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7. CollectorJs,power to stamp instruments impounded. 
8. Instruments unduly stamped by accident. 
g. Endorsement of instrumeilts on which duty has been 

paid under section 34, 37 or 38. 
40. Prosecution for offence against stamp-law. 

42. Remissioll of penalty paid under section 34 or 37. 
ge or average price. 43. Non-liability for loss of instruments sent under section 

- debt, or subject to Copy may be made of instrument so sent. 
4,$. Power of payee to stamp bills, notes and cheques received 

by him unstamped. 

- 
CHAPTER V. 

REFPRENCE AND REVISION. 

45. Procedure where Collector feels doubt as to duty charge- 

46. Reference by Revenue-Authority to High Court. 
47. Power of Court to call for further particulars. 
48. Procedure in disposing of reference. 
49. Reference by other Courts to High Court. 
50. Revision of certain decisions of Courts regarding tlie 

sufficicncy of stamps. 

CHAPTER V I .  

ALLOWANCES FOR SPOILED STAMPS AND STABIPS NO LONGER 
REQUIRED. 

51. Allowance for spoiled stamps. 
52. Allowance for misused stamps. 
53. Allowance under sectiolls 51 and 52 how to be made. 
54. Allowance for stamps not required for use. 

- 
CHAPTER V I I .  

SUPPLEMEXTAI, PBOVISIONEI. 



41. Persons paying duty or penalty may recover same in 

e 01. average price. 

Copy may be made of instrument so sent. 
$4. Power of payee to stamp bills, notes and cheques received 

by him unstamped. 

- 
CHAPTEIC V. 

REFERENCE AND REVISION. 

46. Procedure where Collector feels doubt as to duly chaqre- 

sufficiency of stamps. 

- 

CHAPTER VI.  

ALLOWANCES FOR SPOILED STAJ~PS AND STABIPS NO LONGER 
REQUIRED. 

51, Allowance for spoiled stamps. 
52. Allowance for misused stamps. 
53. Alluwance urider sectiolis 61 and 52 how to be made. 
54. Allowance for stamps not required for use. 

- 
CHAPTElt  TTII. 

SUPPLEBIENTAI, PROVISIO~TS. 





ACT No. 1 ori 1879. 

AND PROCEDURE. 

CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMIWARY. 

It extends to the whole of British India ; 

2. On and after that day, the Acts specified in  Bepeal of 
the third schedule shall be repealed to the extent enxtnlentsr 

specified in the third column of the same schedule. 
But all rules made under the General Stamp Act, 
1869, and then in force shall, so far as they are con- 
sistent with this Act, be deemed to have. been made 
hereunder. And all references made to the General 
Stamp Act, 1869, in enactments passed subsequently 
thereto, shall be deemed to be made to this Act. 

mnt  in the subject or context,- 
(1.) "Banker" iilclucles a bank and any person " ~ a n k ~ r . "  

acting as a bai~ker : 
(2.) " Bill of exchange " includes s huncli : " Bill of 



to deliver tlie same a t  a place and to a person therein 
mentioned or indicated : 

(4.) " Bond " means- 
(a) any instrument whercbg a person obliges him- 

self to pay money to another, on coi~dition that the 
obligation shall be void if a specified act is performed, 
or is not perforllzecl, as the case nzny be ; 

(b) any instrument attested by a witness and not 
payable to order or bearer, whereby a. person obliges 
himself to pay money to another ; and 

(c )  any iilstrument so attested whereby a person 
obliges himself to deliver grain or other agricultural 
produce to another : 

(5.) " Chargeable " means, a,s applied to an instru- 
ment executed or first executed after this Act comes 
into force, chargeable under this Act, and, as applied 
to any other instrument, chargea,ble under the law in 
force in British India when such instrument was exe- 
cuted or, where several persons executed the instrument 
at  different times, first executed : 

(6.) " Cheque " means a bill of exchange drawn 
on a banker and payable on demand : 

name or in virtue of his office : 







second schedule, the folloning instruments slrall Be cllargeaYe 

wit11 duty of the amount indicated in t.he 
force) empowering a first schedule the proper clut.y therefor. respectively, 

of the person exe- that is to say- 

note, memorandum, 

( b )  every bill of exchange, cheque or promissory 
note drawn or made out of British India on or after 
that d q  and accepted or paid, or presented for accept- 
Brice or payi~ent, or endorsed, transferred or otherwise 
negotiated, in Brit?ish India ; and 

(c) every instrument (other than a bill of exchange, 

hedule to this Act cheque or promissory note) mentioned in the first 
schedule, which, not having been previously executed 
by any person, is executed out of British India on or 

y non-testamentary after tha,t day, relates to any property situate, or to 
or irnmoveable pro- any matter or thing done or to be done, in British 

India, and is received in British India. 

