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ACT NO. I OF 1910. 

(Received the  assent o f  the Goverrnor Gerneral on the  9th l i e6  
ruary 1910.) 

An Act to provide for the better control of 
the Press. 

W H E R E A S  it is necessary to provide for the better 
control of the Press ; It+ hereby enactedas 

follows :- 
i. (1) This Act may be called the Indian Press Short title 

Act, 1910. and extent. 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India, 
inclusive of British Baluchistan, the Santhal Par- 
ganm and the Pargana of Spiti. 

2. I n  this Act, unless there is anything repugnant Definitions. 
in the subject or context,- 

(a) " book " includes every volume, part or 
division of a volume, and pamphlet, in any 
language, and every sheet of music, map, 
chart or plan separately printed or litho- 
graphed : 

(b )  document " includes also any painting, 
drawing or photograph or other visible 
representation : 

(c)  " High Court " means the highest Civil Court 
of Appeal for any local area except in the 
case of the provinces of Ajmer-Merwara and 
Coorg where it means the High*Court of 
Judicature for the North-Western Provin- 
ces and the High Court of Judicature at 
&dras respectively : 

(d) Magistrate " means a District Magistrate or 
Chief Presidency Magistrate : 

(e)  " newspaper " means any periodical work con- 
taining public news or comments on public 
news : and 

(f)  " printing-press 
B 



(f ) '"printing-press " includes all engines, machi- 
nery, types, lithographic stones, implements, 
utensils and other plant or materials used 
for the purpose of printing. 

Depnai t of 8. (I) Every person keeping a printing-press who 
ePmu'ity keepers'of by is required to make a declara%ion under section 4 of 
i n  the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, shall, Fi, 
preases. at thc time of making the same, deposit with the 

Ma,gistrate before whom the declaration is made secu- 
rity to such an amount, not being less than five 
hundred or more than two thousand rupees, as the 
Magistrate may i n  each case think fit to require, in 
money or the equivalent thereof in securities of the 
Government of India : 

Provided that the Magistrate may, if he thinks 
fit, for special reasons to be recorded by him, dis- 
pense with the deposit of any security or may from 
time to time oancol or vary any order under this sub- 
scc tion. -.- 

(2) Whenever it appears to the Local Government 
that any printing-press kept in any place in the terri- 
tories under its administration, in respect of which a 
declaration was made prior to the commencement of 
this Act under section 4 of the Press 'and Registration f ' z  of 

of Books Act, 1867, is used for any of the purposes 
described in section 4, sub-section (I), the Local 
Government may, by notice in  writing, require the 
keeper of such press to deposit with the Magistrate 
within whose jurisdiotion the press is situated security 
to such an amount, not being less than five hundred 

' 

or more than five thousand rupees, as the Local Gov- 
ernwent may think fit to require, in money or the 
equivalent thereof in securities of the Government 
of India. 

Power to  4. (I)*Whenever i t  appears to the Local Govern- 
deolare secu- forfeited ment that any printing-press in respect of which any 
in certain security has bcen deposited as required by section 3 
cases. is used for the purpose of printing or publishing any 

newspaper, book or other document containing any a 

words, signs or visible representations which are 
likely or may have a tendency, directly or indirectly, 

, whether 



whether by inference, suggestion, allusion, metaphor, 
implication or otherwise- 

(a) to incite to murder or to any offence under 
VI of 1008. ' the Explosive Substances Act, 1908, or to 

any act of violence, or 

(8) to seduce any officer, soldier or sailor in the 
el Army or Navy of His Majesty from his 

allegiance or his duty, or 

(G) to bring into hatred or contempt Bis Majesty or 
the Government established by law in 
British India or the administration of 
justice in British India or any Native 
Prince or Chief under the suzerainty of His 

t Majesty, or any class or section of His 
1 
i Majesty's subjects in British India, or to 

excite disaffection towards His Majesty or 
-- the said Government or any such Prince 

or Chief, or 

r (d)  to put any person in fear or to cause annoy- 
ance to him and thereby induce him to 
deliver to any person any property or valu- 
able security, or to do any act which he is 

k not legally bound to do, or to omit to do 
any act which he is legally entitled to do, 

s' or 

the 
the 
ing 
in 

(e)  to encourage or incite any rerson to interfere 
with the administration of the law or with 
the maintenance of law and order, or 

