i7 of 1955,

THE CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

- No.60r 2004

= AnAct further to amend the C1t1zensh1p Act 1955

follows —
1 (1) This Act may be called the Crtrzenshrp (Amendment) Act 2003

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Govemment may, by notification
in the Ofﬁcral Gazette appomt et it g A

Prov1ded that dnfferent dates may be appomted for different prov1srons of this Act and
any reference in any such provision to the commencement of thls Act shall be constr ued as
a reference to the commencement of that provision.’ ‘

2. Insection 2 of the Cltlzenshlp Act, 1955 (heremaﬁer referred to as the prmcrpal Act),
in sub sectlon (1 ),

(i) for clauses (b) and (c) and the provuso to clause (c), the followmg clause shall
~be substituted, namely — . :

o ‘(13) ‘zlllegal migran * means aforeignerwh'o has enteredtinto .India'—

(i) without a valid passport or other travel documents and such

- other-document or author lty as may be prescrrbed by or under any faw in -

- thatbehalfor

(i) with a valid passport or other travel documents and such other .

“document or authority as may be prescrrbed by or under ~any:law in that
behalf but remains therem beyond the penmtted perlod of tlme, ;
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“BE it enacted by Parliamient in “the Flﬂy-fourth Year of the Republrc of Indra as
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(#) after clause (¢), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:—
‘(ee) “overseas citizen of India” means a person who— -
. (i) is of Indian origin being a citizen ofa speciﬁed country, or

(iywasa citizen of India 1mmediately before becommg acitizenofa . |
< :gpecified: country, 500 ¢

and is registered as an overseas citizen of India by the Central Government
under sub-section (/) of section 7A;’;

(#ii) after clause (g), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:—
© “(gg) “specified country” means a country specified in the Fourth
-'Schedule: o L . ,

Provided that the Central Government may, by notification in the Official -
Gazette, amend the said Schedule by way of addltlon or omission of any entry
- therein:

Provrded further that every notification issued under this clause shall, as
soon as may be, aﬂer it is made, be laid-before each House of Parliament;”.’
Substituion - 3. For section 3 of the principal Act, the following section shall be substituted, namety:—

of new section
for section 3.

szenshlp by _ - “3. (] ) Except as provided in sub-’section ), every person born in India—

birth:- ’ )
- \ , 1987 S .
R ' (b) on or after the 1st day of July, 1987, but before the commencement of :
o ‘ the Citizenship (Amendment) Act 2003 and either of whose parents 1s a cmzen
SRR ofIndia at the time ofhis birth R i -

(a)onor aﬂer the 26th day of January, 1950, but before the 1st day of July,

(c) on or aﬂer the commencement of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act
2003, where— '
(i) both of his parents are citizens of India; o |
(ii) one of whose parents is a citizen of India and the other is not an
111ega] migrant at the time of hlS birth
shall be a cltlzen of India by birth

o @A person s shall not be a citizen of Ind1a by v1rtue of th1s section if at the time
of his birth— -~~~ ~ ,

(@ either his father.or mother possesses such 'imrnunity from suits and
_legal process as is accorded to an envoy of a foreign sovereign power accredited
to the President of Indla and he or she, as the case tay be is not a citizen of
India; or ,

(b) his father or mother i is an enemy allen and the b1rth occurs in a place
then under occupatlon by the, ]

Amendment  4.In sectlon 4 of the princlpal Act, for sub section ), the followmg sub-sections shall
_of section 4. e gybstituted, namely:—

“(1) A person born outside India shall be a citizen of Indla by descent —

(a) on or after the 26th day of January, 1950, but before the 10th day of
December 1992 if his father is a citizen of India at the time of his birth; or
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_ (b) onor aﬁer the 1 0th day of December 1992 ifeither. of his parents isa
o cltlzen of lndla at the time of his blrth :

Provrded that if the father of a person referred to in clause '(a) was a citizen of
India by descent only, that person shall not be a citizen of India by virtue of this
. sectlon unless—-,_,, ot malecs AT

“Ha) h1s brrth is’ reglstered at-an lndran consulate within one year of
. lts occurrence or the commencement ofthis Act, whichever is later, or, with

the permnssron of the Central Govemment aﬁer the explry of the said
_perlod OF i e e e

7 . (b)his father is, at the time of hlS bll'th in servrce under a Govemment
1nlnd1a et N ST

was a, crtlzen of Indra by descent only, that person shall not be a citizen of India by
thls sectlon unless—, o :

