
0 

THE INDIAN REGISTRATION ACT 1871. 

AlERANGE3TENT O F  SECTIONS. 

PART I. 

P~LBLIMI'N~~ILY. 

1 SECTIONS. 
1. Short title. 

Local extent. 
Commencement. 

2. Repeal of enactments. 
3. Interpretation-clause. 

Inspector General of Registration. 
Branch Illspector General of Sindli. 
Districts and Sub-Districts. 
Registrars aud Sub-Registrars. 
Offices of Registrars and Sub-Registrars. 
Inspectors of Registratiou Ofices. 
Military Cailtonmeilts may be declared 

or Districts. 
Absence of a Regietra~ from his District 

his office. 
Absence of Registrar on duty in  his Dist 

S 

or 

rici 
12. Absence of SUL-~epis t rar  01: vacancy in his 

Appointments undey sections 10, 11; or 1 
ed to Government. 

Suspension, removal and dismissal of 
Officers. 

14. Remuneration and establisllments of Regis 
cers. 

Seals of Registering Oficers. 
Register Boolrs. 
Forms. 
Firc-proof boses, 

vacancy in  

ofice. 
o be report- 
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l'A lLrr I 11. 
OF R,R(:ISTRAULE DOUUJIT~STS. 

Dncurncnts of n-hich registration is coinpulsory. 
Exception of composition-clcetls. 
And of tr:ulsfers of' shares and deljcntares in L:tnd 

Cornpnn~cs. 
Authorit~cs to adopt. 
Documents of which registration is optional. 
Documents in language not ~~nderstood by Rcgistcring 

Officer. 
Doci~mcnts containillg iuterlineations, blanlis, erasures 

or alterations. 
Description of l~arccls. 
Documents contnining maps or plans. 
Failure to comply with rules as to description of h o i ~ s ~ s  

and land. 
PART IV.  

OF THE TIUE P~LESENTATION. 
Time for presenting documents of which registration 

is compulsory. 
Provision where delay in presentation is unavoidable. 
Docunlents executed out of Britlsh India. 
Provision where office is closcd on last day of period for 

present a t '  ion. 
Wills may be presented or deposited a t  any tirnc. 

. P A R T  V. 
OF TITE PLACE OF REGISTRATION. 

Place for registering documents relating to land. 
Place for registering other documellts. 
Registration by Registrar. 
Registration by Registrar a t  Presidency Totv~l. 
Registration or acceptance for deposit a t  private resi- 

dence. 

PART VI. 

OF PRESENTING DOCUMENTS FOR REGISTRATION. 
Persons to present documents for registration. 
Powers of attorney recognizable for purposes of section 

thirty-two. 
Proviso as to persons infirm, or in jail, or exempt from 

appearing in Court. 
Ellqil ir~ before registration by Registering Oficer. 

35. Procedure 



SECTTOSS. 
36. IJrocedure on admission of c s r c l ~ t i n ~ ~ .  

Proccdurc 011 denial of esecul iou, kc.  

P f l W  \ ' l l .  
OF E N ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N C :  TIIE APPE~I~ANCE OF EXECUTASTS A N D  
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36. Proce(]urc \yhcre appearance of esrculallt or ~vitness is 
d(.sired. 

37. Ollicer or Court to issue and cause service of surnnlons. 
38. Persons exempt from appearance a t  registratio11 ofice. 

. 39. Law as to summonses, commissions and n.it11esses. 

PART VI11. 
' 5  T O  dnOPr. OF PILESICNTIWG WII,LS A S D  A LIT~JORITIC,' 

4-0. Persons entitled to present Wills and Autiioritics to 
adopt. 

41. Xegistratioll of wi l ls  and Autl~orities to adopt. 

PART IX. 
OF THE DEPOSIT ow WILI,S. 

42. Deposit of \Tills. 
43. Procedure on deposit of Wills. 
$4. Withdrawal of sealed cover deposited under section 4'7. 
65. Proceedings on death of depositor. 

Re-deposit. 
$6. Saving of Act X of 1865, section 259. 

PART X. 
O F  THE EFFECTS OF REGISTRATION A N D  NON-REGISTRATION. 
47. Time from which registered document operates. 
48. Registered dncuments relating. to p~.operty when to take 

effect against oral agreemellts. 
$9. Effects of non-registration of documel~ts reqnired to be 

registered. 
50. Registered documents relatillg to laud, of which regis- 

tration 1s optional, to take effect against unregistered 
documents. 

P A R T  XI. 
O F  THE DUTIES AND POIVERS OF REGISTERING OFFICERS. 

( A . )  8 8  to the Regisley Books and 1n.de.z.e~. 