The parties' may determine for themselves which 
of the instruments so employed shall, for the purposes 
of this section, be deemed to be the principal instru- q 

. - .  ." ,;-., &. 

7. Any instrument comprising or relating to several 11,struments . '' 
relating40 . distinct matters shall be chargeable with the aggregate. diG 

aluouilt of the duties writ11 whicl~ separate ins trumeilts, tinct matters. 
each coqprising or relating to one of such matters,' 
mTould be chargeable under this Act. 







15. mThere the duty with which an instrument is 

iiieiitioned instrument in such manner as the Governoi; 
General in Councfi may by rule prescribe. 

0.-Of the Time of stamping Inst~uments. 

I~ ls t ruments  16. All instruments chargeable with duty and 
executed executed by any person in British India sl-nall be 
British India. 

stamped before or at the time of execution. 
17, Every instrument chargeable with duty exe- 

cuted only out of British India, and not being a bill 

person, it may be taken within the -said period of 
three months tG the Collector, and he shall stamp the 
sa~me, in such manner as the Governor General in 
Council may by rule presmibe, with a stamp of such 
value as the person so taking such instrument may 
require and pay for. 







first execution, nothing shall be claimable under such. 
instrument more than the highest amount or value 
for which, if stated in an instrument of the same de-- 
scription, the stamp actually used would, a t  the date 
of such execution, have been sufficient. 

set forth therein. 

conveyance shall be chargeable with ad valorens  duty^ 
in respect of such distinct consideration. 

(b.) Where property contracted to be p~wchased, 
for one consideration for the whole, by two or more 
persons jointly, or by any person for lrimself and others, 
or wholly for others, is conveyed in parts by separate 
instruments to the persons by or for whom the same- 

pul-chaser to the sub-purchaser. 









-a 

32. Every paymeilt oil a lee under section thirty Payinent of 

shall be made in stamps, or cash, as the Governor ::::i;.t; 
General in Council may by r d e  direct. how made. 

CHAPTER IV. 

INS~RUNENTS NOT DULY STAMPED. 

33. Every person having by lam or consent of ~ x a m i ~ l a t i o n  
authority to receive evidence, and and ing impouud- of 

every person in charge of a public office except instruulents. 

an  officer of Police, 
before whom any instrument chargeable in his 

opinion with duty is produced or comes, in the per- 
formance of his functions, shall, if i t  appears to him 
that such instrument is not duly stamped, impound 
the same. 

FoY that purpose every such person shall examine 
every instrument so chargeable ancl so produced or 
coming before him, in order to ascertain whether it 
is stamped with a stamp of the value and description 
required by the law in force in British India when , , 

such instrument was executed or first executed : 



stamped ill- haying by law or consellt of parties autllority ti: ' 
receive e~~iclence, or. shall be acted upon, registered or  
autl~eiiticated by aiiy such pason or by a,ny public 
 office^, anless such iilstrulvellt is duly stamped : 

Providecl tliat- 

8.a in oertain 21zd, nothing lierein contained shall prevent the 
Pro- admission of any instrument ill evidence in a,np pro- 

ceeding in a criminal Court o t h e ~  than a proceeding 
under chapter forty or chapter fo~ty-one of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, or chapter eigliteen of the 
Presidency Magistrates Act ; 

Admission of &d, when an instrument ha,s heen admitted in 



tion twelre, or section thirteen, he 111q refund t,he 
w11.ole penalty so paid. 

(a.) If he is of opinion that such instmment is 
duly stamped, or is not cha,rgeable vith duiy, he 
shall certify by endorsement thereon t,liat it is cluly 
stamped, or that it is not so chargeable (as the case 
may be), ancl shall upon aqplication made t o  him in 
this behalf deliver such instrument t o  t,he person from 
whose possession it came into the hands of tlie officer 
impounding it, or as such person may direct. 

(6.) If the Collector is of opinion that such in- 
strument is chargeable with duty and is not cluly 
stamped, he shall require the payment of the proper 
duty or the amount required to make up the same, . ., 
togetller wit11 a penalty of five rupees ; or if ten times , : 

the amount of the proper duty or uf the deficicl~t~ 
portion thereof exccecls five rupees, then suc11 penalty, 
not less than fivc rupees ancl not more than ten times 
the amount of such chty or portion, as lie thinks fit : 

Provided that, when such instrullzent has been. 



alld socb person brings to the iloticc of the Collector 
tlle a c t  that such instrunrent, is not cluly stamped, 
and offers to pay t,o the Collector t h e  alno~llrt of tlir 
proper clut,y, o r the  a,x.ount required to inalre 111-1 tlle 
same, and the Collector is satisfied t.llat tlre olnissiol~ 
to duly st,anip such instrument has been occ~asionecl 
by accident, lnistalie or urgent necessity. he may, 
instead of proceeding under sectiolrs t1rirt.y-three and 
thirty-swen, receive such amount slid proceed a,s next 
hereinafter prescribed. 

