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An Act further to amend the ]Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 
1923, for certain purposes. 

HEREAS i t  is expedient further to amend t.he Indian W Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for the purposes here- 
inafter appearing; I t  is hereby enacted as follows :- 

1. This Act may be called the Indian Merchant Shipping shorttitle. 
(Amendment) Act, 1931. 

2. After clause (a) of sub-section (2) of section 5 of the $ygg~jt 
Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923 (hereinafter referred to ~ $ Z X I O ~ )  

as the said Act), the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : - 

" (aa) The provisions relating to the employment of 
young persons shall apply to ships registered in 
British India' and to foreign ships in the manner 
prescribed in the said provisions." 

3. I n  sub-seetion (1) of section 23 of the said Act,- Amendment of 
'section 23 Act 

(a) the words " Subject to the provisions of the Appren- XXIoflg'~3.  

. tices Act, 1850," shall be omitted; 
(b) after the word " boy " the words " not under 

*fourteen years of age" shall be inserted; and 
(c) for the words " said Act shall, save as hereinafter 

provided in this section " the  words " Apprentices 
Act, 1850, shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Act " shall be substituted. 

5 
k- 4. After section 37 of the said .i4ct, the lollowing heading :;;;:;;;;inew 
t x  and sections shall be inserted, namely :- 3 7 B  3 7 c  3 i ~  

3 7 6  37~: 3 7 ~ :  
S7H,  371 m d  

:i. z- 375 In Act X X I  " Employment of Young Persons. of 1923. 
h 

f 378. For the purposes of the following provisions- DeBnltlons or 
$ "coasting+~hlp*', 

(i) " coasting-ship " means a ship exclusively employed ;i:z$F,nd 1 in trading between any ports of places on the ziz,"t,nC, 
k continent 6 1 
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$ 
k. cont,inent nf India, or between Aden and Parim, C - 

or between ports or places on the continent of 
, .-4--- India and ports-or places in the i~llnnd of' 

Ceylon ; r (ii) " young lascar " means a lascar or other native- 

t seaman under eighteen years of age; and 
f (iii) " young person " means a person under eighteen 

P years of age, and includes a young lascar. 

Employment 
of &fldrsn. 37B. No young person under fourteen years of age shall 

be engaged or carried to sea to work in any capacity in any 
ship registered in British India and no young lascar under 
fourteen years of age shall be engaged or carried to sea to 
work in any capacity in any foreign ship, except- 

/ (u) in a school-ship, or training-ship, in accordance with 
the prescribed conditions ; or 

(b )  in a ;hip in which all persons employed are member8 
of one family; or 

(c)  in a home-trade ship of a burden not exceeding three- 
hundred tons; or I 

(a )  where such young person is to be employed on i 

nominal wages and will be in the charge of his 
father or other adult near male relative. 

37C. ( I )  Subject to the provisions of sub-sections ( 2 )  and f 
(3), no young person shall be engaged or carried to sea to 
work as a trimmer or stoker in any ship registered in British 3 
India, and no young lascar shall be engaged or carried to sea 
to work as a trimmer or stoker in any foreign ship. 

(2)  Sub-section ( I )  shall not apply- 

(a)  to any work of trimming or stoking done by a young 
\ 

person in a school-ship or training-ship in accord- 
p% 

ance with the prescribed conditions; or id 
3 

( b )  to any work of trimming or stoking done by a young % M 
person in a ship which is mainly propelled other-- 
wise than by steam; or 

(c )  to the engagement or carrying to sea of a young 
person over sixteen years of age to work as a 
trimmer or stoker on a coasting ship, provided he 
is employed iu accordance with the prescribed con- 
ditions. 

* (3) Where 
2 
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(3)  Where in any port. a lrimruw or stoker is required fo1- 
any ship mentioned in sub-section ( I ) ,  other than a coasting- 
ship, and no person over eighteen years of age is available, 
two young persons over sixteen years of age may be engaged 
and carried to sea to do the work which would otherwise have 
been done by one person over eighteen years of age. 

(4) There shall be inclnded in every agreement with the 
crew in ships to which this section applies a short summary, 
of the provisions of this section. 