51. Register books to be kept in the several Offices. 
52. Endorsements on document presented. 

Receipt for document. 
Documents admitted to registration to be copie(l. 

53. Entries t:) I)e numbered consecutively, 
54, Curreilt ludexes aiid entries tliereiu. 

65,  ludcxe:; 



Y~cr~onls .  
55. Indexes to be made by Regislering 0lficel.s. 
, Extra particulars in Indexes. 

56. Copy of entries in Indexes Nos. I and I1 to be sent by 
Sub-Registrar to Regist~ar.  

Sue11 c u l ~ y  Ic, l ~ c  filed by Registrar. 
57. Registering Officers to allow inspection of certain Boolts 

and Indexcs, and to give certified copies uf entries. 
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58. Particulars to be endorsed on documents admitted to 

~ e g i s t . ~ . ~  t,ic)il, 
GO. Such endorselnei~ls lo be dated and signed by Register- 

ing Officer. 
60. Certific~lte sho\viug tha,t ilocument has been registered, 

and number and page of book ill which i t  has beer1 
copied. 

61. Endorseme~lts and cert,ificate to  be copied. 
Doculllent to Le returned. 

G2.  Vrocedure on presen t ina  document in I n n g ~ ~ a g e  unknow11 
to Rcgiateriug Officels. 

63. P6we.r to  administer oat,lis. 
Record of substa.nce of statements. . 

((2) Special Duties ?f tS7~,h-Registrar, 
64. Procedure on registration of document relating to  land 

situate in  several Sub-Districts. 
05. Procedure wt1e1.e document relates to land situnte in 

several Districts. 

(D.)  Special Duties of Registrar. 
66.  Procedure on registering documents relating t o  land. 
67.  Procedure on registration under section 30, clause 6. 

( .E. )  Of the Conl~oll ing P o w e ~ s  af Registrars and Inspeclo~s 
C69lel.czl. 

68,  Registrar to superintend and control Suh-R<egist,r~rs. 
U9. inspector General to superintend tiegistration officcs. 
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OF REFUSAL TO REGISTER. 
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SECTIONS. 
74. Petition. 

To be verified. a 

75. Court to fix dag for hearing petition ancl copy thereof 
to be served. 

76. +Court may order document to be registered. 
Provision for case in which Judge is registering Officcr. 

PART XIII. 

77. Fees to be fixed by Local Government. 
Alteration of fees. 
Publication of fees. 

78. Fccs payable on presentation. 

PART XIV. 

79. Penalty for incorrectly endorsing, copying, translating 
or registering documenks with intent to injure. 

80. Penalty for certain other offences. . Making false statements before Registering Officer. 
Delivering false copy or translation. 
False personation. 
Abetment of offences under this Act. 

81. Registering Officer may institute prosecut.ions. 
82. Registering Officers to be deemed public servants. . 

PART XV. 

83. Destructioil of unclaimed documents. 
84. Registering Officer not liable for thing t3ond$de done 

or refused in  his official capacity. 
85. Nothing so done invalidated by defect in  appointment 

or procedure. 
86. Registration of documeuts executed by Government 

Officers or certain public functionaries. 
87. Exemption of certain documents executed by or in 

favour of Government. 
88. Inspection and copies of such documents. 
89. Recognition, in  Oudh and Burma, for three months of 

powers of attorney not executed according to section 
53. 

90. Burmese registration rules confirmed. 
FIRST SCHEDULE. Enactments repealed. 
SECOND SCHEDULE. Porms of Petitioa nilder section 73. 

Porn1 of verification. 





Bud nothing herein contained affects Act No. XX 
oi 1866, so far as relates to the procedure upon any 
agreement recorded under scction fifty-two of that Act 
at  any time before that day, or the procedure provided 
by that Act for the registration and dcposit of author- 
ities to adopt executed before t,he first day of Janu- 
ary 1872. 

And so far as regards suits iiistitnted before the first 
day of April 1873, nothing lierciu contaiilecl affects 
Act KO. XIV of 1559, sectioii one, clause tcn, as 
ainencled by Act No. XX of 1866, section twenty-seven. 

I n t e r ~ r e t a -  3. I n  this Act, unless there be something rellng- 
tion-clause. nant in the subject or contcxt- 
a Lease." Lease" includes a counterpart, a kabfiliyht, an 

undertaking to cultivate or occupy, and an agreelncnt 
to  lease : 

" Signa'u"." Signature" and " signecl" include and apply to " Signed." the affixing of a mark : 
" Immovea- 'i Iinmoveable property" includes land, buildings, 
ble proper- 
ty." rights to nays, lights, ferries, fisheries or any other 

benefit to arise out of land, and things attached to the 
earth or permanently fastened to any thing which is 
attached to the earth, but not standing timber, grow- 
ing crops, nor grass : . - 

" Moveable " Moveable property" includes standing timber, 
properly." growing crops and grass, fruit upon and juice in trees, 

and property of every other description, except iin- 
moveable property : 

c‘  BOO^." " BO&" includes a portion of a Book and also any 
number of sheets connected together with a view of 
forming a Book or portion of a Book : 

, "Endorse- 
ment." 

