ACT No. X or 1867.

.P.t.ssxn BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL or INpIA 1IN CouNcriL.
(Received the assent of the Governor General on the 15th February 1867.)

An Aot to empower Courts of Small Causes in the Mofussil to refer for decision
questions arising previous to the hearing of suils or in the execution of
decrees or orders.

WaegreAs it is expedient to enable the Courts constituted under Act
No. X1 of 1865 (fo consolidate and amend the law relating
lo Courts of Small Causes beyond the local limits of the
ordinary original Civil jurisdiction of the High Courts of Judicature) to refer
for the decision of the High Court within whose jurisdiotion they may respect-
ively be situate, questions of law or usage having the foree of law arising pre-
vious to the hearing of suits under the said Act or in the execntion of decrees
or orders in such suits; It is hereby enacted as follows:—

Presmble.

1. Ifatany point in the proceedings previous to the hearing of a suit
Power to refer to under the said Aet, or if inthe execution of the decree or
f‘,;g,';,g;::::;},:*g‘:;; order in any such suit, any question of law or usage having
Lieaving of suits S the force of law shall arise, the Court, in suits for an amount

.‘,32.,."::%‘133&“ not exceeding five hundred rupees, may, either of its own
motion oron the application of any of the parties to the snit, and in suits for an
amount greater than five hundred rupees, shall, draw up a statement of the
case, and refer it with the Court's own opinion thereon to the decision of the
High Court within whose jurisdiction such Court may be sitnate. If the ques-
~ tion has avisen previous to the hearing, the Court may either stay such proceed-
ings, or proceed in the case notwithstanding such reference, and pass a decres
contingent upon the Opxmon of the High Court upon the point referred. 1If a
decree has been made, the’ "execution of the decree shall be stayed until the re-
ceipt of the order of the High Court upon such reference. All the provisions
contained in this Section shall a.pply, mutatis mutandis, to the stating of a case
by a Registrar,

2. This
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2. This Act shall be read with and taken as part of Act No. XTI of

This Ast o be rend 1860 ; and the provisions contained in Sections 24, 25, 26,

with Act XTof 1865. 97 and 28 of that Act shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to cases
referred under this Act. '



