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' ' An Act to  make better provision for securing 
house-accommodation for military officers in 
canton melzts. 

HEREAS various conditions; rules, regula'tions 
Wand orders have from time to time been laid down 
by, or by the authority of, the Government, in regard 
to the grant of land and the occupation of land and 
houses in  cantonmeats, with the object of securing, 
amongst other things, that houses built on such land 

, should be made available when required for the 
accommodation of military offibers ; 

CHAPTER I. ~ 

PRELIMINARY. 

(2) I t  extends to the whole of British India 
. (inclusive of British Bhluchistan), exoept Aden ; and 

2 .  (1) 18 

. .. . 
. . .- 



(Chapter 1.-23rclipnifzary.-Sectiooz 2.) 

IS. 2. (1) In thie Act, uuless there is anything re- ' 
pugrmant in the subject or context,-- 

(a)  " Cantonment Authority" means a Canton. 
ment Committee, or, in the case of a 
cantonment for which suoh a Committee 
has not beon constituted, or has oeased to 
exist, or cannot be convened, the Com- 
manding Officer of the cantonment : 

(6) cLCommand" means one of the principal 
portions into which the army of India is 
for the time being divided : 

( o )  cc General Officer of the Command " means 
the General Officer commanding the forces 
in a Command : 

(d) " hoxse " means a house suitable for occupation 
by a military officer, and inoludes the land 
and buildings appurtenant to such house : 

( e )  " military officer " means a commissioned or , 

warrant officer of His Majesty's regular 
forces on rnil.it,ary duty in a cantonment, 
and includes a Cilaplailn, a Cantonment 
Magistrate and any  person in Army depart- 
mental employ ment whom the General 

'1 Offioer of the Command may a t  any time, 
> 

for the purposes of this Act, place on the 
same footing as a military offioer : 

; f )  owner " includes the person who is receiv- 
ing, or is entitled to receive, the rent  of 
a house, whether on, his own account or 
on behalf of himself and others or as an 
agent or trustee,-or who would so receive 
the rent;, or be entitled to receive it, if the 
house were let to a tenant : and 

(g) &e expression " repairs " to  a house includes 
such repairs as are usually made to houses . - 

i n  the neighbourl~ood, but does not include 
additions, improvements or alterations, 
except in  so far as they are neicessary to 

carry 
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oarry out such repairs as aforesaid or have 
been made with the owner's consent. 

(2) If any question arises whetker any land or 
building is appurtenant to s house, it shall be decided 
by the Cantonment Magistrate, whose decision thereon 
shall, subject to revision by the District Magistrate, 
be final. 

CHAPTER 11. 

:antonmenta 3, (1) The Local Government, with the previous 
paPtgof sanction of the Governor General i n  Council, may, ~ntonments, 

n act by notification in the local official Gazette, declare 
o be this Aot to be operative in any cantonment or part of 

, 
lperrstiv~ a cantonment situate i n  the territories under its . 

administration, other than a cantonment situate within 
the limits of a Presidency-town. 

(2) Before issuing a notification under sub-section 
(1) in respect of any oantonment or part of a canton- 
ment, the Local Government shall oause local inquiry ' 

to be made with a view to determining whether i t  is 
expedient to issue such notification and what portiqn 
(if any) of the area proposed to be included therein 
should be excluded therefrom. 

~aving of 4. Nothing in this Act shall affect the provisions 
of any written instruinent executed by or on behalf pf natruments. 
the Bast India Qompany or the Government, unlesls 
the other party entitled, and the Secretary of State 
for India in Council consent in writing to be bound 

'by the terms of this Act. 

OHAPTER III. 
APPROPRIATION OP HOUSES FOR OCCUPATION BY 

1 MILITARY OFFICERS. .+ 

Liability of 
louses to 

5. Every house situate in a cantonment or part 
bppropriation . of 
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F 
!. of a aantonrnent in respect of which a notification for 

occupation F under section 3, sub-section (I), is for the time being b y military 
, in  forae, shall be liable, subject to the provisions officels. 

hereinafter contained, to appropriation at any time for 
' occupation by a military officer. - 

6. Where the Cantonment Authority, on applica- Appropria- 
tion made to it as hereinafter provided by section 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ f $ ~ ~  
and subject to  the requirements of that section, con- offioer,where 
siders that the liability imposed by section 6 should E:,"G~;:;$ 
be enforced on behalf of a military officer, it may, a,;lit, 
if the house is not already occupied by a military officer. 
officer, by notice- 

(a) require the owner to let the house to the 
military officer named in the notice, and 

( 6 )  require the existing occupier (if any) to 
vacate the same. 