37D. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (Z), no ",=Attonot 
young person shall be engaged or carried to sea to work in ~ o w ~ e r s o l l e i  

any capacity in any ship registered in British India, and no 
young lascar shall be engaged or carried to sea to work in  
any capacity in any foreigm ship, unless there has been 
'delivered to the master a certificate granted by a prescribed 
authority that the young person is physically fit to be 
-employed in that capacity. 

(2) Sub-section (1) shall not apply- 
(a) to the employment of a young person in a ship in 

which all persons employed are members of one 
family; or 

( b )  where the shipping-master, on the ground of urgency, 
has authorised a young person to be engaged and 
carried to sea, without the certificate required by 
sub-section (1) being delivered to the master, and 
the young person is not employed beyond the flrirst 
port at which the ship in which he is so engaged 
calls except in accordance with the provisions of 
sub-section (1). 

(3) A certificate of physical fitness required undea this 
section shall remain in force for one year only from the d&e 
on which it is granted. 

37E. There shall be includecl in every agreement with Maintenanoa or ust or 

the crew of every ship registered in British India and every mg~eter young pamom of 
foreign ship, which engages young persons in British India, lna? 

a list of young persons who are members of the crew, together 
with particulars of the dates of their birth, and, in the case 
of any such ship where there is no agreement, the master 
shall keep a register of young persons with particulars of the 
'dates of their birth and of the dates on which they becanze 
or ceased to be members of the crew. i. 

I 373'. If 
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Penalty for 
oontravcnt,on 37F. I f  any young person is carriccl to sca to work in  
g!g~~$;B,~~B~ contravention of section 37B, section 37C or section 37D, 

the master of the ship shall for each such offence be  liable tc~ 
a fine which may extend to fifty, rupees. 

Penaltyforfalse 37G. I f  any young person is engaged to work in any 
representation 
byparentor capacity in a ship in contravention of section 37B, section guardian. 

37C or section 37D on a false representation by his parent or  
guardian that  the young person is of an age a t  which such 
engagement is not in contravention of those sections, such 
parent or guardian shall be liable to a fine which may extend 

. . to fifty ruhees. 
Penalty for 
failure to 37H. If the master of any ship refuses or neglects to pro- 
$ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f c a l  duce for inspection any medical certificate delivered to him 
impecti0n. - under section 37D when required so to do by a shipping- 

master, he shall for each such offence be liable to a fine mhich 
may extend to fifty rupees. 

Penalty for 371. If the master of a ship where there is no agreement 
P ~ P O , ~ ~ ~ ~  with the crew fails to keep the register of young persons 

required to he kept by him under section 37E, or refuses or 
neglects to procluce such register for inspection when required 
so to do by a shipping-master, he shall be liable to a fine 
which may extend to two hunched rupees. 

Power to make 37J. (1) The Governor General in Council may make rules 
rules. 

prescribing- 

(a) the conditions of employment of young persons, in  
any capacity, in  school-ships and training-shipa, 
and the authorities by whom and the manner in  
mhich the inspection of their work shall be carried 
out ; 

( b )  the conditions of eniployment of young persons as 
trimmers or stokers in coasting-ships; 

( c )  the authorities whose certificates of physical fitness 
shall be accepted for the purposes-of section 37D; 
and 

(d) the form of the register' of young persons to be main- 
tained in ships where there is no agreement with 
the crew. 

(2)  Rules uncler clause ( b )  shall be made after consultatior~ 
with such organisations in British India as the Governor 
General in Council lnny consider to be most representative of 
the employers of seamen and of seamen." 

5. After 
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6 .  After scotiorl 43 uf l l ~e  said Act, the following s ~ c t ~ i n n  Insertion of 
new aroblon 

shall be inserted, nalnsly :- 4 3 ~  of ~ w e ~ .  In AOL XXJ 

" 438. (1) The master of every ship, except home-trade UerbKioeta ne to work of 
ships of a burden not exceeding three hundred tons, shall sign aesman. 