_ vrrtue

(a) hlS birth is regrstered at an’ lndran consulate within one year of |
1ts occurrence or on or after the 10th day of December, 1992, whichever is
later or. with the permrssron of the Central Govemment after the explry of

BRI (b) elther of hlS parents is, at the time: of hlS blrth in. servrce under a
Govemment in India: E e B

;Provided also that onor after the 'corrﬂencement ofthe Citizenship (Amendment)
' -Act 2003 a person shall not be a citizen of India by.virtue of this section, unless his
_ 'eglstered at an Indlan nsulate in such form and in such manner, as may be
o prescribed —, : ~ : :

(i) w1thm one year of its occurrence or the commencement of the Cltlzenshrp
(Amendment) Act 2003, wh1chever is later; or.. : . ~ '

: - (i) with. the penmssron of the Central Govemment aﬁer the exprry of the
sald perlod S

+ .. Provided also, that no such birth shall be reglstered unless the parents 6f such
person declare, in such form and in such manner as may be prescribed; that the minor
- does not hold the passport of another country.

" (14) Aminor who is a cltrzen of Ind1a by virtue ofthis section and is also acitizen -
+.+ of any-other country ‘shall cease to be-a citizén of India if he does not renounce the - - "
-7, citizenship or nationali lty of another country w1thm s1x months of attammg full age.

5. In sectlon50fthe prmclpalAct—— ) A S .  Amendment
RO ) f ion 5.
(a) for sub-section (), the followmg shall be substltuted namely— ot sectien >

o (1) Subject to the provisions of this section and: such other conditions

L and restr ‘nons as, may be prescrrbed the Central Government ‘may, on an
- e in this behalf, register as a cltrzen of India any person not being.
' an 1llegal mlgrant who is not already such citizen by virtue of the Constitution or

of any other provrsnon of th1s Act 1f he belongs to any of the followmg categories,
namely:i— ,

(a) a person of Indian origin who i is ordmarlly res1dent in India for
-seven’ years before makmg an appllcatlon for reglstratlon e

(b) a person of lndlan orlgm who is ordmarlly res1dent m any country
~-or place outsnde und1v1ded India; - e

(c) a person ‘who is married to a cltlzen of Indla and 1s dmarrly
resident in India for seven years ‘before maklng an appllcatlon for
reglstratron
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(d) m1nor children of persons who are crtlzens of India;

(e) a person of full age and capacrty whose parents are registered as
citizens of India under clause (a) of this sub-sectron or sub-sectlon (I) of
section 6; TR o ‘

- (fy aperson of full age and capacrty who, or either of his parents was
earller citizen of independent India, and has been residing in India for one
year immed 1ately before makmg an applrcatlon for regrstratlon,

(g)a person of full age and capacrty who has been regrstered as an
- overseas citizen of India for five years, and who has been residing in India
for two years before making an application for registration.

o ’%‘Explanatton 1.~For the purposes of clauses (a) and (c), an applicant
shall be deemed to be ordinarily resident in India if— "

- v e(iyhe has résided in'India throughout the perlod of twelve months
1mmed1ately before making an application’ for reglstratlon, and™*

+ (i) he has resided in India durmg the elght years rmmedlately
a precedmg the sald perrod of twelve months for a perrod of not less- than six

deemed to be: of Indlan origin ifhe, or either ofhis parents. was bom in undivided
< India or in'such other territory which became part of Ind1a aﬁer the 15th day of
August, 1947.7;

-.(b)-after. sub~sectron 5,
* %(6) If the Central G fied that Eirc
““render it necessary to grant exemptlon from't ¢ residentia

clause (c) of sub-section (/) to any person or a class of | persons it may, for
. -reasons.to.be recorded in. wrltmg, grant such exemptlon. Lo

* 6. In section 6 of the principal Act in ‘sub-section (1), for the words “who is not a
citizen of a country:specified in.the: F1rst Schedule” the words “not: bemg an |llegal migrant”
shall be substituted. T e

7.:Aftér:section:7- of the prmcrpal Act the followmg headmg and sectrons shall be

7A (1 )’ The Central Government kmay, subjy ect to such cond itions‘and restrictions
_.including the condmon of reciprocity as may be prescribed, on an applrcatmn ‘made in
this behalf, register any person as an overseas cmzen of Indla if—

~ (a) that person is of Indian orlgm of full age and capacrty who isa crtlzen
of a specrﬁed country, or -

| btamed the citizenship
of the Citizenship
dlately before such

: (c) that person is a minor of a person mentioned Ain: clause (a) or
clause (b)

(2) The person regrstered as an overseas crtlzen of Indla under sub-section (/)
; shall be an overseas crtrzen of Indra as from the date on whlch he is so registered.