7. If a house is already occupied by a depart- Appropria- 
mental military officer, and the Cantonment Author- tion of house for 
ity, on application made to it as hereinafter provided regimental 

, ,by section 8 and subject to the requirements of that military 
section, considers tbat the liability imposed by section $.~~~ywhe'e 

' - 6 should be enforced on behalf of a regimental officer, occupied by 
or i c e  uers6, i t  may, by notice, require the offiocr in E{?;:~ntal 
ocaupation to vacate the house; and may, if neces- .fit,,. 

sary, by further notice require the owner to accept 
the change of tenancy. 

8. (1 )  Whers a military officer considers that a Prooedureto 
notice should be issued in his behalf under section 6 or be observed 

before appro. section 7, as the case may be, he may request the priating 
Commanding Officer of his regiment, or (in the case house. 
of a departmental military offices) the local head of 
his department, to make an application to that effect 
to the Cantonment Authority. 

(2) On receipt of an application made under sub- 
,section ( I ) ,  the Cantonment Authority shall inquire _ 
into the case, and it shall not issue the notice applied 
for unless it is satisfied- 

(a )  that it is necessary or expedient for the mili- 
tary 
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(Chapter ~ ~ ~ . - h ~ ~ r o ~ r i a t i o n  qf Housesfor  Oooupd- 
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Notice to 
state that  
reasonable 
rent is 
offered. 
Sanotion to 
be obta~ned 
bef o ~ e  a 
house is 
occupied as - a hospital, 
bank, hotel, 
shop or 
school, or by 

7 a railway 
F adminiatra- 

tion. 

tary offioer to reside in the cantonment, 
or, if  this Act is in force in part of the 
canton.ment only, then in that part; 

( b )  that the ciroumstances are such as to require 
its intervention ; 

(c) that the montllly rent proposed for the house 
is reasonable ; and 

(d) that the house is suitable for the residence of 
the officer and, if it is ocoupiecl, that there 
is 110 vacant house in the cantonment or the 
said part of the cantonment, as the oase 
may be, which is suitable for his residence. 

Bxplanatiofi 1.-Where the rent of a house is 
registered in the office of the Cantonment Authority, 
the rent so registered shall be presumed, until the 
contrary is shown, to be the reasonable rent for the 
house. 

Explafia tioja 1I.-In considering whet her a house 
is suitable for the residence of a military officer, 
regard shall be had to- 

(i) the locality in which bis duties chiefly lie, 
(ii) his rank, and 

( i i i )  the number of persons- dependent upon, and 
residing with, him. 

9. Every notice to an owner issued under section 6 
or section 7 shall state the amount of monthly rent 
proposcrl as reasonable for the house. 

10. ( 1 )  No house in any cantonment or part of a 
cantnnrnent in which this Aot has been declared by a 
notitication under section 3, sub-section ( I ) ,  to be 
operative shall, uriless it was so occupied a t  the date 
of such notification, be occupied for the purposes of a 
hospital, bank, hotel, shop or school, ar by a railway 
administration, without the previous sanction of the 
General officer of the Command, given with the con- 
currence of the Local Government. 
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- 
Provided that  no appeal shall be decided until  t h e  

tlppojlant has been heard or has had a reasonable 
opportunity of being heard. 

38. Where an  appeal from a notice has been 
presented within the period prescribed by sectios 35, 
sub-section (2),  all action on such notice shall, on  
the application of the appellant, be held i n  abeyance . 
pending the decision of the appeal. 

CHAPTER VI. 
SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS. 

39. (1) If a military officer is given possession of 
rentsfrom a house in pursuance of a notice issued under sec- 

, tenantsin tion 6 or section 7, the rent payable by suoh officer. 
cantonments. under this Act shall be registered by the Cantonment 

Authority i n  a register to be maintained in such form 
as  the Local Government may, by rule, prescribe, 

(2) I f  suah officer fails, before the fifteenth day sf 
any month, to pay the rent eo registered and due 
from him in respect of the month immediately pre- 
ceding, the Cantonment Authority, if so satisfied, 
shall, on the application of the owner made beforo i"- 

1 
the endgf the later month, report the matter, through 
the proper channel, to the Officer Commanding the 

(3) The Oficer Commanding the District may, 
if be  is satisfied that the amoupt claimed is still due, 
ordor that i t  be withheld from the salary and allow- 
ances of the defaulting officer, and, upon notice of 
the order to the officer whoso duty i t  is to disburse 
such salary and allowances, such &isbursing officer 
shall, unless such salary and allownnces are under 
a t t a~hmen t  by order of a Civil Court, withl~old and 

- remit to the. Cantonment Authority, for payment t o  
the owner, i he  amount specified in the order. 

(4 )  If, within two months from the date of an  
application made by the owner under aub-section ( 2 )  

on 