(f) to convey any threat of injury to a public 
servant, or to alpy person in whom that 
public servant is believed to be interested, 
with a view to inducing that public servant 
to do any act or to forbear or delay to do 
any act connected with the exercise of his 
public functions, 

Local Government may, by notice in writing to 
keeper of such printing-press, stating or describ- 
the words, signs or visible representations which 

its opinion are of the nature described above, 
declare the security deposited in rcspect of such press 

and 
s e 



and all copies of such newspaper, book or other docu- 
ment wherever found to be forfeited to His Majesty. 

Bxplamatiom I.--In clause (c) the expression " dis- 
affection " includes disloyalty and all feelings of 
enmity. 

Bxplanatiom I%- Comments expressing disappro- 
val of the measures of the Government or of any such 
Native Prince or Chief as aforesaid with a view to 
obtain their alteration by lawful means, or of the 
administrative or other action of the Government or 
of any such Native Prince or Chief or of the adminis- 
tration of justice in British India without exciting 
or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or dis- 
affection do not come within the scope of clause (c). 

(2) After the expiry of ten days from the date 
of the issue ol: a notice under sub-section ( I ) ,  the 
declaration made in respect of such press under section 
4 of the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, of 

shall be deemed to be annulled. 
Deposit of 5. Where the security given in respect of any press 
fu'  has been declared forfeited under section 4, every seoority. person making a fresh declaration in respect of such 

press under section 41 of the Press and ltegistration of 
Books Act, 1867, shall deposit with the Magistrate f:: 
before whom such declaration is made security to such 
amount, not being less than one thousand or more 
than ten thousand rupees, as the Magistrate may 
think fit to require, in  money or the equivalent tliere- 
of in securities of the Government of India. - 

power to 6. I f  after such further security has been depo- 
declare sited the printing-press is again used for the purpose 
further cecu- 
ritv, of printing or publishing - .  any newspaper, - .  book - or - 

ini:&ss and other document containing any words, signs or visible 
Publicatiogls representations which in the opinion of the Local 
forfeited. 

Government are of the nature described in section 
4, sub-section ( I J ,  the Local Government may, by 
notice in  writing to the keeper of such printing-press, 
stating or describing such words, signs or visible * 

representations, declare- 
(a)  tho further security so deposited, 
( b )  ihe printing-prwu used for the purpose of 

printing or publishing such. ne ,r sijaper, 
book 



XTV oE 
1867. 

book or other document or found, in or 
upon the premises where such newspaper, 
book or other document is, or at the time 01 
printing the matter complained of was, 
printed, and 

(c )  all copies of such newspaper, book or other 
document wherever found, 

to be forfeited to His Majesty. 

7. (I) Where any printing-press is or any copies r 8 ~ n e  
#parch- 

of aliy newspaper, book or other document are declared 
forfeited to His Majesty, under this Act, the Local 
Government may direct any Magistrate to issue a 
warrant empowering any police-officer, not below the 
rank of a Sub-Inspector, to seize and detain any pro- 
perty ordered to be forfeited and to enter upon and 
search for such property in any premises- 

(i) where any such property may be or may be 
reasonably suspected to be, or 

(ii) where any copy of such newspaper, book or 
other document is kept for sale, distribution, 
publication or public exhibition or reason- 
ably suspected to be so kept. 

