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ACT No. V1I or 1865.

Passed BY THE GOVERNOR-(GENERAL OF InNp1a 18 COUNCIL.

(Received the assent of the Governor-General on the 24th February 1865).

An Act to give effect to Rules for the management and preservation of Govern-
ment Forests.

WHEREAS 1t is expedient that Rules having the force of law should be made

Proamble from time to time for the better management and preservation
of Forests wherein rights are vested in Her Majesty for the
purposes of the Government of India; It is enacted as follows :—

Tnterpretation Clause. 1.. In this Act, }mless there be something repugnant in
‘ the subject or context—

. ~ ¢« (Government Forests” shall mean such land covered with trees, brushwood

» orjungle, as shall be declared in accordance with the second
**Government Forests. . . . . o
Section of this Act to be subject to its provisions.

“ Magistrate” shall mean the Chief Officer charged with the Executive ad-
ministration of a district or place in criminal matters by what-
ever designation such Officer is called, and shall include any
person invested by the Liocal Government with the powers of a Magistrate or of a
subordinate Magistrate as defined in the Code of Criminal Procedure, with a view
to the exercise by him of such powers under this Act.

And in every part of British India in which this Act operates, “Liocal Govern-
_ ment” denotes the persons authorized to administer Ixecutive
¢ Local Government.” . . . L.

Government in such part, and includes the Chief Commissioner

of any part of British India under the immediate administration of the Governor-

Greneral of India in Council whenever such Chief Commissioner is authorized by

the Governor General in Council to exercise the powers of a Loeal Government
~under this Act. ’

¢ Magistrate.”

2. The Governor-General of India in Council within the Provinces under

. - lis immediate  administration, and the Liocal Governmments

(o%?fc‘flxpn?idttie%%bﬂ vithin the Temitories under their control, may, by notification

g":i‘ﬁlc;‘g‘z;l‘:t;’fzﬁb\Iﬁj in the Official Gazette, vender subject to the provisions of this

iect  to  the provi-
sions of this Act. -

Act, such land covered with trees, brushwood, or jungle,as
they may define for the purpese by such nolification s Provided
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that sucl nolification shall not abridge or affect any existing rights of indivi.
duals or communities.

3. For the management and preservation of any Government Forests or any
part thereof in the Territories under their control, the Iiocal

Local Governments A . . .
may make Rales for Cfovernments may, subject to the confirmation hereinafter men-

management and pre- : , Ac Ant AF ol . .
Sorragon " of - Forests, tioned, make Rules in respect of the matters hereinafter declared,

and for regulativg the and from time to time may, subject to the like confirmation,
conduct of persons em-

ployed on them. ~ repeal, alter, and amend the same. Such Rules shall not he
repugnant to any law in force. ‘
\
What may be provid- 4. Rules made in pursuance of this Act may provide
ed for by Rules made ) . i
in pursance of this 10T the following matters . —
Act.

Hirst.—The preservation of all growing trees, shrubs, and plants, within

Government Forests or of certain kinds only—by prohibiting the marking, girdling,
felling, and lopping thereof, and all kinds of injury thereto; by prohibiting the

kindling of fires so as to endanger such trees, shrubs, and plants; by prohibiting
the collecting and removing of leaves, fruits, grass, wood-oil, resin, wax, honey,
elephants’ tusks, horns, skins and hides, stones, lime, or any natural produce of
such Forests ; by prohibiting the ingress into and the passage through such Forests,
except on authorized roads and paths ; by prohibiting cultivation and the burning of
lime and charcoal, and the grazing of cattle within such Forests.

Second.—The regulation of the use of streams and canals passing through
or coming from Government Forests or used for the transport of timber or other the
produce of such Forests—by prohibiting the closing or blocking up for any pur-
poses whatsoever of streams or canals used or required for the transport of timber or
Korest produce ; by prohibiting the poisoning of or otherwise interfering with
streams and waters in Government Forests in such a manner as to render the water
unfit for use ; by regulating and restricting the mode by which timber shall be
permitted to be floated down rivers flowing through or from Government Forests
and removed from the same ; by authorizing the stoppage of all floating timber at
certain Stations on such rivers within or without the limits of Government Forests
for the purpose of levying the dues or revenues lawfully payable thereon ; by author-
izing the collecting of all timber adrift on such vivers, and the disposal of the

same belonging to the Government. .

Tlird —The safe custody of timber the produce of Government Forests-—by
regulating the manner in which timber, being the produce of Government Forests,
shall be felled or converted ; by prohibiting the converting or culiing inte pieces

or burnitig of any timber, or the disposal of such timber by sale or etherwise, by any

person not the lawful owner of sneh fimber, or not eetine on behalf of the ow

regulating
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regulating the manner in which properby-marks shall be affixed to timber and
other Forest produce in Government Forests; by prohibiting the affixing of pro-
perty-marks to timber by any person not the ownerof the timber or acting on
behalf of the owner, so long as such timber shall be within certain territorial limits,
or shall be in transit on certain rivers; by prohibiting within certain - termtorial
limits the effacing or alteration of property-marks on timber; by prohibiting,
within such limits, the use of the property-marks employed by the Govérnment,
or the fraudulent use of the property-marks of private persons; by requiring the
registry within certain territorial limits of implements for affixing “property-marks
on timber ; by directing the levying of fees for the registration of such imple.
ments.

