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ACT NO Vl OF 1907

"PAESED'BY THE GOVERI\‘OR GENERAL or Inpia 1n-CouxcIL,
s © . ember, 1907. )

vention of public meetings likely to promote
sedition or to cause a dlsturbance of public
tranquillity,

iz o WHEREAS it is expedient to make better provi-
i sion for the prevention of public meetings l¥kely

/lic tranquillity ; It is hereby enacted as follows :

. 1.°(1) This Act may be called the Prevention of
- | Beditious Meetings Act, 1907.
~ (2) Tt extends to the whole of British IndJa, but
| shall have operation only in such Provinces as the
! Governor General in Council may from time to tlme
notify in the Gazette of India.

tion in ‘the local official Gazette, declare the whole
or any part of a Province, in which this Act is for
,.the time being in oneratmn, to be a proclaimed area.

-} prevent the Iocal -Government from making any

B time to time as it may think fit.

or any class or portion of the public.

| vw1thstand1ng that 1t is held in a private place and
. notw1thstand1ng

57 "

(Recewed the assent of the Qovernor Gemeral on t/te 1st ]\ov-'

# An Act to make better provision for the pre- |

to promote sedition or to cause a disturbance of pub-

2. (1) The Local Government may, by notlﬁca- P

- claxmed

(2) A notification made wunder sub-section (1) ~
i\ ghall not remain in foree for more than -six months,
"\ but nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to.

. further notifications in respect of the same area from

8. (1) Inthis Act, the expression public meet-{ Deﬁmtwn
ing > means a meeting which is open to the pubhc '

(®) A meeting may be a public meetmg not-i‘

Short. title..
and extent,

ernment to.
notify pr

a rga B
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- Notice {0.be
~givenof '
“pablie '
“meetings.

“peen restricted by licket or otherwise.

~ of public meetings exempted for that purpose by the |

Prevention of Seditions Meetings. acT vt

nt)twithsténding that a.dmissidn thereto may hav,é.,,:

(3) A meeting of more than twenty persons shall
be presumed to be a public meeting within the mean-
ing of this Aot antil the contrary is proved. ST

4. (1) No public meeting for the furtherance or
discussion of any subject likely to cause disturbance
or public excitement or of any political subject or |
for the exhibition or Jistribution of any writifig. or T
printed matter relating to any such subject shall be'y - -
held in any proclaimed area— : o

(@) unless written notice

" hold such meeting and of the time and
place of such meeting has been given to
the District Superintendent of Police or
the Commissioner of Police, as the case
may be, ab least three days previously;“
or S

(b) unless permission to hold such meeting hasi
been obtained in writing from the Distriot
Superintendent of Police or the Commis-|
sioner of Police, as the case may be. |

(2) Any officer of Police, not below the rank of
an Inspector, may, by order in writing, depute one\}.
or mote Police-officers or other persons to attend any \
such meeting for the purpose of causing a report to \
be taken of the proceedings. ;

(3) Nothing in this section shall apply to any
_publioc meeting held under any statutory or other
~express legal authority or to public ‘meetings con-
vened by a Sherifl or to any public meetings or class _

Local (tovernment by general or special order.

5. The District Magistrate or the Commissioner
of Police, as the case may be, may at any time by '
order in writing, of which public notice shall forth-
with be given, prohibit any publio meeting in a
‘proclaimed area if, in his opinion, such meeting 18

likely



ALV of 1860,
.V of 1898,

'.1907] _ Pf"evei’i’tion of Seditious Meéfings. B9

'hkely to promote sedition or dlsaﬂ’ectlon or to ‘c4uise :
R dlsturba,nce of the public tranquillity. ’

6. (1) Any person concerned in the promotlon

or eonduct of a public meeting held in a proclaimed

area contrary to the provisions of section 4 shall be

punished with imprisonment for a term which- may -
extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. '

(2)* Any public meeting which has been prohxbltea

o under section 5 shall be deemed to be an unlawful _
.agsembly within the meaning of Chapter VIIIL of the . .
Indian Penal Code and of Chapter IX of the Oode S

of Criminal Procedure, 1898.

7. Whoever, in a proclaimed area, in a publio
place or a place of public resort, otherwise than at
a public meeting held in accordance with, or ex-

- empted from, the provisions of section 4, without the

permission in writing of the Magistrate of the District

~ or of the Commissioner of Police, as the case may be,
) iprevmusly obtafned, delivers any lecture, address- or.
. speech on any subject likely to oause disturbance

or public excitement or on any political subject, to
persons then present, may be arrested without
warrant and shall be punished with imprisonment

) fora term which may extend to six months, or with
fine, or with both.-

8. (1) The Regulation of Meetmgs Ordlnance,

1907, is hereby superseded.
(2) Nothing contained in this Act shall affect—

the previous operatlon of the said Ordinance or )
anything duly done or suffered there-

under; or

any obhgatlon or liability incurred under the"

*said Ordinance; or

any pumshment inourred in respect of any-
offence committed against the- sald Ordl- :

nance; or

.~ any investigation or legal ploceedlng in respecf,.* R
of any such O‘Q,lxoatlon, 11ab111ty or pumsh- ‘

_ ment as aforesaid ; _
-and
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Duratlon of
t, J

and any such mvestigatmn or legal proceedmg may

be instituted or continued and any such punishment

‘may he imposed as if the sald Ordinance had not

been superseded or had not explred
9. This Aet shall continue in force unt1l the

Cexpiration of three years mnext after the passmg
~ thereof. -
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