" Endorsement" and " endorsed" include and apply 
.' to an entry in writing by a Registering Officer on a 

rider or covering slip to any docunlent tendered for 
registration under this Act : 

"Minor." "Minor" means a person who, according to the 
personal law to which he is subject, has not attained 
majority : 

" Represen- 
tn1ir.e." " Relweesntative" includes tlie guardian of a minor 

and the Committee or other legal curator of a lunatic 
or idiot : 

Adclition " 



neyis l l1nt  ioqz. 1.09 

"Addition" i?~ems t l l~ ,  place of rcsi(~~nCe, allcl the " A d d i ~ i ~ ~ , "  

tracle, rank and title (if any) of s pcrson 
clcScribecl, and, in the case of a ?VTa.t,ivcs, his caste 
( i f  any) and his father's name, or where he is usually 
described as the son of his mothor, then his motlier's 

c c  District Court" includes the I'iigh Court in its " District 
ordinary origii~al civil jurisdiction ; and Court." 

" District" and " Sub-District" respectively mean a ".District." 
Dist,rict and S~rl.)-District fornled uncler tehis Act,. tl.ict.." " S~II-1%- 

PART 11. 

OF THE REGISTRATION XSTABLISIIBIEXT. 

4. The Local Government shall appoint an officer ~nspector 
to be t h ~  Inspector General of Registration for t,lle 
territories subject to such Government, 

or may, instead of making such appointment, direct 
that all or any of the powers and duties hereinafter 
conferred and imposed upon the Inspector General 
shall be exercised and performed by such officer or 
officers, and within such local limits, as the Locd Gov- 
ernment from time to time appoints in this behalf. 

The ~dvernor  of Bombay in Council may also, Branch ~ n -  
with the previous consent of the Governor General in ::;;:;$;&. 
Council, appoint an officer to be Branch Inspector 
General of Sindh, who shall have all the powers of 
an Inspector General under this Act othey than the 
power to frame rules hereinafter conferre'd. 

Any Inspector General or the Branch Inspector 
Geneyal of Sindh may hold simultaneously any other 
office under Government. 

5. For the purposes of this Act, the Local Govern- Districts and 
ment shall form Districts and Sub-Districts, and shall Sub-Districts. 
prescribe, and may from time to time alter, the liniits 
of such Districts and Sub-Districts. 

The Districts and Sub-Districts formed undcr this 
section, togethey with the limits thereof, and every 
alteration of such liluits, sha.11 be notified in the local ' 
official Gazette. 



1. I0 Regisi?.alior~. [ ACT ~111 

Every sl.~clr alteration sliall take cfTcot oil such clay 
. . .. a.fier t,kc date of tlic ilotification as is therein menti~onecl. 

Registrars 
nud SnL-Re- 

6. The Tlocal Go~rernlnent UIZIY appoint; SLLCII 
persons, ~vhether public officers or not, as it thinks pro- 
per, to be Registrars or the several Districts, and t,o be 
Sub-Registrars of the several Sub-Districts, fomled as 
aforesaid, respectively. 

Offices of Re- 7. The Local Governli~ent shall establish in evcry 
$;Eegipn" District an office to be styled t l ~ c  Office of the Regis- 
trar. trar and in every Sub-District an office to be styled thc 

Ofiice of the Sub-Registrar, 
a'ncl 111ay alildgalnate with any Office of a Regis- 

trar any Office of a Sub-Registrar. 
lns~l"tvrs of 8. The Local Governiiient may dso appoint officers 
Registration 
Oitices, to be called Ii~spectors of Registration Offices, and 

may from time to time prescribe the duties of such 
officers. Every such Inspector slla11 be suljordi'nate 
to the Inspector General. 

Wilitaly Can- 9. Evcry Military Caotonment where there is a 
torilnents ,,, be de- ~ant6nment &lagistrate inay (if the Local Government 
clared Sub- SO directs) be, for the purposes of this Act, a Sub- 
Districts Or District or a District, and such Magistrate shall be the Districts. 

Sub-Re~istrar or tlie Registrar, of such Sub-District 
or District, as the case may be. 

