conduct of persons em - 
ployed on them. repeal, alter, and amend the same. Such Rules shall not be 

r e ~ u g n a n t  to any lam in force. 
I 

What, may bc provid- 4. Rilles made in pursuance of this Act may provide 
ed for by Rules made 
in pursuance of tl,is for the following nlatters :- 
ac t .  

fl7.sl.-The preservation of all growing trees, shrubs, and plants, wi t l~ in  
Government Forests or of certain kinds only---by prohibiting the rnarl<iilg, girdling, 
felling, and lopping thereof, and all kinds of injury thereto ; by prol~ibiting the 
kindling of fires SO as to endanger such trees, shrubs, and plants ; by prohibiting; 
the collecting and removing of leaves, fruits, grass, wood-oil, resin, wax, honey, 
elel)hants' tusks, horns, skins and hides, stones, lime, or any natural produce of 
such Forests ; by prohibiting tlie ingress into and thle passage tlwough such Forests, 
except on authorized roads and paths ; by prohibiting cultivatioi~ and the burning of 
lime and charcoal, aud the grazing of cattle witliin such Forests. 

Xeco7zcl.-The regulation of the use of streams and- cqnals passing througll 
or coining from Government Forests or used for the transport of timber or other the 
produce of such Forests-by prohibiting the closing or blocking up for any pur- 
poses ~vhatsoever of streams or canals used or required for the transport of timber or 
Forest produce :, by prohibiting the poisoning of or otherwise interferiilg \vith 
streains alld waters in Governillent Forests in such a manner as to render the water 
unfit for use ; by regulating and restricting the mode by which timber shall be 
~e rmi t t ed  to be floated down rivers flowing through or from Government Forests 
and removed from the same ; by autliorizing the stoppage of all floating tiniber a t  
certain Stations on such rivei*s within or without the limits of Government Forests - 

for tlle purpose of levying the dues or revenues lawfully payable thereon ; by autllor- 
iz i~ig t l i c  collccti~ig of' all timl~er nrlrift on sncll rircrs, anti the dic,po~aI nt '  tlie 
:,'1111e ; J C ' ; U I I ~ ~ ~ L ~  io tile Cioverniuc~i~. 

(/'I!i./d.-.-.--!Clle safe ctaljt,o(ly el' tinlbcr the prodtlce of Gorcr~~.mc.~l t  Fore~ts- . - . . l ,~  
regului.ir~;; tile lnanilel. in \\:liicli tirnl,er, ljeiug the produce of Go\.crninent; Forests, 
s'hn11 lit: fcil1r.d i,!. con\re~*tcd ; i,lyol.Lil)it.ng convi:r:.inji or cultirlg i:l.tti j~ic;ci:s 

or 1)urnii-ig of an  77 timber, or. tlic disljosai of sficll tillibcr by sn!z o r  ~tllcl.;;.is::, I;-< :in!- 

;,c:xc,:\ !-!?! f!:? lnv~fi l l  ~\y~lc;l .  ::,!?!\ t;n?l,pl.j 9~ ?!?! :)~!-i:!~ pi, 1jp7/lnlf'r!f +lii) cj\c.-:;;.:.; l : i r  

SC:J\ i l l  ~t t:; I I :: -, 
I .  

I t '  
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regulating the mariner in whicl  property-marks shall be a%xed t o  timber allit 
other Forest produce i11 Government Forests ; by prohibiting the affixing of pro- 
perty-marlis to timber by ally person not the  owner of the  timber or acting on 
behalf of the  owner, so long as sucli timber shall be within certain territorial limits, 
or shall be in transit ou certain rivers ; by prohibiting within certain territorial 
limits the effacing or a,lteration of property-marks on timber; by prohibiting, 
within suc!~  limits, the  use of the property-marks enlployed lsy the Government, 
or the fraudulent use of the property-marks of private persons ; by requiring the 
 egistr try withiu certain territorial limits of ilnplelnents for affixing property-marks 
on tilllber ; by directing the levying of fees for the  registration of such imple- 
ments. 

Foz~'~*tlz.--. The. regulation of the duties of the  Governnlent OEcers and establish- 
ments chxrged with the  nla,nageillent and conservancy of Government Forests and 
with t\le levy of Forest dues and revenues-by prohibiting their engaging in any 
employment or ofice other than their duties as pulslic servants ; by fixing penalties 
for the wilful neglect of the  Rules laid down for the  guidance of such persons i n  
all matters connected ~vitl i  the guarding of the  boundaries of the  Forests, the  
marking, girdling or felling of trees, the marking 2nd passiug of timber, the  re- 
porting and prevellting of offences against the  Rules made in pursuance of this Act 
and the collecting of Forest dues or revenues. 

6 .  I n  cases where the penalty of coi~fiscation is not provided by this  Act, the  

Power to ~~~~l c ~ ~ .  Local Government may prescril~e punishments f6r the infringe- 
to prescribe ment of Rules made in pursuance thereof, by fine not exceeding pu11ishrnent.s for in- 

frlngelnentof Rules. five hundred rupees, and i n  default of payment of such fine may 
provide for the  inlprisonment of the  offender for such tern1 as is illentioned in the 
sixty-seventh Section of the Indian Penal Code. 

6. Xucll Eules when confirmed by the Goverilor General in  
Rules when confirllled 

al,d publislle~ to have Council and lsublished i n  the  Official Gazette shall liave the 
the force of law. force of law. 