Fourth.—The regulation of the duties of the Government Officers and establish-
ments charged with the management and conservancy of Government Forests and
with the levy of Forest dues and revenues—Dby prohibiting their engaging in any
employment or office other than their duties as public servants ; by fixing penalties
for the wilful neglect of the Rules laid down for the guidance of such persons in
all matters connected with the guarding of the boundaries of the Forests, the
marking, girdling or felling of trees, the marking and passing of timber, the re-
porting and preventing of offences against the Rules made in pursuance of this Act
and the collecting of Forest dues or revenues.

5. In cases where the penalty of confiscation is not provided by this Act, the
Power to Local Goy-  Liocal Government may prescribe punishments for the infringe-
Eﬁﬁﬁfxei& preseribe  ent of Rules made in pursuance thereof, by fine not exceeding
fringement of Rules.  fiye hundred rupees, and in default of payment of such fine may
provide for the imprisonment of the offender for such term as is mentioned in the

sixty-seventh Section of the Indian Penal Code.

o 6. Such Rules when confirmed by the Governor General in
Rules when confirme . . . .

and published to have Council and published in the Official Gazette shall have the
the force of law. force of law.

7. All implements used in infringing any of the Rules made in pursuance of

this Act, and all timber or otlier Torest produce, reémoved or
[ Sonfisantion In caseytomped to be removed, or mavked, converted, or cut up contrary
¢ gome

Rules. to such Rules, shall be confiscated.

8. Any Police Officer or person employed as an Officer of Government to

Amest and seizme  prEvEnt infringement of the Rules made in pursnance of this
rrest and  sazZure

ir; sase of infringement A ctmay arrest any person infringing any of such Rules, and may
&) nies. v v o

seize any implements uged in such infringement, and any timber

iable to cond vnder this Aet,

9. Anv
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9. Any person arrested on the ground that he has committed an infringe-
Procedure in case of Ment of such Rules shall forthwith be taken before a Magis-

arrest. trate, who may, if he see reasonable cause, order such person to
be detained in custody until the case shall have been disposed of.

The causing or_pro- 10. Where the doing of any act is made punishable by
curing a punishable act  thig Act, or by any of the Rules to be made in pursuance there-
t0 be done is punishable . . .
in the same wanner a5 of, with any penalty, the causing or procuring such act to be

the doing of the act. . o
g done shall be punishable in like manner.

11. When any timber or other property shall be seized as liable to confis-

cation under this Act, any Magistrate or Officer empowered to

Procedure in vespect . . . - .. o
of property seized as enforce penalties under this Act within the district or division
liable to confiscation. ¢ district wherein the same may be seized, may, upon informa-
tion, summon the person in possession of such timber or other property, and upon
his appearance, or in default thereof, may examine into the cause of the seizure of

such timber or other property, and may adjudge the same to be confiscated and sold
on account of the Government.

12. Any Police Officer or Officer of GGovernment who shall vexatiously and ynne-
Penalty for vexations ~ Cessarily seize the goods or chattels of any person under the pre-
seizares and arvests. tence of seizing property lable to confiscation, or who shall vexa-
tiously and unnecessarily arrest any person, or commit any other excess beyond what
1srequired for the executionof his duty, shall be liable toa fine not exceeding five
hundred Rupees, or to imprisonment of either description as defined in the Indian
Penal Code for a term not exceeding three months.

13. Al fines and penalties under the Rules made in pursuance of this Act
. shall be enforced by a Magistrate in the manner prescribed by

Enforcement of con- oo .
fiscations and penalties  the Code of Criminal Procedure, and the Rules thercin con-

under Rules. tained for the trial of cases and for appeals shall be applicable
to confiscations adjudged under this Act.

14. 'When the confiscation of any property shall be adjudged under the last
Property on confisca- preceding Section, the same shall therenpon belong to and vest
;?“’? to vestin Her Ma- iy Fler Majesty, and a Warrant shall be issued by the Court
8Ly, - . : s . .
to a Pohice Officerdirecting hiin to hold the property confiscated
at the disposal of the liocal Government.

1B, When any confiscation or penalty shall be adjudged under this Act, the

’ N YO 2 b 1 2] 1 Nrec '*","2" o1 : 1 " o

Rewission of pencl- Tiocal Governments may, within three months after final judg
ties. ment, call for the proceedings of the case, and, if they shall sce

cause, mayv direct that the seizure or any part thereof be restored, and may remit
the penalty or part thereof, and direct that the offender be disch

ayred
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16. No suit or other proceeding shall be commenced against any person for
Limitation of suits alvylling done in pursuance of this Aet, without giving to such
under this Act. person a month’s previous notice in writing ol the intended suit
or obhier proceeding and of the cause thereof; nor after the expiration of three
months from the accrual of the cause of suit or othor proceeding.

Period within which 17. No charge of an offence under this Act sbull be insti-
charges to be brought.  tuted except within six months after the commission of such
offence.

18. This Act shall extend to all the Territories under the immediate admin-
istration of the Glovernment of India and under the Govern-
ments of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, and the Pun-
jab; and it shall be lawful for the Governors in Council of Madras and Bombay re-
spectively, by notification in the Official Gazette, to extend this Act to the
Territories nnder their respective Governments.

Extent of Act.

Commencement  of 19. This Act shall come into operation on the first day of
A“_‘ Short Tl‘tle' May 1865, and may be cited as “The Government Forests,
Act, 1865."




