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ACT No. XTI or 1873. ~

. Passgp BY tHE GovERNOR (GENERAL oF Iwpia v CouNcilL.

(Received the assent of the Governor G’eneml on the 24tk
July 1873 )

An Act to provide for the appomtment of Mummpal
Committees 1n the Cent1 al Provinces, and for
other purposes.

Preamble. WHEREAS it is expedient. to provide for the
. : appointment of Municipal Committees in towns
~ in.the Central Provinces, and for police, conservancy, -
local improvements, and education in-such towns,
and for the levying of rates and taxes therein; It is
her eby enacted as follows : —

- I—Preliminary.

Short £, 1. This Act may be called The Central Prov-.
inces Municipal Act, 1878:”

Local extent. It extends only to the territories for the time belng ‘
' under the administration of the Chief Comm1ss1oner ]
of the Central Provinces ; '

Comtméﬂce: And it shall come into force on the passing thereof.
menv. .

“Repeal of 2. Act No. XV of 1867 -(t0 make better provision
Acts, Jor the appointment of Mumicipal Committees in the
' Panjdb, ond for other purposes), Act No. XXVI of
1850 (to enable improvements to be made in towns),
Act No. XVIII of 1864 (7o provide for the appointment
of a Municipal Commiitee for the city of Lucknow)
‘and Act No. XXIT of 1865 (1o amend Act No. XVIIT

of 1864, are repealed so far as they affect the Oentral
Provinces.

. Existing ex- But all extensions and appointments made, and all

tensions and limits defined, under any of the said Acts, shall be.
S deemed to be respectively made .and defined under.

this Act. And an extension of any particular provi-
' sion




1873.7 VIC’,eo‘zt?'al Provinces Municipalities. 97

sion of Act No. XV of 1867 shall be deemed to be an-

extension of the corresponding provision of this Act.

And all assessments, bye-laws, Fules and regulations
of any kind, relating to matters provided for by this
Act, which may heretofore have been made or ap-

Existi‘ng

‘assessments

and bye-laws. ,

proved by the Chief Commissioner, shall be deemed -

to have been made under this- Act.

And all proceedings taken under any such assess-
ments, bye-laws, rules and regulations shall be deemed

to be as valid as if they had been taken under this Act.

8. In this Act—

¢ Chief Commissioner’” means Chief Comwnissioner
of the Central Provinces ; and

¢ Committee” means a Munioipal Committee under
this Act.

4. The Chief Commissioner may, by notification
pubhshed in the Central Provinces Gazette, declare
his intention to extend this Act, or any of its provi-
sions, to any town in the said territories.

Any inhabitant of such town objecting to such ex-

tension may, within six weeks from the date of thesaid
publication, send his objection in writing to the Secre-
tary to the Chief Commissioner, and the Chief Commis-
sioner shall take such oblectlon into consideration.

‘When six . weeks from the said publication have

expired, the Chief Commissioner, if no such objec-

.~ tions have been sent as aforesaid, or (where such ob-

jections have been so sent in) if, in his opinion, they

are insufficient, may, by like notification, effect the

prOposed extension.

.. TFor the purposes of this Act, the Chief Com-
missioner may, from time to time, by notification in
. the Central Provinces Gazetle, declare what shall
-~ be deemed to be a town for the purposes of this Act,
- and define the limits of any town to whmh this Act

has been extended »
In —Appomtment Duties and Powers of Oomémlttees

6. Inevery town to which this Act is extended,
the Chief Oomrmssmner shall appoint, or cause to be

appointed,

Former pro-
ceedings.

. Interpreta.

tion-clause.

4 Chief Com-

missioner.”
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Power to-ex- -

tend Act to
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‘appointed, a Committee conmstmg of not less than

five members.

‘Such members may be appointed as the Chief Com-
missioner from time to time directs, “either. ex gfficio,

-or by nomination, or by election, or some by one and

some by any othet of such methods:

Provided that (except with the approval of the
Governor General in Council) mnot less than two-fifths
of the members of a Committee shall be persons other .
than salaried officers of Government. "

The Chief Commissioner may—

() from time to time remove any of the members
of any Committee, add to their number, and fillup
vacancies occurring among them ; '

(t) determine the time and manner of the elec-
tion of those members whom he may direct to be

~ appointed by election, and the persons by whom they
. shall be elected, and generally make such rules as he

thinks fit for regulating such election ;

(0) appoint the President and Viee-President, or-
either of them, of any Oomnnttee, or authorise any -
Committee to appoint, by election from their number, :
such President, or Vice-President, or both.