7. All im1)leme~lts u.seil in infringing any of the Ilules made in pursuance of 
this Act, and all iimbcr or otller Forest procluce, reinoved o s  

Confiscntion il l  c;t.si. 
oi inCringcl~li.~~t o: attcmpcd to be ~cnloi-ecl, or marlred, con\~crt~cd, or cut up contrary 
12~1s~ .  ; t o  SUC'L; IIULcs, shall l,e currfiscatecl., 

8. Any Police Oficer or pcrsol~ cn~ployed n s  an Oflicer of Governn~ent t o  
~ r a ~ ( : i l t  i11fi.ingemeut of tlic 1Zules nmde ir). pursuance of this 

Arrest and sciZ1~r(: 
in caqc of infri1)gelbclit ~ c t  1112~ nrresi, any person infringing any of sucl). Itules, and may 
of 12ules. 

scixc an17 in:l~le!~rcrl!.s i7:i:d in suc l~  infi.ingeixcnt, n:ld nnyti1nl)cr 
liable .LI;. c;ojrGs,;a:j,fil:: ?,:~!c?.r:r th is  .h! c( 

9, A . J . \ ~  



ACT No. V I I  OF 1865. 3 9 

9. Any person arrested on the ground that he has committed an infringe- 

Procedure in case of ment of such Rules shall fortllwith be taken before a Magis- 
arrest. trate, who may, if he  see reasonable cause, order such person to 
be detained in custody until the case shall have been disposed of. 

w 

The causing or pro- 10. Where the doing of any act is made punishable by 
curing apuuishable act this Act,, or 11y ally of the Rules to be made in pursuance there- 
to be done is punishable 
in the same rnanrlw as of, with ally penalty, the causing or procuring such act to be 
the doiilg of the act. 

done shall be punishable in like manner. 

11. When any timber or other property shall be seized a,s liable to confis- 
cation under this Act, any Magistrate or Officer enzpo~verccl to 

Procedure in respect 
of property pized as enforce penalties under this Act within the district or divisioll 
liable to confiscation. of a district wherein the same nlzy be seized, may, upon informa- 
tion, sunlmon the person in possession of such timber or other property, and upon 
his appearance, or iu default thereof, may examine into the cause of the seizure of 

such timber or otbeY property, and n a y  adjudge the same to be confiscated and solcl 
on account of the Government. 

12. Any Tolice Officer or Officer of Qoverilnlent 17110 shall vexatiously and wnne- 

pellalt5, ~ o r v e x a ~ o u s  cessarilj~ seize the goods or chattels of any person under the pre- i i 
seizures and arrests. tence of seizing property liable to confiscitiion, or who shall vexa- i 
tiously and un~~ecessarily arrest person, or cornwit any other excess beyond what 
is required for the executioli of his duty, shall l ~ e  liable to a fine not esceecii~lg five 
llundred Rupees, or to imprison~l~ent of either description as defined i11 the Indian 
Penal Code for a tern1 not exceeding three months. 

13. All fines and penalties u~ider tlze Rules made in pursuance of this Act 
sllail be enforced by a Magistrate in the manner prescribed by 

Euforceinent of so11 - 
fiscations and pellaltim the Code of Criillinal Procedure, and the Rules therein con- 
under Rules. tailled for the trial of cases and for appeals shall be applicable 
to  confiscations under this  Act. 

14. When the co~lfiscatioll of property shall be adjudged under tlie last 

Property 0% confisca- preceding Section, the salnc shall thereupon belong to and vest 
tion to in Iier 31%- ill EIer illajesty? and a TT7arrant shiil! be issued by the C0~u.t 
jesty. 

to n I'o!ice OKcri. directinn .d hi111 to hold the prol~crty confiscated 

g 
15. .. \.\'l~cn any coufisc::.t.inn ov j~el;:ilty sllall be ndjudgged under this AcL, t l ~ c  ., 

cause, m a y  dirccl 

l',ocal (;os~crnmeuts lilti?, within threc mont,ils a-rtcr final judg- 
ment>, call for tllc p~oceedings of' the  case, and, if they sbd l  scc 

llrat tlle seizure or ally part' tl~ereof i ) ~  restored, iincl 1li:l.y reinit 
t l ? ~  pcl:rr1ty 07. pn~:t thereof; a.nd clil;ect; i:!lu.i Lile ~ f i ~ l i i l i ~ ~  jic di~c!i:~l;cr~J t, - , A *  

; 5: ' -:7 ,-, .,. I 8. I 
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16. No suit or other proceeding sha,ll be c~rn~mencecl 'against any person for 

Limitation of suits a l~y  Llring done in pursuance of this Act-;, without giving to such 
u d e r  this Act. person a month's previous notice in writing of llle illtended suit 
vr oLl~er proceeding and of thc cause thereof; nor after the expiratio9 of i,11 ~ H C !  

months from the accrual of the cause of suit or othor proceeding. 

t 
E Period within which 17. No charge of an offence under this Act shall be insti- 

cllarga Lo be Lr0ughL. tuted except within six months ait,er the commission of sucll 
J 

offence. 

18. This Act shall extend to all the Territories under llle irrlrrlediate admin- 
istration of the Government of India, and under the Govern- 

Exteut of Acs. 
inents of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, and the Pun- 

jab ; and i t  s!lall be la~vfnl for the Governors in Conncil of Madras and Bombay re- 
spectively, by notification in  the 0ffic;inl Gazette, to  ext'end this Act to tho  
Territorie,~ under  their respective Governmsntc. 

Com~uencemerit of 19. This A E ~  shall come into operation on the first day of 
act short Tit'e. May 1865, and may be cited as " The Government Forests, 

Act, 1865." 