(3) No person who has been depnved of h1s Indran crtrzenshrp under this Act
.. shall be, regrstered as an overseas cltrzen of Indla under sub-sectlon (1) except by an
' order of the Central Government ' ~ .
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Explanatxon —-For the purposes of thlS sectlon and sectlons 7B 7C-and 7D, the
. expressron person of lndlan origin” shall mean a citizen of another country who—

(1) was ehglble to become a crtlzen of lndla at the tune of the commencement
of the Constrtutron

| \ . )y belonged to a terrltory that became part of Indla aﬁer the 15th day of
,_August 1947 and C i A

e () the chlldren and grand-chlldren of a person‘cover d‘under clauses (i) .
and (n) but does not include a person who is'or had been at- any time'a citizen of
 Pakistan, Bangladesh or such other country as the Central Government may, by
o notlﬁcatlon in the 0fﬁcral Gazette specify. ; ; :

7B. ¢)) Notwrthstandmg anythmg contamed in any other law for the time being

. in force, an overseas citizen of India shall be entitled.to such rights [other. than the

rights specified under sub-section (2)] as the Central Govemment may, by notlﬁcatlon
- inthe Official Gazette, specify in this behalf. - : :

(2)An overseas cmzen of Indla shall not be entltled to the rlghts conferred ona
*citizenof India— - o0 o o e e - /

(a) under article 16 of the Constltutlon wrth regard to equallty of
‘opportunity in matters of public employment; ‘

(b) under article. 58. of the Constitution for electlon as Presrdent
{c) under article 66 of the Constitution for electron of Vrce-Presrdent

; {(d) under article 124 of the Constltutlon for appomtment asa J udge of the
Supreme Court;

i i (@ under article 217 of the Constltutlon for. appomtment asa J udge of the
_ ngh Court; . , : SENL , , .
"1950.
to reglstratlon asa voter; "
(g) under sections 3 and 4 ofthe Representation of the People. Act N

with regard to the eligibility for bemg a member of the House of the Peopl
the Councrl of States, as the case may be;

1951.

(h) under sectlons 5, 5A and 6 of the Representa ion f‘the‘ People)A'ct,
"1951.

~wor a Leglslatlve Council, as the case may be, of a State;

RN ) for appomtment to pubhc serv1ces and posts m connectlon w1th the’
affalrs of the Union’ orof any State except for appomtment in such TV es.and
‘posts as the Central Government may by specral order in that behalf Sp kcrfy

3) Every notrﬁcatron rssued under sub sectron (1) shall be lard before each
House of Parllament S -

I S (o} (1) If any overseas crtlzen of Indla of full age and capacrty makes m the
“prescribed manner a declaration renouncing his overseas cmzenshlp .of India, the
* “declaration shall be registered by the Central Govemment and ‘upon such reglstratlon

that person shall cease to.be an overseas citizen of Indla c

(2) Where a pérson ceases to be an overseas citizen of India under sub-sectlon
‘ (1 ) every minor child of that person registered as an overseas citizen of Ind1a shall
- thereupon cease to be an oversea Citiz .

7D. The Central Government may, by order cancel the reglstratlon granted under
_sub sectlon (1) of sectlon 7A 1f 1t lS satlsﬁed that-—— s : |

ey (a) the regrstratron as an overseas crtrzen of Indra was: obtamed by means
of fraud false representatlon or the concealment of any matenal fact ‘or«

.. {f) under section 16 ofthe Representatron of the People Act, 1950:in regard

\ 1951 with regard to the eligibility for belng amember of the'Leglslatlve Assembly

Conferment

of rights on

overseas
citizens ‘of
India.

Renunciation
of overseas
citizenship.

Cancellation
of registration
as overseas
citizen of
{ndia.