(2) Every warrant issued under this section shall, 
so far as relates to a search, be executed in manner 
provided for the execution of search-warrants under 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

8. (1) Every publisher of a, newspaper who is Deposit 
required to make a declaration under section 5 of the .;J,$$v~ 
Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, shall, at oew8psper, 
the time of making the same, deposit with the 
Magistrate before whom the declaration is made secu- 
rity to such an amount, not being less than five 
hundred or more than two thousand rupees, as the 
Magistrate may in each case think fit to require, in 
money or the equivalent thereof in securities of the 
Government of India : 

Provided that if the person registered under the 
said Act as printer of the newspaper is also registered 
as the keeper of the press where the newspaper is 
printed, the publisher shall not be required to 

dep~sit 
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deposit security so long as such registration is in 
force : 

Provided further that the Magistrate may, if he , 
thinks fit, for special reasons to be recorded by him, 
dispense with the deposit of any security or may 
from time to time cancel or vary any order under 

this sub-section, 
fi 

(2) Whenever it ap ears to the Local Government 
that a newspaper pu % lished within its territories, 
in respect of which a declaration was made by the 
publisher thereof prior to the commencement of this xxv OE 

Act, under section 5 of the Press and Registration 1867. 
s f  Books Act, 1867, contains any words, signs or 
visible representations of the nature described in 
section 4, sub-section ( I ) ,  the Local Government may, 
by notice in writing, require the publisher to deposit 
with the Magistrate, within whose jurisdiction the 
newspaper is published security to such an amount, not 
being less than five hundred or more than five thou- 
.sand rupees, as the Local Government may think fit 
to require, in money or the equivalent thereof in 
"securities of the Government of India. 

9. (1) I f  any newspaper in respect 0.1 which any 
security has been deposited as required by section 8 
contains any words, signs or visible representations 
which in the opinion of the Local Government are of 
the nature described in section 4, sub-section ( I ) ,  the 
Local Government may, by notice in writing to the 
publisher of such newspaper, stating or describing 
such words, signs or visible representations, declare 
such security and all copies of such newspaper, 
wherever found, to be forfeited to His Majesty. 

(2) After the expiry of ten days from the date 
of the issue of a notice under sub-section (I), the 
declaration made by the publisher of such newspaper 
under section 5 of the Press and Registration of Books xxv of 
Act, 1867, shall be deemed to be annulled. 1867. 

10. Where the security given in respect of any " 

newspaper is declared forfeited, any person making 
a fresh declaration under section 5 of the Press and 
Registration of Books Act, 186'7, as publisher of such 

newspaper, 
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newspajer, or any otheii hewspaper which is the @me - :. , .. 

, . .. in 'substance as.the said newspaper, shall deposit' with 
the Magistrate 'before whom: the declaration is made . 

, . 

security to such amount, not being less than one 
thousand or more than ten thousand sup-ees,. as the 
Magistrate may think fit to require, in  money or the 
equivalent thereof in  securities of the Government of 
India.. 

. ~ .  . 11. If  after such further security has been Power to 
deposited the newspaper again contains any words, ~~~~~,~ 

,1 signs or visible representations which in the. opinion security and 
of the Local Government are of the nature described ;;;;f;g"' . 

, .- i n  section 4, sub-section ( I ) ,  the Local Govern.ment 
may,- by notice in writing to . the publisher of such * '  ' 

'- 
newspaper, stating or describing such words, signs or 
visible representations, declare- 

(a)  the further security so deposited, and 
(6) all copies of such newspaper wherever found, 

to be.forfe1ted to His Majesty. 
12. (I) Where any newspaper, book or other 'power to 

document wherever printed appears to the Local Gov- ~~~~~f~ 
ernment to- contain any words, signs or visible repre- publications 

i sentations of the naturedescribed in  section 4, sub- E;r:;:i;d alld 

.4 section (1) ,. the Local Government may, by notifica- ,,,,,h, 
tion .in the localofficial Gazette, stating the grounds mrrante for 
of its opinion, -declare u c h  newspaper, book or other 