Notlling in this section applies to an ilrstrunrellt 
chargeable with a duty of one anna only or t,o a bill 
of excha,nge or promissory note. 

Every instrnllient. so endorsed shall t,llereupon be 
admissible ill evidence, and may be registered and 
acted upon and authenticated as if i t  hncl been cluly 
stalii13ed, and shall be delivered 011 his al~l~lication in 
this bellalf to the person from whose possession i t  
cmie into the hands of the officer impoimding it, 01: 

a,s such persorl may direct : 









References made under this section, when made by 
a Court subordinate to a District Court, sha,ll be made 
through the District Court, and when made by any 
subordinate Revenue Gourt, shall be made t1irougl.n 
the Court immediately superior. 

When any declaration has been recorded under this 
eection, the Couri; recordjpg t,be same shall send a 
copy thereof to the Collector and, where the instru- 
ment, to which it relates has been impounded or is 
otherwise the possession of sqch Court, shall also 
send: hi313 such instrument; and thereupon the Col- 
lector may, notwithstanding anything contained in the 
order admitting such instrume~t in evidence, or in 
any certificate granted under section thirty-nine, or in 
segtion forty, prosecute any person for any of fma 
.gainst the stanill-law which the Collector consiclers 
him to lmye committed in respect of such instrunlent : 



U L V D  -- J ---- -- - @$ Y 

%. ,- :--:I -- I' granted under section thirty-nide.. 1 

CBAPTE~ VI.. 

- - - - -  ~ - . -  ~ 

by the Collecto; for ;mPressed s t m p s  spoiled in the. 
cases hereinafter mnticmecl', namely :.- 

(a.) The stamp on any paper inadvertently and 
undesignedly spiled, oblite~ated or by any mkans, 
rendered u11Gt for the prtrpoge' intended, before any 
inst,rumen t wribt6n thereon is execate'd by any' 

,L ---- 
hurt (o which ALLOWANCES FOR SPOILED STAMPS AND STA~~XPB 
by, such first- NO LONGER REQUIRED. 

a OF on the 51. Subject to sdcll ruks as may Be made by the Allovanee fder into con- Governor General in Council as to the evidence which :':$,'ed & such instru- 
9 .. I the Collector mav ieauire. dlowance shall be mAde 

--I..- --- 
(b.) The s t aap  &ed or' intehded to be used for any 

r~der this hill of exchange; che@e or promissory note, signed 
t send a hy or on behalf of the dfawer oP intended drawer, 
k inat..,. but not delivered out of his hands to the payee or' 

%"I IU price paper on 611iel ang such stamp is ir&pressed docs not 
bear any s ignat~~re intended ax or foz. the1 acceptance &g$lers 

' 

Went : of ally bill of exchange or cheque to be af ter~vards 
&%AP-X%~@~~ n ritten th eycon : &iG* * q $$' %2.wP@usti- 

??4-~enal iv I (c . )  791e stamp used or' intenclcyd t o  be used for 
~ 1 1 ~  1,ill of e%c$iingk;. ch-@qnc: r>r 1'. Y ~ Q U I ~ ~ S O Y ~  I ~ O ~ G .  Ei ., '1 

i;. 5 :! signed I ) \ ,  or <rjj  [;ell%].[ c;f, t,;ic: c11';tv;i:t:r t.l1t:1.(>0J', l)uil . . ). . 





(7') a12 instrument executed by any party thel:etn 
wllicll is inaclvertently ancl unclesiperlly 
spoiled, ancl in lieu tvhereof another inst~u-  
ment made between the same parties and 
for the same purpose is executed a d  duly 

(a)  such instrument is given up .to be cancelled : 
Cb) the application for relief is made within six. 

nionths after the date 01 the instrument 
or, if it is not datec1, within six months 
after the execution thereof by tHe person 
by wllom it was first or alone execut,ed, 
except where from unavoidable circum- 
stances any instrument for mhlclz another 
instrument has been substit,uted cannot be 
given u11 to be cancelled within the afore- 
said peyiod, and in that case mitlGn six 
months after the date cn execution of the 
substituted instrument, and except where 
the spoiled instrument has been sent out 
of British India, and i n  that ease within . . 

