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ACT No. III or 1898.

Passep BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF I¥DIA IN CouNcIL.

(Beceived the assent of the Governor General on the 4tk February,
1898.)

An Act to provide for the segregation and
medical treatment of pauper lepers and the
control of lepers following certain call-
ings.

W HEREAS itis expedient to provide for the segre-
: gation and medical treatment of pauper lepers and
the control of lepers following certain callings; It is
hereby enacted as follows :—

{. (I This Act may be called the TLepers Act,
1898,

(2) 1t extends to the whole of British India, in-
clusive of Upper Burma, British Baluchistan, the
Santa] Parganas and the Pargana of Spiti; but

(8) It shall not come into forcein any part thereof
until the Local Government, as hereinafter provided,
has declared if, applicable thereto.

"(4) The Local Government may, by notification
in the official Gazette, apply this Aot or any part
thereof to the whole or any portion of the territories
for the time being under its administration, and may
in like manner amend or cancel any such notifica-
tion. ,

9. In this Acf, unless there is anything repugnant
in the subject or context,— ‘

() *leper * means any person suffering from any
variety of leprosy in whom the process of ulceration
has commenced ;

(2) *“pauper
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(@) “pauper leper” means a leper—

(¢) who publicly solicits alms or exposes or
exhibits any sores, wounds, bodily ail-
ment or deformity with the object of
exciting charity or of obtaining alms, or

't (b) who is at large without any ostensible
means of subsistence;

(8) “leper asylum” means a leper asylum ap-
pointed under section 3;

(4) “Board ”’ means a Board constituted under
section §; and

v (5) < District Magistrate’” includes a Chief Presi-
~ dency Magistrate.

of opor atye 3. The Local Government may, by notification in

lums by the official Gazette, appoint any place to be a leper

Local Gov-  ggylum for the purposes of this Act and specify the

ermment: 150al areas from which lepers may be sent to such
asylani, and may, in like manner, alter or cancel any
‘such notification.

Appoiutment 4. Subject to any rules which may be made under

of Japosters section 16, the Local Government may appoint any

Superinten- Medical Officerr of the Government or other qualified

dents of Medical man to be an Imspector of Lepers and any

Aslms. Herson to be a Superintendent of a Leper Asylum, with
such establishment as may, in its opinion, be necessary,
and every Inspector or Superintendent so appointed
shall be deemed to be a public servant.

Constitution 5. The Local Government shall constitute” for
of Board:  gyery leper asylum appointed under section 3 a Board
consisting of not less than three members, one of
whom at least shall be a Medical Officer of the Gov-

ernment
Arvost o]f 6. (1) Within any local area which has been
poper fops spemﬁed under section 8 any police-officer may arrest

without a warrant any person who appears to him to
be a pauper leper.

- (2) Such police-officer shall forthwith take or send.

the persoa so arrested to the nearest convenient police~
station.

7. Every
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7. Every person brought to a police-station under Personarrest
the last foregoing section shall, without unnecessary ¢d how tobe
£ N dealt with,

delay, be taken belore an Inspector of Lepers,

who,—

(a) if he finds that such person is not a leper
within the meaning of section 2, shall
give him a certificate in Form A’ set
forth in the schedule, whereupon such
person shall be forthwith released from
arrest ;

(&) if he finds that such person is a leper with-

’ in the meaning of section 2, shall give
to the police-officer, in whose custody
the leper is, a certificate in Form B set
forth in the schedule, whereupon the
leper shall, without unnecessary delay,
be taken before a Magistrate having
jurisdiction under this Act.

8. (1) If it appears to any Presidency Magistrate Procedure

or Magistrate of the first class or to any other Magis- ﬁ,‘%&fﬁ?d
trate duthorised in this behalf by the Local Govern- lepers.
ment, upon the certificate in Form B set forth in the '
schedule, that any person is a leper, and if it further
appears to the Magistrate that the person is a pauper
leper, he may, after recording the evidence on the
above-mentioned points, and his order thereon, send
the pauper leper in charge of a police-officer, together
with an order in Form C set forth in the schedule, to

: aleper asylum, where such leper shall be detained until

; discharged by order of the Board or the District

: Magistrate :

Provided that, if the person denies the allegation
of leprosy, the Magistrate shall call and examine the
Inspector of Lepers, and shall take such further evi-
dence as may be necessary to support or to rebut the
allegation that the person is a leper, and may for this
purpose adjourn the enquiry from time to time, re-
manding the person for observation or for other reason
to such place as may be convenient, or admitting him
to bail :

Provided
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Provided also that if any friend or relative of an
person found to be a pauper leper shall undertake in
writing to the satisfaction of the Magistrate that such

- pauper leper shall be properly taken care of and shall

be prevented from publicly begging in any area speci-
fied under scotion 8, the Magistrate, instead of sending
the leper to an asylum, may make the leper over to
the care of such friend or relative, requiring him, if
he thinks fit, to enter into 4 bond with one or more
sureties, to which the provisions of section 514 of the
Code of Oriminal Procedure shall be applicable.