No appmntment under .this section, other than the
appointment by election of a Vice-President, shall be
valid unless and until it is notlﬁed in the Central
Provinces Gazette.

7. Subject to any general rule's or special orders
which the Governor General in Council may flom

time to time make in this behalf

‘every Committee 1ntend1ng t6 1 impose taxes for the
purposes of this Aect shall, from time to time, give
public notice of ‘such intention, and shall in such
notice define the persons or property within the town
to be taxed for the purposes of this Act, and the
amount or rate of the taxes to be imposed hereunder.

Any inhabitant of such town objecting to such
notice may, within a fortnight from the date of the

" said notice, send his objection in writing to the Presi-

dent of the Gommlttee, and the Comm1ttee shall take
S such. -
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such objeetion into consideration and report their op1-
nion thereon to the Chief Commissioner.

When a fortnight from the date of the said notice Procedurs.
has expired, if no such objections have been sent as thereon.
sforesaid, or (where such "objections have been sent )
in) if, in the opinion of the Committee, they are in-
suﬂicient, the Committee may, with the previous
sanction of the Chief Commissioner, to be notified in
the Central Provinces Gagette, define the persons or
. ! property and the amount or rate of the taxes aforesaid,
and may then impose such taxes accordingly.

8. The Chief Commissioner may frot time to Powerto

] S maks tules’
{ tlme make rules- for collection
‘as to the persons by whom, and.the manner in and applics-

which, any assessment of taxes under this Act shall 0" °fres
~be confirmed,

and for the collection of such taxes;

‘and for the safety and due apphcatlon of them
when collected ;

and for the rendering and pubhshmg of such esti-
- mates and accounts relating to the expenditure of the
Munlclpal Funds, in such form as he may think fit.

No tax shall be collected tinder this Act, until the
assessment thereof has been confirmed by the persons

and in mhanner f01 the time being preser 1bed by such
rules.

9. Rates and arrears of rates imposed ‘under this Recovery of

Act may be recovered as if they'were arrears of land- rates. .
revenue.

. 10. All sums received by the COmmlttee of any wmunisipal’
town to which this Act extends, and all fines levied Fund. -
under this Act, shall constitute a fund, which shall
be called the Municipal Fund of such town and shall,
together with all property which may become vested

" in such Committee, be under their control, and shall
‘be applied by them as trustees for the purposes of this
Act.
~ The Municipal Fund shall, as a rule, be kept in
the Government Treasury of the District or in the

Bank (if any) to which the Govelnmen‘o Treasury :
busmess shall have been made over.

But
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“Butin places where there is no such Treasury or

. Bank, the said fund may, with the previons consent
- -of the Local Government, be - deposited with any

banker, or person acting as a banker, who has given
such security for the safe custody and re-payment on
demand of the fund so deposited as the Local Govern-.

. _ment in each case thinks sufficient.

No disbursement of the Municipal Fund or any
part thereof shall be made except under the signature

of the President or Vice-President and one other

membe1 of the Oommlttee

11. Every Committée, so far as the Municipal

* Fund at their disposal permits, shall in the first place

Committees. -

() make p10v1s10n out of such fund for a pohce

- establishment in manner herematter mentioned;

and shall then :
(b) keep the pubhc stréets, 1oads, drams, tanks and

‘water-courses of the town for Whlch they are appomted .

cleéan and repaired ;
“and may then

(¢) do-all acts and thmgs necessary for the con-
struction, repair and maintenance of local pubhc Works

~of general utility ;

- (d) make provision, by the estabhshment of new
schools or the aiding of already existing schools or

~otherwise, for the promotion of education ;

Provision- for
police. .

Power to
make bye-
laws as to
business and
officers.

(e) make provision for promoting the public health :
safety, comfort and convenience.

12.. Every Committee shall set apart out of the :
Municipal Fund such sum as the Chief Commissioner
from time to time requires for the maintenance of the
police establishment in the town for which the Com-
mittee are appointed.

13. Every Oommlttée may make bye-laws for re-
gulat1ng~—

" the time and place of their meetmg 5
“the conduct of their business;

* the division of duties among the members of the
Committee ;

the-
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the duties, salaries, appointment, suspension and

removal of the officers and servants of the Committee ; _.

and other similar matters. _
14. ~Any Committee may make rules—
(o) for declaring what acts or omissions within

Power to
make rules..

the limits of the town shall be considered to be public .

or common nuisances under the Indian Penal Code,

or under Act No. V of 1861 ( for the regulation of
Police) :

(b) for defining the cases, manner and times in and
at which the officers of the Committee may enter
upon private property for the detection and abatement
of nuisances : v

(c) for securing a proper 1eg1st1at10n of births and

deaths ;

(d) and for carrying oil‘r, all or any of the purposes
of this Act.

