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1589.)

An Act to abolish the Ofﬁce of Coroner of
‘Madras.

'WHDREAS it is expedient to abolish the office of

Coroner of Madras and for this purpose to amend
the Coroners Act, 1871, the Coroners Act, 1883, and

‘the Code of Criminal l’mcedme, 1882; It is he1eby

enacted as follows :—

1, This Act shall come into force on such day as
the Governor of Fort 8t. George in Council may by
notification in the Fort St. George Gazette appomt in
this behalf. '

2. For section 3 of the Coroners Act 1871, the
following shall be substituted, namely —

3. Within the local limits of the ordinary ongmal
civil jurisdietion of each of the High Courts of Judi-
cature at Fort William and Bombay there shall be a
Coroner. -Such Coroners shall be called respectively
the Coroner of Calcutta and the Coroner of Bombay.”

3. (I) For the preamble to the Coroners Act,
1881, the following shall be substituted, namely :—

* Whereas it is expedient to amend the Coroners
Act, 1871, in manner hereinafter appearing; It is
hereby enacted as follows :—"".

(2) Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Ooroners Act, 1881,
are hereby 1epealed

4. (1) Clause (e) of scotion 1 of the Code of Orxm-
inal Procedure, 1882, is hereby repcaled.
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(2) Sections 174, 176 and 176 of that Code shall,
in their application to the area comprised within the
local limits of the ordinary original civil jurisdiction
of the High Court of Judicature at Madras, be read
as follows, namely :— - '

174, « (1) An officer in charge of a poliee-'sta.tibn, on receiv-
ing information that a person— : , .

(@) has committed suicide, or

“(8) has been killed by another, or by an animal, or by
machinery, or by an accident, or ' o

(¢) has died under circumstances. raising & reasonable suspi-
cion that some other person has committed an offence,

shall immediately give intimation thereof to the Commissioner
of Police and, in the absence of any rule or order under the next
following section to the contrary, proceed to the place where
the body of such deceased person is, and. there, in the presence
of five or more respectable inhabitants of the neighbourhood,
make an investigation, and draw up a report of the apparent

cause of death, describing such wounds, fractures, bruises and

other marks of injury as may be found on the body, and stating

- in what manner, or by what weapon or instrument (if any),

such marks appear to have been inflicted.

“(9) The report shall be signed by such’ police-officer and
othiér persons, or by so many of them as concur therein, and

" shall be forthwith forwa.rded_ to the office of the Commissioner

of Police. : :

'3

“{8) Iu any of the following cases, namely :—

(@) in any case in which the Local Government may
by rule so require, -

(3) in any case in which death appears to have beén.

caused by violence or there is any doubt regard-
ing the.cause of death,

(¢) in any:other case in which the police-officer con-
siders it expedient so to do,

he shall cause the body to be examined by a medical officer ap-

pointed in this behalf by the Local Government.

% (4) The police-officer may, by order in writing, summon

five or more persons as aforesaid for the purpose of the investi-

gation under this section, and any other person who appears to

_be acquainted with the facts of the case, Every person so sum-

meped
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moned shall be bound to attend and to answer tr uly all questlonsf

ether than questions the answers to which would have a ten-

f01 felture

““ (5) If the faets do not dxselose a oogmzable offence to:
which section 170 apphes, such- persons shall not be required by
the pohee-oﬁ‘mer to attend a Magistrate’s Court..

“175. (f) The Local Government may make rules, and. the
€ommissioner of Police may from time to time make geneml or
special orders consistent with those rules, defining—

‘e (a) the circumstances in which an officer in charge of a police- .
station, after giving mtlmatlon to the Commissioner.of
Police of any such event as is mentioned in clause (a),
clause (8) or clause (¢) of sub-section (1), of the last
foregoing section, is not to proceed to discharge any of
the further functions of such an officer under that sec-
tion, and

“(d) the ciroumstances in which, and in such circumstances
the anthority by whom, these further funetions are to:
be diseharged.

«“(9) The authority to whom the discharge of such further

functions may be entrusted. by rules or orders under sub-section:
(I) may be the Commissioner of Police or any of his Deputies or
Assistants or any other police-officer of rank not below that of
Inspector, and such authority, in discharge of those functions,
may exercise any of the powers and-shall perform the duties
which, but for suech roles or 01de1s, might be exercised and
should be pexformed by the oiﬁcel in eharge of the police-
statlon,

£¢176. (1) The €Chief Presidency Magistrate, or such other
Presidency Magistrate as the Chief Presidency M aglstlate may
depute in this behalf, shall, when any person dies while in the
custody of the pohce or in prison, and may in.any other case
‘mentioned 1n section 174, sub-section (1), clause (a), clause (4)
or clause (¢), hold an inquiry into the cause of death, either
instead of, or in addition to, the investigation under either of
the two last foregoing- sections ; and, where he does so, he shall
have all the powers in conducting it which he would have in
- holding an inquiry into an offence, and shall record any evid-
ence taken by bhim in the course of the inquiry as nearly as
ey be in the manner preseribed in seetmn 362.-
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-6 (9) Whenever the Commissioner of Police or a Presideney
Magistrate considers it expedient, for the discovery of the cause
of the death of a deceased person whose body has been interred,
that an examination chould be made of the dead body, such
Commissioner o Magistrate, as the ease may be, may ¢ause the
- body to be disinterred ‘and examined.’” : »