G 
b and give to a seaman discharged from his ship in British 

[, India, either on his discharge or on payment of his wages, a 
certificate in a form sanctioned by the Governor General in g 

b - 
B Council stating- 

(a )  the quality of the work of the seaman; or 

f ( 6 )  whether the seaman has fulfilled his obligations under 

I the agreement with the crew. 
d 

(2) If the master acts in contravelition of this section, he 
I 

shall for each offepce be liable to an fine which may extend to 
one hundred rupees." 

6 

6. After section 58 of the said Act, the following section InsertJon ot 
new seotlon 586 

shall be inserled, namely : - in A C ~  XXI OP 
1925. 

" 58A. (I) Where the service of a lascar or native scaman ,"I","grtr;-- 
employed on a ship registered in British India or engaged in ZY;",~ 
British India for employment on a foreign ship terminates 
before the date contemplated in the agreement by reason of 
the wreck or loss of the ship, the lascar shall, notwithstanding 
anything contained in section 58, but subject to the provisions 
of this section, be entitled to receive- 

(a) wages a t  the rate to which he was entitled a t  the 
date of the termination of service, until he is sent 
home or to a port near his home in  accordance 
with section 75, ol: until he has been sent home or 
to a proper port of return in accordance with the 
Merchant Shipping Acts, or has i n  any other way 
reached his port of departure from India or a 
port near his home, as the case may be; and 

(b) compensation for the loss of his efiects up to one 
month's wages a t  the said rate. 

(2)  A lascar shall not. be entitled to receive wages under 
clause (a) of sub-section (I) in respect of any period during 
which- 

(a,) he was or could have been suitably employed; or 

( b )  he 
5 
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(b)  hc, negligently Fuilod to bpply to the proper authority 
for relief as a distressed or destitute lascar:' 

, 
kt' a;mcnameDb aedlon 86 of 7. l n  section 85 of the said Act,-- 

a c t  xxt b 
-1923. (a)  for sub-section ( I )  the following sub-section shall be 

substituted, namely : - 

" (1 )  All British ships and all ships upon which seamen 
have been shipped in British India shall have on 
board sxxfficient pro-crisions and water of good 
quality and fit for the use of the crew on the scale 
specified in the agreement with the crew."; 

(b) in sub-section (Z), for the words " the officer or person 
making the examination " t.he words " any person making an 
inspection under section 91 " shall be substituted; 

(c) in sub-section (4),- 

(i) for the g-ords '' The officer directing or the person 
making the examination " the words " The person 
maliing the inspection " shall be substituted; and' 

(ii) for the word " examination ", where it occurs the 
second time, the word " inspection" shall be 
substituted ; and 

(d)  in  sub-section ( 5 ) ,  for the nrords " If the said officer 
certifies in that statement that there was no reasonable ground 
for the complaint, each of the complainants " the following 
shall be substituted, namely : - 

" I f  the inspection was made in pursuance of a request 
by members of the crew and the person making the 
inspection certifies in the statement of the result 
of the inspection that there was no reasonable 
ground for the request, every member of the crew 
who made the request ". 

amondmontof 8. For section 91 of the said Act, the following section 
sectlon 91 
act. XXI @hall be substituted, namely : - 
I oaa. --- 
Inspection of " 91. 'A shipping-inaster, deputy shippingmaster, or 
provialom, 
water, other oacer duly appoiated in this behalf by the Governor 
medidnee. 
andappliinws, General in Council, at any port- 
welghts mud 
measures and 
aooommodatfon. (a)  in the case of any ship upon which seamen have been 

shipped at that port, may at any time, and 

( b )  in 
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>3 ( h )  in the case of any British ship, may at any time, g 
I 
i 

and, i f  the master or three or more of the crew so - 1 
req-ciest, shall, I 

I nq 

enter on board the ship and inspect.--- 

(i) the provisions and water, 

( i i )  the medicines and appliances, 

(iii) t h e  weights and measures, 

( i v )  the accommodation for seamen, 

with which the ship is required to be provided by or under 
this Act or the Merchant Shipping Acts." 

9. Nothing in section 2, section 3 or section 4 shall " v i n ~  - 
prevent the carrying to sea of a young person in a ship in 
which he ie lawfully engaged to work at  the commencement 
of this Act. 