I 
document to be forfeited t0.Hi.s:. Majesty, and there- 
upon any police-officer may seize the same wherever 

, found, and any Magistrate may by warrant authorise 
any police-officer not below the rank of Bub-Inspector 
to enter upon and search for the same -in any premises 
where the newspapel., book or other- document may be 
or may be reasonably suspected to be. 
: . : ' (2) Every warrant issued under, this section shall, 
so far as relates to a .search, be executed in manner . . 

pro~idec'. for . the . execution of search-warrants under 
V oT 1898. the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. . . , 

13. The Chief, Customs-officer or - other -officer Power to 
authorized by the Local Government in this behalf ::zFges 
may detain any package brought,' whether by land or ooutainiug 
sea, into British India which he suspects to oontain 

any 

. . 

, 
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certain 
publicatione any newspapers, books or other documents of the 
when nature described in section 4, sub-section ( I ) ,  and 
imported shall forthwith forward copies of any newspa e*, 
into Tndia. books or other documents found therein to such o & cer 

rn the Local Government may appoint in this behalf 
to be disposed of in such manner as the Local Govern- 
ment may direct. 

Prohibition 
OF tr~nsmis- 14. No newspaper printed and published in British 
@ion hg post India shall be transmiftcd by post unless the printer 
of oertain and publisher have made a declaration under section 6 
nemqapers. of the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, and XxV of 

the publisher has deposited security when so required 1867* 
under this Ad.  

Power to 15. Any officer in charge of a post-office or a u t h ~ -  
detain 
artioles being rised by the Post-Master General in this behalf may 

* tranemitted detain any article other than a letter or parcel in  
BY post, course of transmission by post, which he suspects to 

contain- 
(a) any newspaper, book or other document con- 

taining words, signs or visible representa- 
tions of the nature described in section 4, 
sub-section ( I ) ,  or 

( b )  any newspaper in r a p e d  of which the decla- 
ration required by saction 5 of the Press 
and Registration of Books Act, 1867, has 
not been made, or the security required by 
this Act has not been deposited by the pub- 
lisher thereof, 

and shall deliver all such articles to  such officer as the 
Local Government may appoint in  this behalf to be 
disposed of in such manner as the Local Government 
may direct. 

Copies of i6. (1) The printer of every newspaper in British 
newupAperB India shall deliver a t  such place and to such officer as printed in 
British India the Local Government may, by notification in the 
to be local official Gazette, direct, and free of expense to ~~~~~ the Government, two copies of each issue of such 
Govornu,eut newspaper as soon as i t  is published. C 

(2) If any printer of any such newspaper neglects 
to deliver copies of the same in compliance with sub- 
section ( I ) ,  he shall, on the complaint of the offices 

to 
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21. Every High Court- shall, as soon as conve- 

Jurisdiction 22. Every declaration of forfeiture pur orting to 
be made under this Act shall, as against a f 1 persons, 
be conclusive evidence that the forfeiture therein 
referred to has taken place, and no prooeeding pur- 
porting to be taken under this Act shall be called in 
question by any Court; except the High Court on 
such application as aforesaid, and no civil or criminal 
proceeding, except as provided by this Act, shall be 
instituted against any person for anytling done or in 
good faith intended to be done under this Act. 

(2) Whoever publishes any newspaper without 
making a deposit under section 8 or section 10, when 
required so to do, or publishes such newspaper know- 
ing that such security has not been deposited, shall, 
on conviction by a Magistrate, be liable to the 
penalty to which he would be liable if he had failed 
to make the declaration prescribed by section 5 of the 
Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867. 

pro~isions 
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provisions hereinbefore contained, be returned to 
such person. 

26. Evcry notice under this Act shall be sent to Service of 
a Magistrate, who shall cquse it to be served in the 
manner provided for the service of summonses under 

V of 1898. the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 
26. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to " 

prevent any person from being prosecuted under any .,t b,,,,a, 
other law for any act or omission which constitutes an 
offence against this Act. 