Whenever the Governor General in Co~uzcil declares 
any Military Cantonment beyond the limits of British 
India to be a Sub-District or a District for the pm- 
poses of this Act, he shall also declare, in the case of 
a Sub-District, what authorities shall be Registrar of 
the District and Inspector General, and in the case of 
a District, what authority shall be Inspeetor General, 
with reference to such Cantomlent and the Sub- 
Registrar or Registrar thereof. 

Absence of a 10, Whenever any Registrar other than the Regis- 
Registrar 

his trar of a District iucluding a Presidency Town, is 
trict'or va- absent otl~erwise than on duty in l~ i s  District, or when 
cancy in his his office is temporarily vacant, 
office. 

any person whom the Tnspector General appoints iii 
this behalf, or, in default of such appoiutlnent, the 
'J-udge of tlie District Court witliin the local limits of 
whose jurisdiction the Registrar's Office is situate, 

sl~all 



shall hc the Registrar ciuring sucl~ absence or until 
tllc Local Governnlellt fills up thc vaca~cy. 

Whenever the Registrar of a District including a; 

Presidency Tow-n, is absent othcrwisc than on duty in 
his District, or when his office is telmporarily vacant, 

any person whom the Inspector General appoints in 
this behalf shall be the Registrar during such absence, 
or until the Local Government fills up the vacancy. 

11. Whenever anv Registrar is absent from his Absence of 
officc on duty in 1rig ~istFict ,  lle may appoint any ::Es$!'ip 
Sub-Registrar or other pcrson in his District to per- District. 

form, d<ring such abseGce, all the duties of a; ~ g ~ i s -  
trar, except those mentioned in sections sixty-eight 
and seventy-two. 

12. Whenever any Sub-Registrar is absent, or Absence of 

m~hen his office is temporarily vacant, Sub-Regis- 
trar or va- 

any person whoni the Registrar of the District ap- cancy in his 

points in this behalf shall be Sub-Registrar during office. 
such absence, or until the Local Governmen$ fills 
up the vacancy. 

13. All appointments made under section ten, Appoint- 
section eleven, or section twelve shall be reported to ~ne~,"~sections 

the Local Government by the Inspector General. lo, 11 or 12 
Such report shall be either special or general, as tlre EGted 
Local Government directs. Government. 

The Local Government may suspend, remove or Suspension, 
removal and dismiss any pemon appointed under the provisions of dismissal of 

tllis Act, and appoint another person in his stead. Registering 
Officers. 

14. Subject to tlie approval of the Governor Gen- Remunera- 

era1 in Council, the Local Government may assign zi:t::;~s 
such salaries as such Government from time to time of Registor- 
deems proper to the Registering Officers appointed ing Officers. 
under this Act, or provide for their remuneration by 
fees, or partly by fees and partly by salwies. 

The Local Government may allow proper establish- 
ments for the several Offices under this Act. 
15. The several Registrars and Sub-Registrars shall seals of Re- 

use a seal bearing the follorving inscription in English $~~~~~~ 
and in such other language as the Local Goverunlent 
directs :-" 'i'lle seal of thc Registrar (or of tllc Sub- 
Registrar) of ))  

16. Tlle 
d 





Regis t~akioqz. 

operation of the former part of this sectioil any leases 
executed in any Ihstrict, or part of a l)istrict, the 
terms granted by ~vl ich  do not exceed five years and 
the annual rents reserved by ~vhich do not exceed 

(a) to any composition-deed, 

(b) to any instrunlent relating to shares in a and of t,ran- 

Joint Stoclc Company, notwithsta,nding that the assets :$ ~~~~s 

of such Coinpany consist in whole or in part of i111- tures in L a d  
nioveable property, or 

( 6 )  to ally endorsement, upon or tra<nsfer of any 
del~ent~urc? issued by any such Company. 

Authorities to adopt a son, executed after the first Authorities 

day of January 1872 and not conferred by a % r i l l ,  
shall also be registered. 

(1) Instruments (other than instruments of gift 
and wills) which purport or operate to create, declare, 
assign, lim'it or extinguish, whether in present or in 
future, any right, title or interest, whether vested or 
contingent, of a value less than one hundred rupees, 
to or in immoveal~le property : 

(2) Instruments aclcnowledging the receipt or pay- 
ment of any consideration on account of the creation, 
declaration, assignment, liniitation, or extinction of 
any such right, title or interest : 

(3) Leases of immoveable property for any term 
not exceeding one year, and leases exenipted ~ ~ n d e r  
section seventeen : 

(4) Awards relating Lo immoveable property : 

(6) Instruments ~vhicll purport or operate to create, 
delare, assign., limit or extinguish a,ny right, titalc, 
or interest to or in nioveablc property : 

(7) Ack~ion.leclgi~ici~t~s, 


























