[
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~ (b) the overseas citizen of India has shown drsaffectlon towards the
2 ‘Constltutlon of Indla as by law establls :d or

. (c) the overseas cmzen of Indra has durmg any war in whlch Indra may be
~ engaged, unlawfully traded or communicated with my ¢ or been engaged in,
or associated with, any business or commercial activity that was to his knowledge
.- carried on in.such manner as to assist an enemy in that war or

" (d) the overseas oetlzen of India has, w1thm five years “after registration
. under sub-section () ofisection 7A. has been sentenced to lmprlsonment fora
' ,less than two years or. PRSI R :

the soverergnty and integrity

of Indla the securlty of Indla, frlendly relatlons of Indla w1th any forelgn country,

- or.in the interests. of the general publlc

(a) in sub-sectlon (1), the words “who is. also a cntlzen or. natronal of another
country” shall be omltted

(b) in the prov1so to sub sectlon (2) aﬂer the word “declaratron” the words “in
the prescrlbed form and manner” shall be mserted

(c) sub—sectlon (3) shall be. omltted

9. Insection 9.of the principal Act; in sub-section (2), for the word “person” the words
“citizen °n 0 a’f shall be substituted. . - e -

'may, w1thm thirty days frorn the (
.-such order:: ;o ,
Prov1ded that the Cenitral Government may/ cation aﬁer'the

f eXp iry ofthe said period of thirty days; ifitis satisfied thatthe applrcant was prevented
by sufﬁcnent eause from making the apphcatlon in time:

18 of 1969]
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" Provided further that an application for a review of an order passed in terms of

the provisions of section 14A shall be disposed of in the manner provided for in the

procedure as may be 1a1d down under clause (ia).of sub- sectlon (2) of section 18.

(2) On recelpt of an appllcatlon under sub-section (/), the Central Government
, shall make such order as. it deems ﬁt and the decision of the: Central Government on
“such review shall be ﬁnal ”, : Lo

14, In: sectlon 17 of the principal Act,— "~ L ; ’
(a) for the words SlX months the words “ﬁve years” shall be substltuted

(b) for the words “wrth fme” the words “with ﬁne wh1ch may extend to ﬂfty
thousand rupees” shall be substltuted Lo :

15. In section 18 of the prlnClpa]'A(?t’_ e

(?) in sub-section (2) —

ly i
“(aa) the form and manner in whlch a declaratron under sub-sectlon
() of sectlon 4 shall be made;” ~

(a) after clause (a), the following clause shall be inserted, nan

(b) after clause (i), the following clause shall be inserted, namelya

“(ia) the procedure to be followed in compulsory reglstratlon of the

cltlzens of Indla under sub-section (5) of section 14A;”

(i) in sub-sectlon (3) the following prov1so shall be mserted namely ‘— ,,

“Provided that any rule made in respect of a matter specxﬁe .in clause.(ia) .

. of sub-section (2) may provide that a breach thereof shall be pumshable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months or w1th ﬁne whlch
- may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both.”. ;

16. The First Schedule to the principal Act shall be omitted. o

'17. For the Second Schedule to the prmcnpal Act, the followmg Schedule shall be
: ,substltu’ \namel' ‘

“THE SECOND SCHEDULE
[See sections 5(2) and 6(2)]

"OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

k | .V S SOOR— do solemnly affirm (or swearj that I will bear true faith and allegiance

to.the Constitution of India as by law established, and that I will faithfully
observe the laws of Indra and fulfil my dutiesas a cntlzen of India”.

18. In the Thll‘d Schedule to the prmcnpal Act,—

(@)in the opening portion, the words ¢ ‘who is not a citizen of a country specified

in the First Schedule” shall be omrtted

(b)in clause ), for the words “he has renounced the crtlzenshrp of that country -

in accordance with the law therein in force in that behalf and has notified such
renunciation to the Central Govemment” the words “he undertakes to renounce the
crtlzenshrp of that country in the event of his applrcatlon for Indran crtlzenshrp being
accepted” shall be substltuted ' » »

Amendment
of section 17.
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of section-18.
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(c) in clause (a'), = .
* (4) for the words “twelve years” ‘the words “fourteen years” shall be
substrtuted S e L
(n) for. the words “mne years” the words “eleven years” shal] be
substltuted
(@) in the proviso, in clause (ii), for the words ‘;‘thlrteen y'ears”,the words “fifteen
S years” shall be substituted. :
 Insertion of 19! After the Th1rd Schedule to the prmmpal Act the follow1ng Schedule shall be
new Fourth 1nserted namely——( G
Schedule )
, “THE FOURTH SCHEDULE
, [See section 2(1)(gg)],1 R
1. Australia.
2, Canada.
3.Finland. -
C 4 France
5. Greece,
6. Ireland. ’
7. Isragl ¢
. 8. Italy,.

; 9, Netherlands

* 14' Sw1tzerland
15. _UnltedKlngdorn. e S T e e
16. United States of America,”.

Secy. to the Govt. of India,

_ T.K.VISWANATHAN; -



