
[PASSED BY THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE.] 

(Received the assent of the Govermo~ General o n  tho 1st. 
October, 1929.) 

, . An Act to provide for certain matters in connection with the. 
taking of the Census. 

HEREAS it  has been determined .tb take a census oQ W British India during tho year 1931, and i l  is expedient 
: 

to provide for certain matters in connection with the  taking 
of such census; It is hereby. enacted a s  follows :- i 

1. (1) This Act inay be called the Indian Census Act, sllort 

1929. eatent. 

(2) It ex%ends to the whde  of British India, including 
British Baluchistan and the Sonthal Parganas. 

t 

i 
! 

2. (1) The I~ocal  Government may appoint any person to Appointment of I 

take, or aid in, or supervise the taking of, the census within cemus*Officers~ 1 
I 

c any specified local area. 
(2) Persons so appointed shall be called census-o5cers. 

(3) The Local Government may delegate to such authority, 
as i t  thinks fit, the power of appointing census-officers which 
is conferred by this section. 

3. (1) A declaration in m~ritiiig, signed by any officer P ~ O O ~  or 
appointment of 

authorised by the Local Government in this behalf, tha t  any census-officers 
and their status 

person has been duly appointed a census-oacer for any local aspublic 
servants. 

area shall be conclusiv,e proof of such appointment. 
i (2 )  All census-officers shall be deemed to be public servants 
a 1860.. within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code. 

4? (1) (a) Every nfficer in command of any body of me:l Disc,,argeoE 

. ' belonging to .Eis Majesty's naval ,  -l1iilitary or air forces or ce11~1l.s-officers duties of 

' to His Majesty's Indian Marine Service or of  any .vessel of cases. 

war, 

(6) every person (except a pilo$ o? barbour-master) having 
charge or control of a vessel, 

. . (c) every 
4 \..: 
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( c )  every person in charge of a lunatic asylum, hospital, 
workhouse, prison, reformatory or lock-up or of any puldic, 
cbnribal~lcr, raligiouo or cducationnl inetitnliolz, 

(d) every keeper, secretary or manager of any surai, hotel, 
boarding-house, lodging-house, emigration depbt or club, nr-cl 

(e)  every occupant of iin^moveable property who has at  tho 
'time of the taking of the census not less than twenty persons 
living on or in  such prope~ty, and every manager or officer f 
of a railway or other cominercial or industrial establishment 
who has a t  such time not less than ten persons employed 
under. hiin, 
shall, if so required by the District Magistrate or by such 
officer as the Local Government may appoint in this beha,lf, 
perform such of the duties of a census-officer in relation to 
the persons who at  the time of the taking of the census are 
under his command or charge, or are inmates of his house or 
present on or in such iminoveable property or are employecl 
under him, as such Magistrate or officer may, by mitten 
order, direct. 

(2) All the provisions of this Act relating to census-officers 
shall apply, so far  as \hey can be made applicable, to all 
persons while performing such duties under this section, and 
any ~ e r s o n  refusing or neglecting to perform any duty which 
he is directed under this section to perform shall be deemed 
to have committed an offence under section 187 of the 1ndia.u XLVof laG0. 

l'ellal Code. 
Power of 
District Magls- 

5. (1) The District Magistrate, or such officer as the 
trateto call Local Gove~nhent  may a,ppoint in this behalf for any local upon certain 
z;;g&,",","give area, may, by written order, which shall have effect through- 

out the limits of his district or of such local area, as the 
case may be, call upon- ,\ 

(a) all owners and occupiers of land, tenure-holders, 
farmers, assignees of land-revenue and lessees of 
fisheries under the Burma Fisheries Act, 1905, or Bur. A C ~  111 

of 1905. the Upper Burma Land and Revenue Regulation, IIIof18ao. 

1889, or their agents, 
(b) all village-officers and servants in estates as defined in 

the C~adras Proprietary Estates' Village Service Mad. ~ c t  11 of 

Act, 1894, and 1884. 