(8) If the Magistrate finds that such person isnot
a leper, or that, if a leper, he is not a pauper leper, he
shall forthwith discharge him.,

9. (1) 'I'ne Liocal Government may, by notitica-
tion in the official Gazette, order that no lepcr shall,
within any area speoified under soction 3,—

(@) personally prepare for sale or sell any

article of food or drink or any drugs or .-

clothing intended for human use ; or

(b) bathe, wash clothes or take water-from any
public well or tank dekarred by any
municipal or local bye-law from use by
lepers; or

(¢) drive, conduct or ride in any public carriage

' plying for hire other than a railway
carriage ; or

(d) exercise any trade or calling which may
by such notification be prohibited to
lepers.

(2) Any such notification may comprise all or any
of the above prohibitions.

(3) Whoever disobeys any order made pursuant to’

the powers conferred by this section shall be punish-
able with ine which may extend to twenty rupees:

Provided that, when any person is accused of an
offence under thissection, the Magistrate before whom
he is accused shall cause him to be examined by an

Inspector of Lepers, and shall not proceed with the '

case

X of 1882.
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case unless such Inspector furnishes a certificate, in
Form B set forth in the schedule, in respect of such
person,

10. (Z) Whenever any leper who has been con- Conviction
victed of an offence punishable under the last foregoing afterprovicus
section is again convicted of any offence punishable conviohon.
under that section, the Magistrate may, in addition
to, or in lieu of, any punishment to which such leper
may be liable, require him to enter into a bond, with
one or more sureties, binding him to depart forthwith
from the local area specified under section 8 in which
he is, and not to enter that or any other local area so
specified until an Inspector of Lepers shall have

' given him a certificate in Form A set forth in the
* schedule.

(2) If any such leper fails to furnish any security
required under sub-section (1), the Magistrate may
send him in charge of a police-officer, with an order
in Form D set forth in the schedule, to a-leper asylum,
where such leper shall be detained until discharged by
order of the Board or the District Magistrate.

(3) The powers conferred by this section shall only
be exercised by & Presidency Magistrate or Magistrate
of the first class. :

11, Any person who, within any area specified Penalty on
under section 3, knowingly employs a leper in any person em-
trade or calling prohibited by order under section 9 }’,_}32,:;‘ 5 pro-
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to hibited irade
fifty rupees :

Provided that the alleged leper shall be produced

; ~ before the Magistrate and the Magistrate shall cause

; Lhim to be examined by an Tnspector of Lepers, and
shall not proceed with the case unless such Inspector
furnishes a certificate in Form B set forth in the
schedule in respect of such alleged leper.

12, Whoever, having been sent to a leper asylum Re-arrest of
under an order of a Magistrate in Form C or Form D escaped
set forth in the schedule, escapes from, or leaves, the lepers.
asylum without the permission in writing of the
‘Superintendent thereof, may be arrested by any police-

officer
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officer without a warrant, and upon arrest shall be
forthwith taken back to the leper nsylum.

13. Two or more members of the Board, one of
whom shall be the Medical Officer, shall, once at least in
every three months, together inspect theleper asylum
for which they are constituted, and see and examine
(@) every leper therein admitted since the last inspec-
tion, together with the order for his admission, and
(6), as far as circumstances will permit, every other
leper therein, and shall enter in a book to be kept for
the purpose any remarks which they may deem proper
in regard to the management and condition of the
asylum and the lepers therein.

i4. Anytwo members of the Board, one of whom
shall be the Medical Officer, may at any time, by an
order in writing in Form E set forth in the schedule
and signed by them, direct the discharge from the
Ieper asylum of any leper detained therein under the
provisions of this Act,

15. Any person, other than a pauper leper, in re-
spect of whom an Inspector of Lepers has issucd a cer-
tificate, in Form B set forth in the schedule, declaring
him to be a leper, or has refused to ivsue a ccrtificate
in Form A set forth in the schedule, may appeal
against the issue or refusal of any such certificate to
such officer as may be appointed by the Local Govera-
ment in this behalf, and the decision of such officer
shall be final.