six months after it 11as been received back 
, in British India : 

W 

i~~ad\:ei.t,c:ni]~ 1i,~ed R . ~ Y  sf.&j::j: fo;' :!TI i?l.?f;!;~;?ll~~t ]tot' 
; 

+.> ch;t,rge:~\Jlu \\-it,,Jl ally du.t)r, !,I* , , ; ;JC~I.  a1i.y sta??lp li~vcd. ft 5 8 3 
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All rules made under this Act, other than rules f;,":;~;""" 

68. Any person receiving any money exceeding Obligation to 
twenty rupees in amount, or any bill of exchange, $ ' ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

cheque or promissory note for an amount exceeding cases. 

twenty rupees, or receiving in satisfaction of a debt 
any moveable property exceeding twenty rupees in 
value, shall, on demand by the person paying or deli- 
vering such money, bill, cheque, note or property, give 
a duly stamped receipt for the same. 

69. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to Saving as to. 
affect the duties chargeable under any enactment for 
the time being in force relating to Court-fees. 

annas per copy. 
P 

CHAPTER VII I .  

CRIMINAL OPFEWCES AND PROCEDURE. 
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shall for every such offence be punished with fine 
tvhich may extend to five hundred rupees : 

Pro~~ided that, when any penalty has been pajd in 
respect of any instrument under section thirty -f our, 
section thirty-seven or sect,ion fifty, the anlount of 
such penalty shall be allowed in recluction of tllc fine 
(if any) subsequently imposed under tliis section in 
respect of the same instrument upon the person who 
paid such penalty. 

. truly set forth, or 
(6) being employed or concerned in or about the 

of any inst,rument, neglects or omits, fully 
and truly to set forth therein all such facts and cir- 
cu1nstances, 

shall be punished with fine which' may extencl t,o 
five tliousand rupees. 



ai~cl does not, mitl~iii one montll after re- 
ceiving, or tarking credit for, such premium 
or consideration, make out and execute a 
duly stamped l~olicy of such insllrailce ; or 

( 6 )  makes, executes or delivers out any policy ol.maiiillg, 

nrhicli is not duly stamped, or pays or f;i;c;;ot 

a.llows in account, or agrees to pay or a,llo-vv dulystamped, . 

in account, any money upon, or in respect 
' 

of, any such policy, 
shall be punished with fine which may extend to 

two hundred rupees. 
66, Any person drawing or executing a bill of Pellalty for " 

,, 

. exchange or a policy of marine insurance purportiiig ~ ~ : 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

67. Whoever, with intent to defraud the Govern- Penalty for 

and wlloe~ier, with the like intent, practises or for ot,Iler. 

s concerned in any a t ,  contrivsnce or device not ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ e  
specially provided for by tlGs Act or any other law re,re,,,,. . .< 
for the tiiile being in force, 

shall be puiiislied with fine which may extend to 
one thousand rupees. 













SCHEDULE I-colztilzued. 

D ~ ~ C R I P T I O X  OP IXSTRUIIEST. 
-____- 

_ 17. CERTIFICATE 0 R 
O T H E R  DOCU- 
M.ENT evidencing the 
right or title of the 
holder thereof, or any 
other person, eibbeer to 
mly shares, scrip or stock 
in or of sny Colllp~ny Or 
Association, or to become 
proprietor of shares, SCrlp 
or stock in or of ally Colll- 
pany or ~ssociation ... 

18. CHARTER-P A R T YP 
that is to say, ally illStr11- 

19, CHEQUE, for nn amonnt 
" exceeding twenty rupees .. 
20. C O M P U S I T I O N -  

DEED, that  is tu say, 
illatrnment executed 

by a debtor whereby he 
conveys his property for 
the benefit of his credit- ' :, t.;p~.. . 
ors, or whereby payment 

a con~~osit ion or divi- 
dend on their debts is 
secnt.ed to the creditors, 
or !~rhereby provision is 
lllade for t l ~ e  conti11~nnCe 
of the debtor's business, 

the sulper~i~i011 of 
i l lspec~rs or u~ldcr letter" 
of license, for the bellefit 









ancc ( S o .  Yl) for a c ~ i l s i d ~ r .  
ntion cql~nl to t l ~ e  a m o u ~ ~ t  or 
rillac of snch finc or, prc- 
miuni as s c t  f'orl11 i n  1,11e 
1e;liu; i l l  :;;lclitio~~ to t.ho duty 
tv11irl~ \vc,sicl I ~ j : n !  1~cc11 11;:y- 















P-DUTY. 