( c )  all members of panchayats appointed under the 
Village ~ h a d r i d a r i  Act, 1870, or the Sylhet and Den. net VI ,,i 

Cachar Rural Police Regulation, 1883, or members :R,:Oiss3, 

of 
53 i 
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of union boards established under the ~ e n ~ a l  
Village Self-Government Act, 1919, all ghatwals, 
Unit-tahsildars and members of a panch 
appoinLed undor the Nih& a d  Orima Vil 

L--- 

Administration Act, 1922: al'l members of vil 
authorities constituted under the Assam Local Self- 

rm Act Iof r. Governmeilt Act, 1915, or the .Assai.n Rural Self- 
im A C ~  V I ~  Governn~ent Act, 1926, and all village-headmen iu 
B28. 

thc Hnmal~n Divisioa of the United Provinccs, 

to give such assistance as be needs towards the tnliing of a 
census of the persons who are at the time of the taking of the 
census on the lands of such owners, occupiers, holders, 
farmers and assignees, or within the limits of such fisheries 
or in the villages or other areas for which such village-officers 
and servants, papchayats, union boards, village-authorities, 
ghat-ivals, Unit-tahsildars or village-headmen are a~pointed,  
as the case may be. 

(2)  Such order shall specify the nature of the assistance 
required, and such owncrs, occupiers, holders, farmers, 
assignees and lessees, or their agents, and such village-officers 
and servants, the mcmbers of such panchayats, union boarda 
and village-authorities, and such ghatwals, Unit-tahsildars 
and village-headmen shall be bound to obey it. 

'6. Every census-officer inay ask all such questions of all ; ; ~ t , . s ~ ~ ~  
persons within the limits of the local area for which be is census-omcers, 
appointed as, by instructions issucd in this behalf by the 
Local Government and published in the official Gazette, he 
inay be directed tb ask. 

7. Every person of whom any question is aaked under the  oblrgationto 
answer 

last foregoing- section shall be legally bound to answcr such suestione. 

question to the best of his knowledge or belief: 
Provided that no person shall be bound to state the name 

of any female member of his household, and no woman shall 
be bound to state the name of her husband or deceased husband 
or of any other person whose name she is forbidden by custom 
to mention. 

8. Every person occupying any house, enclosure, vessel or Gccu~iertd 
allow access, 

other place shall allow census-officers such access thereto as s;G;:r 
they may require for the purposes of the censna, and as, numbers. 

having regard to the customs of the country, mag be reasoh- 
able, and shall allow them to paint on o s  affix to the place 

such 

.~ . . . . . . . . .- -. . .. :8 
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duch letters, makks or numbers as may be necessary for the 
purpose of the census. 

9. (I) Subject ta  ~ n r ~ h  ordero as the L o c d  Gnvernment 
may isaue in this behalf, any census-officer may leave, or 
cause to be left, I 

(a)  at any dwelling-house within the local area for which i 
he is appointed, or I 

(b) ,  with any manager or officer of any commercial trr 1 
industrial establishment who has a t  the time of 
the taking of the census not less than ten persons 
employed under. him, 

a schedule for the purpose of its being filled up by tho 
oc'cnpier of such house or of any specified part thereof, or by 
such manager or officer with such particulars as the Local 
Government may direct regarding the inmates of such house 
or part, or the person employed under such manager or officer 
a t  the time of the taking of the census, as the case may be. 

(8) 'When any such schedule has been so left, the occupier 
of the house or part to which i t  relates, or the manager or 
offleer with whom it is left, shall fill it up, or cause it to be 
filled up, to the best of his knowledge or belief, so far a8 
regards the inmates of such house or part, or the persons 
employed under him a t  the time aforesaid, as the case may 
be, and shall sign his name thereto, and, when so required, 
shall deliver the schedule so filled up and signed to the census- 
officer or to such person as the census-officer snap direct. 

10. I n  any of the following cases, namely :- 
(a) if a oensus-officer or a person lawfully required to give 

assistance towards the taking of a census refuses or 
neglects to use reasonable diligence in performing 
any duty imposed upon him or in obeying any ordcr 
issued to him in  accordance with this Act or with 
.any rule duly made thereunder, 

( b )  if a census-officer intentionally puts any offensive or 
improper question or lrnowingly lnalres any Salve 
return, or, without the yevioumanction of tllz 
Governor General in Council or the Local Gove~n- 
ment, discloses any information which he has 
received by meails of or for the purposes of a censu8 
re tun^, 

(c) j f  
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. (c) if any person refuses to. ailswer to ;$&e bBs t&~~ 'h&" ;  . . .  . .<" %'* . 1 . . .  ., 
khowledge or belief any ipestion asked of-bi&x,b~~a'  . '  

. I  
.census-offiocr-which he is legally ....... bound. bjr s e c t i ~ .  ....... . . . .  . . , 

.... . . i .  ,.i. . . . . .  . . .  ..... 7 so to .answe?, ? . - .  #.-... ...: ....... ! :, . 
. .  > . . .  3 . .  1 - . . . . . . . .  : .  . . . .  

