
ACT No. I X  OF. 1903. 

PASSED BY THE GOVERNOR GEIERAL OF INDIA I N  COUNCIL. 

(Received the assent of the Govermor General om the 20th March, 
1903.) 
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An Act to provide for the levy of customs- 
duty on Indian tea exported from British 
India, and to amend section 5 of the Indian 
Tariff Act, 11894. 

1 WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the crea- 
I 

I tion of a fund to be expended for the promotion 
I 
i of the interests of tlie tea industry in India by a Com- 

mittee speoially constituted in this behalf ; 
and whereas for this purpose it is expedient to 

levy customs-duty on tea produced in India and ex- 
ported from British India, and to amend section 5 of 
the Indian Tariff Act, 1896 ; VIII of 

1894. It is hereby enacted as follows :- 
Short tit1 e 1. (I) This Act may be called the Indian Tea 
and Cess Act, 1903 ; and 

(2) I t  extends to the whole of British India except 
Aden. 

Definitious. 2. I n  this Act,- h 

(a) " Collector " means, in reference to tea ex- 
ported by sea, a Customs-collector as defined 

I 

in clause (c)  of section 3 of the Sea Customs 
Act, 1878, and, in reference to tea passing VIII of 
out of British India by land, the Collector 1878. 
of the distriot ; 

(6 )  (' tea cess " means the customs-duty imposed 
by section 3 of this Act and by section 6 of 
the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, as amended vrr1 of 
by this Act ; and - 1894. 

(c) '( Tea 



(c) "Tea Cess Oommi'ttee" means the Committee 
constitutedander section 41. 

3. On and from the first day of April, 1903, a Imposition of 
duty on customs-duty shall be levied and collected on all tea of 

produced in India and exported from any customs- Indian tea. 
port to  any port beyond the limits of British India or 
to Aden at the rateof one-quarter of a pie per pound, 
or at such lower rate as the Governor General in 
Council may, on the recommendation of the Tea 
Cess Committee, prescribe'by notification in the 
Gaeette of 1ndi"a. 

4. ( 1 )  The Governor General i n  Counoil shall 2~:l~;, 
constitute a Committee to receive and expend the Committee. 
proceeds of the tea cess. 

(2) The Committee shall in the first instance 
oonsist of- twenty members, who shall be appointed by 
the Governor General in Council on the recommend- 
ation of the following " bodies and authorities 

1 

namely :-- 

(a) three on the re~ornrnendatio~ of the ' ~ e n ~ a l  
Ohamber of Commerce, and one on the 
recommendation of the M adras Chamber 
of Commerce ; 

( b )  seven on the recommendation of the Indian 
Tea Association, Calcutta ; and 

(c) nine on the recommendation of such.respective 
bodies or authorities interested in the pro- 
duction of tea in India, and established in 
British India, as the Governor General in 
Council may appoint in this behalt : 

Provided that if, within the period prescribed in 
this behalf by rules made under this Act, auy of the 

4 said bodies or authorities fails to make any recom- 
mendation, or to make the full number of recom- 
mendations which it is entitled to make, the Governor 
General in Council may appoint the required 

f ' number of members of the Commitfee of his own 
motion without such recommendation. 

(\ (3) Whsnever any member appointed either on 
C the 
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.the recommendation of any body or authority referred 
to in sub-section (S), or in default of such reoom- 
mendation, dies, resigns, ceases to reside in British 
India or becomes inoapable of acting as a member of 
the Committee, the Governor General in Council may, 
in his discretion, on the reoommendation of such body 
or authority, or in defaylt of suoh reoommendation, 
appoint another person to be a member in his stead. 

(4) No act done by the Tea Cess Committee shall - 
be questioned on the ground merely of the existence 
of any vacancy in, or any defect in the oonstitution 
of, the Committee. 

Application 5. (1) At the close of each month, or as soon 
proceede thereafter as may be oonvenient, the Collector shall of tea oess. 

pay the proceeds of the tea cess, after deduoting the 
expenses of collection (if any), to the Tea Cess Com- 
mittee. 

(2) The said proceeds and any other moneys 
rcoeived by the Committee in  this behalf shall be 
applied by the Committee towards meeting the cost 
of suoh measures as tho Committee may consider i t  
advisable to take for promoting the sale and increas- 
ing the consumption in India and elsewhere of teas 
produced in India. 

Keeping and 6. (1) The Tea Cess ~ommit tee  shall keep accounts 
auditing of all money received and expended under section 5. aaaounts. 

(2) Suoh*accounts shall be examined and audited 
annually by auditors appointed in this behalf by the 
Governor General in Council ; and such auditors may 
disallow any item which has, in their opinion, been 
expended out of any money so reoeived otherwise than 
as directed by or under this Act. 

(3) If any item is disallowed, an appeal shall lie 
to the Governor General in Council, whose deoision 
eball be final. 

Tower to 7. (1) The Governor General in Council, after 
make rules. consulting the Tea Cess Committee and after previous 

publication, may make rules to carry out the pur- 
poses of this Aot. 

" (2) In 



(2) I n  particular and without prejudioe to the 
generality of the foregoing power, suoh rules may 
provide for- 

(&) the nomination and appointment of members 
of the Committee,and the procedure of the 
Oommittee, 

(b)  the levy and payment of the cea, and 
(c) the form of a.coounts, to be kept and the pub- 

lioation of an abstract of such aocounts 
with the report of the auditors thereon; 

(3) All such rules shall be published in the 
Gazette of India. 

8. I n  section 6 of the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, for Amendment 
the words " shall be levied at the rates respectively ely: f ; ~ ~ I I ~  
presoribed in  the second, third and fourth schedules ,,,tionE. 
on goods passing by land out of, and in the fifth 
sohedule on goods passing by land into " the words 

a t  suoh rates as may be presoribed by os under this 
Act or by or under any law for the time being in force 
relating to customs-dutiee on imports and exports, 
respectively, into and from ports, shall be levied on 
goods passing by land out of or- into " shall be sub- 
stituted. 

9. Sections 2 to 7 shall remain in force only until Time during 
the thirty-first day of Maroh, ,1908 : whio seatione h 2 to 

Provided that the Governor General in Council :eg;cin 
may, on the reoommendation of the Tea Oess Come for,, 
mittee, deolare, by notification in the Gazette of India, 
that the said sections shall continue in force for any 
further period specified in such notification. 

10. If any proceeds of the tea oese or any moneys Disposal of 
so received as aforesaid remain unexpended when sea- s""p!zs of 
tions 2 to '7 oeaee to be in force, they shall vest in His tea cess. 
Majesty. 