The Committee may, from time to time, repeal,
alter or add to any rules made under this section.

15. No rule, -and no alteration or repeal of or
addition to a rule, shall have effect until it has, been
confirmed by'the Chief Commissioner.

All rules made under this Act, and all bye- 1aws
made under section thirteen, and all alterations
and repeals of and additions to such rules and bye-
laws shall, béfore coming into force, be published for
such length of time, and in such manner, as the Chief
Commissioner from time to time directs.

16. The officers of the Committee shall have
power to enter upon private property, for the detec-
tion and abatement of nuisances, when the Committee
have, under section fourteen, clause (b}, made rules
regulating the exercise of such power.

17. The Chief Commissioner may, by order,‘sus-
pend or limit all or any of the powers of any Com-
mittee, and may also cancel any of their proceedings,

rules or bye-laws, and remit or 1educe any tax which

they have nnposed
111 —Ruits

- S
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- LI ——Smb’s by and. QG inst: O’ommzttees

18 Eveiy Commlttee shall sue and be sued in the
name of their Pxes1dent o ~

Tvery contract made on behalf of any Commlttee
in respeet of any sum or property exceeding twenty

. rupees in anmiount . or - value, shall be in. writing, and .
~ shall be signed by the President or Vice-President

(if any) and at 1east two other members of the Com-
- mittee. -

‘No contract, unless SO executed shall be. blndmg

'on the Gommlttee on whose: behalf it iv' made.

No member of a Committee shall be- persona,lly
liable for any contract made or.expense .incurred by
or on behalf of the Committee; but the funds from
time to time in the hands of the Committee shail be
liable for, a,nd _chargeable with, -contracts duly made
as aforesaid.

Bvery member of Oommlttee shall be liable for
any mlsapphcatlon of moneyentrusted to the Com-

“mittee, to which he has been & party, or which hap-

peus. through or ig faeﬂltated by, his negleet of his
duty ; =~

and he shall be hable to be sued for the same in
such ‘Court as the Chief Commz,ssmner dmects as for
money - due o the Secretary of State for India in
Coueil.’ ‘

'19. No smt shall be b1 ought agamst a Committee
or any. of ‘their officers, jor any person acting under

* their direction, for anythmg done, or pmportmg to

be done, under this Act, until the expiration of one
month nexb after notice in writing has been. delivered
or left at the office of the Committee, or at the place
of abode of such person, stating the cause of suit
and  the - ndme and place of abode of the intended
plaintiff. ;

“Unless such notlce be ploved the Court shal ] find

for the defendant.

]]vely such suit ‘shall be commeneed within three
months next after the accrual of the r1ght to sue and
not aftelwards

@ ‘And
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And if any person to whom any such notice of

- suit is given shall, before the suit is brought, tender

sufficient amends to the plaintiff, such plaintiff shall
not recover.

TV .—Penalties.

20. No member or servant of a Committee shall
be interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract
made with the Committee, and if any such person
be so interested, he shall thereby become incapable
of confinuing in office or in employment as such

member or servant, and shall be hable to a fine of
five hundred rupees :

Provided that no person, by being a shareholder
in, or member of, any incorporated or registered Com-.
pany, shall be disqualified from acting as. a member
or servant of a Committee by reason of any contract

entered into between such Oompany and the Com-
mittee.

Nevertheless it shall not be lawful for such share-
holder or member to act as a member of the Com-

Penalty on
member or

Y gervant of

Committee
being inter-
ested in con-
tracts made
with Com-
mittee.

mittee in any matter relating to any contract entered

into between the Committee and such Company.

91. Whoever infringes any rule made and con-
firmed as directed in this Act, shall be liable to a
fine not exceeding fifty rupees, and, in the case of a

. continuing infringement, to a fine not exceeding five

rupees for every day after notice from the Committee
of such infringement.

In default of payment of any ﬁne imposed under
this section, the defaulter shall be liable to simple

imprisonment for a term not exceeding eight days.
22. Prosecutions under this Act for infringe-

Penalty for
infringement
of rules or
non-payment
of fines.

Prosecutions. .

ments of rules may be instituted before any Magis-

trate by the Committee, or by any person authorized
by the Committee in this behalf.

23. Tines imposed under this Act may be re-
covered in manner provided by the Code of Criminal

Procedure.

Recovery of
fines,