. . . .  (d) if any person occupying any house, cnclosui*e., v&sel.-.:[. . , . . .  . . . .  
. < or other place refuses to allow a census-offices such .. - : 

reasonable access thereto as he is required by - , 

. . 
section 8 to allow, . . i 

. ,~ 

( e )  if any person yeiaoves, obliterates, alters or. injures -- 
before the 31st day of March, 1931, 'gny,letters, i 

marks or nunzbers which have been painted or 
affixed for the purposes of the census, -.- i 

( f )  if any occupier of a .  dwelling-house or part thereof or ! 
2 any person with u~hoin a schedule i s  left  under 

fiection 9 lrnowingly and without sufficient cause j 

fs~ils ti coinply with the provisions of section 9, or j 

makes any false return unrler that section, , 

he shall be punishable witg fine which may extend to .fifty 
'i 

11. '(1) The Governinent may, by notification in the bffinial Jurisdictionin 
Piosecu tions.-- Gazette, declared before what cla~sses of Magistrates proseell- 

tions under this Act may be instituted. 

(2). Unless and until, a notification is published under sub- 
(I), all prosecutions under this Act shall,, in the towns 

' of Calcutta, Madras ancl Boinbay, be instituted before a 
Presideilcy Ma.gistrate, and elsewhere, before the District 

(3) No prosecution under this Act shall be instituted except 
prith the previous sanction of tbe Local Government, or of 
some officer authorisid by the Local Gover~lillent in this behalf', 

12. No -persoli shall. have a right 'to inspect any book, Redorcls of 
celisoa no1 open 

registel. or record made by a census-officer in the' discharge of to inspection 
or r.dmiosilrle 

his duty as such officer or any schedule delivered under section in evidence in certnin 
thstanding anything to the contrary in the1ndia.n pr030e"ngs. 

ct, 18172., no entry in any such boolr, register, 
record or schcdule shall be adinissible as evidence in an.y civil 

r any proceedilzg under Chapter 111 or Cha.pter' 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

13. Notwiihstanding anything i n  any enactment or rule Ten~por?r$ 
8llspcnsIon of 

with respect to the mode in u7hich a ccnsus is to b e  taken in locslenract- 
lnents and 

-any municipality, the municipal authority may, a t  the time rules 8s to 
mode of taking 

appointed . . .  
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c e ~ ~ u a i n  appointed foi the  taking of the census of British India during dlunlc~palltic$. 
thc year 1931, cause the census of the municipality to be 
taken wholly or in part by any method authorised by this Act. 

. r iure .wd '14. Notwithstanding anything in any enactment or rule, 
in regard to munibipal, local, union or village funds, the 
Local Government may direct that the whole oy any part of 
ally expenses incurred for anything done in accordance with 
this Act may be charged to any municipal, local, union 01 

village fund constituted for, and on behalf of, the area within 
mluch such expenses were incurred. 

power to mahe 15. (1) The Governor General in Council may make rules 
for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) I n  particular, and without prejudice to the generality 
of the foregoing power, the Governor General in Council Ilmy 
malre rules providing-- 

(a,) for the appointment of census-officers and of persons 
to perform any of the duties of census-officers or 
to give assistance towards the taking of a census, 
and f ~ r  the genelral instructions to be issued to 
such officers or persons; 

( h )  for the enumerating of persons employed on rai1mra-y~ 
and their families and of other classes of tlze 
population for whom it may be necessary or eu- 
pedient to make special provision ; and 

( c )  for the enumeration of persons travelling on ihe night 
when a census is taken. 

(3)  The Governor General in Council may, by general or 
special order, direct that all or any of the powers conferrod 

6 

up011 hiin by this section may also be exercised by any Local 
Governinent with respect to the territories admisistexed bp if. 

~~~~ps--&--ax.sti--ig ~.30--1,ono, 