16. The Local Government may, by notification
in the official Gazette, make rules generally for carry-
ing out the purposes of this Act, and in particu-
lar—

(¢) for the guidance of all orany of the officers
discharging any duty under this Act;
aund ,

(6) for the management of, and the main-
tenance of discipline in, a leper asy-
lum,

17. Notwithstanding anything in any enactment

with respect to the purposes to which the funds or

other
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other property of a local authorlty may be applied,

any local authority may—

() establish or maintain, or establish and
maintain, or contribute towards the cost
of the establishment or maintenance or
the establishment and maintenance of,
a leper asylum either within or without
the local limits of such local authority ;

(6) with the previous sanction of the Local
Government and subject to such con-
ditions as that Government may pre-
scribe, appropriate any immoveable
property vested in, or under the control
of, such body, as a site for, or for use
as, a leper asylum.

18. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding
shall lie against any officer or person in respect of
anything in good faith done or intended to be done

- ~under, or in pursunance of, the provisions of this Act.

Beng. ActV
of 1895.

19. When any part of this Act has been applied
under sub-section (4) of section 1 to the whole or any
portion of the territories administered by the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor may, by notification in the official Gazette,
direct that the whole or any part of the Lepers Act,
1895, shall, except as regards anything done or any
offence committed or any fine or penalty incurred or
any proceedings commenced, ccase to have effect in

the portion of the said territories to which this Act

has been so applied.

SCHEDULE,
A.— CpRrTITPICATSE,
(Section 7.)
1, ruE undersigned (here enter name and official destgnation),

hereby certify that I onthe day of
at personally examined (/zere enler
name of person esamined) and that the said is

not a leper as defined by the Lepers Act, 1898,
Given under my hand this . day of 189 .
(Signature.)
Inspector of Lepers.

B.—CERTIFIDATE.
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SCHEDULE~contd.
B.— CERTIFICATE,
(8ection 7.)

1, TaE undersigned (4ere enter name and official designation).

hereby certify that I on the day of
at personally examined (kere enter
name of leper), and that the said is a

leper as defined by the Lepers Act, 1898, and that I have formed
this opinion on-the following grounds, namely,—

(Here state the grounds.)

Given under my hand this day of
189

(Signature.)
Inspector of Lepers.

C.—WaARBANT OF DETENTION,
(8ection 8.)
To
Tag SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LIEPER ASYLUM AT

WaErEas it has been made to appear to me that (name and
description) is a pauper leper as defined in the Lepers Act, 1898 :

This is to authorise you, the said Superintendent, to receive
the said into your
him
N her

. .1 D6 q:
said asylum until “he shall be discharged by order of the Board

custody together with this order and cafely to keep in the

or the District Magistrate.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court this
day of 189 .

(Signature.)
Magistrate.,

D, —WAaRRANT
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SCHEDULE~—c¢oncld,
D.—Wairkant or DETENTION,
(Seetion 10.)
To
Tur SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LEPER ASYLUM AT

WHEREAS (name and descripiion) has this day been convieted
by me of an offence punishable under section 9 of the Lepers
Act, 1898, and whereas it has been proved before me that the
said (nmame and deseription) was previously convicted of an
offence punishable under the same section : .

This is to authorise you, the said Superintendent, to receive
the said into your custody

.

together with this order andh—llr—; safely to keep in the said

agylum until 5 hall be discharged by order of the Board or
she

the District Magistrate.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court this
day of 189 .,

5 (Scgnature.)

Magistrate,

E.—OrpDER oF DiscHARGE BY BoARD.*

(Section 14.)
To e ;
Toe SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LEPER ASYLUM AT -

WHEREAS (name and description) was committed to your
custody under an order dated the day of
189 and there have appeared to

. us sufficient grounds for the opinion that'—:;lﬁ% can  be released

without hazard or inconvenience to the community ;

This is to authorise and require you forthwith to discharge
the said (zame) from your custody.

Given under our hands this day of
189 ,

| , ' (Sz'gnaﬁres.)
Members of the Asylum Board.

¥ A corresponding form may be used by the District Magistrate for
orders of dischnrge issued under section 10 (2),