- 
the I~idian Articles of 

1 or used in any Coud 

311 to receive any pen- 

nerchandize exclusively, 
rgeable under No. 46 of 

Chief Commissioner of 
ives of India emigrating 
lent of State Emigra- 
ng as representative of 

poppy for Government ; 
r ~ n e n t  of Indid for or 

8tanzps. 

SCHEDULE II-cofztinfted. 

INSTRUYENTS EXEMPTED FROM S T A N P - D U T Y - C O ~ . ~ ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ~ ~  

(6) headmen nominated under rules framed in  accordance wit11 
Bengal Act I11 of 1876, section 99, for the due performance 
of thcir duties under that Act ; 

(c )  any person for the purpose of guaranteeing that  the local income 
derived from private subscriptions to a charitable dispensary or 
hospital or any other object of public utility shall not be lese 
than a specified sum per mensem. 

9. Copy of any paper which a public officer is expressly required by law cL 

make or furnish for record in any public office or for any public 
purpose. 

10. Copy of registration of emigrants furnished under section 27 or section 
1 29 of the Indian Emigration Act, 1871. 

11. Entry- 
(a) of an advocate, vakil or attorney on the roll of any High Court, 

when he has previously been enrolled in a High Court estab- 
lished by Royal Charter ; 

( 6 )  on the roll of any High Court, as an  attorney, of an articled 
clerk bound as such before this Act comes into force. 

12. Instruments- 
(a) executed by persons taking advances under the Land Improve- 

ment Act, 1871, or by their sureties, as security for the repay- 
ment of such advances ; 

(6) executed by officers of Government or their sureties to secure the 
due execution of an office or the due acco.unting for money 

t received by virtne thereof ; 
(c) of apprenticeship esecuted by a Magistrate under Act XIX of 

1850 or by which a person is apprenticed by or a t  the charge 
of any public charity. 

13. Leases and Co~mterparts- 
(a) Leases of fisheries granted under the Burma Fisheries Act, 1875 ; 
( 6 )  Lease, executed in the case of a cultivator without the payment 

or delivery of any fine or premium, when a'definit'e teim is 
expressed and such term does not exceed one year, or when the 
annual rent reserved does not exceed one hundred rupees j 

(e) Ccunteipart of any lease granted to a cult$ivator. 
14. Letter- 

(a) of covcr or engagement to  issue a policy of insurance : 
Providcd that, unless such letter or engagcme~lt bear tlla! 

stamp prescribecl by this Act for such policy, ilothillg shall 
bc claimable there~nldel; nor shall i t  be available for apv 

-P 11ur130sc except to coillpel the delivery of t l ~ e  policJr tlIereiyL 
illentioiled ; x 

(1) of lly pothccn tion accornpaaiying :t bill of exchnnge. 
15, I{ cceipt-- 
; 1 



SCHEDULE II-conti.n?ted. 

(6) headmen nominated under rules framed in accordance '&th 
Bengal Act I11 of 1876, section 99, for the due peiformance 
of their duties under that Act ; 

(c) any person for the purpose of guaranteeing t h a t  the local income 
derived from private subscriptions to a charitable dispellsary or 
hospital or any other object of public utility shall not be !.pse 

than a specified sum per mensem. 
on to receive any peu-. -9. Copy of any paper which a public officer is expressly required by law (;L 

make or furnish for record in any public office or for any public 

12. Instruments- 
(a)  executed by persons taking advances under the Land. Improve- 

ment Act, 1871, or by their sureties, as. security for the repay- 
ment of such advances ; 

(b)  executed by officers of Government or their sureties to secure the' 
due execution of an office or the due acco.unting for money 
received by virtue thereof; 

(c) of apprenticeship executed by a Magistrate. under Act X I X  of 
1850 or by which a person is apprenticed by or a t  the charge 
of any public charity. 

13. Leases and Counterparts- 
(a) Leases of fisheries granted under the Burma Fisheries Act, 1875 ; 
(6) Lease, executed in the case of a cultivator ~ i t h o u t  the payn~ent 

. or delivery of any fine or premium, when a'definite te~:m is 
expressed and such term does not exceed one year, or when the 
annual rent reserved does not exceed one hundred rupees ; 

(c) Ccunterpart of a,ny lease granted to a cultivator. 
14. Letter- 

(a)  of cover or engagement to issue a policy of ilisurance : 
Provided that, ullless such letter or eilgagemeut heal. tlie 

sta,illp prescribed by this Act for such policy, notbillg .sh&ll 
be clainla.ble thereuudel; nor shall it he aaxilab~e for ipy 
purposc except to colnpel the delivery of the policy thereiu 
llle~ltioiled ; 

(6) -of. 1lypoihecntion accompangi~~g a hill of exchnagC. 






