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Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation.

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JU STICE
(Legislative Department) ‘

New Delht the 30th December, 201 1/Pausa 10, 1933 (Saka)

The followmg Act of Parliament received. the assent of the Pres1dent on the
" 30th December, 2011, and is hereby published for general information:—

THE CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS (REGULATION)
AMENDMENT ACT, 2011
 No.21or2011 |
- ' [30th December,2011.]

. An-Act further to amend the Cable Television Networks (Regulatzon) Act, 1995

Be 1t enacted by’ Parliament in the Sixty-second Year of the Republlc of India as
follows:— '

1. (I ) Th1s Act may be called the Cable Telev151on Networks (Regulatlon) Amendment
Act 2011.

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force on the 25th day of October, 2011

7 of 1995. -2, In section 2 of the Cable Television Networks (Regulat1on) Act 1995 (heremaﬁer

referred to as the principal Act),— .
© (4) for clause (aa), the following c]auses shall be substituted, namely S

“(ai) “Authorlty” ‘means the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India

- Short title and

commence-
ment.

Amendment

- of section 2.

“established under sub-section (/) of section 3 of:the Telecom: Regulatory "

24 of 1997. Authority of India Act, 1997;
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(aii) “Broadcaster” means a person or a group of persons or body
corporate or any orgamsatlon or body providing programmmg serv1ces and
mcludes hrs or its authorlsed dlstrlbutron agencles e

(azu) “cable operator means any person’ who provides cable service
through a cable television network or otherwise controls or is responsible for
the management and operatron of a cable telev1sron network and fulfils the
prescrrbed ellgrbrlrty cr1ter1a and conditions;’;

- (B) in clause (e), for sub clause (111), the followmg sub- clause shall be
substltuted namely —

“(m) a company as deﬁned in section 3 of the Compames Act, 1956;”
© after clause (e), the followmg clause shall be mserted namely —

‘(e) “post” means a post and includes a pole, tower, standard stay, strut,
cabinet, pillar or any above’ ground contrivance for carryrng, suspending or
supportmg any network mfrastructure fac1llty, ;

(D) inclause (g), in sub- clause (3), the words “through video cassette recorders
or video cassette players” shall be omltted '

(E) after clause (9, the followmg clause shall be inserted, namely —

‘(gz) “publlc authority” means any authorrty, body or mstltutron of local
self-govemment constrtuted or establlshed by or under~

(1) the Constrtutlon of Indla
(u) any law made by Parhament
(zu) any law made by a State Leglslature

(1v) any notlﬁcatlon 1ssued or order made by the approprlate
Govemment oo

and mcludes any— t
(v) body owned, controlled or. substantlally fmanced or
(w) non~govemmental orgamsatlon substant1ally fmanced
, dlrectly or mdrrectly by funds provrded by the approprlate Govemment
(F) mclause (h) aﬁer the words "_ d h' Act" th followmg shallbe 1nserted

namely — ; A
“within such local llmlts f Jurrsdlctlon as may be determmed by that
Govemment,”, o v
(G) in clause (z),
o (a) for the words “ a person the words any 1nd1v1dual or association of
md'vrduals or a co ”or body” shall be

su_ stltuted

~ shall be substrtute 1

Amendment - 3In sectlon~3 of the prmcxpal Act, the proviso shall be omitted.
of secuon 3 PoAm ik T D B AT Rl D B g T et
Substltutlon of 4. For section 4 of the principal Act, the following section shall be substituted,
new section ©  pame SRS S T A R B S S LA Y P R RN

for sectton 4 ‘

‘ Registration as o 4, u YAny person who is desrrous of operating or is opcratmg a cable television
network may apply for' reglstratlon or renewal of rcgrstra as a cable operator to
the regrstermg authonty o

1 of 1956.
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‘ (2) The cable operator shall fu]ﬁ] such ehgrbrlrty cr1ter1a and condrtrons as may
be prescrrbed and different e11g1b111ty criteria may be prescr1bed for different categories
of cable operators

: accompanred by such documents and fees as may be prescrrbed

&) On recerpt of the applrcat1on the registering author1ty shall satlsfy 1tse1f
that the applicant has furnished all the required information prescribed under sub-
section, (4) and on bemg S0 satrsﬁed register the appl1cant as a cable operator and
grant him a certrﬁcate of regrstratron or renew its reg1stratlon as the case may be,
subject to such terms and conditions as may be prescrrbed under sub section (6)

Provrded that the regrstermg author1ty may, if it is satlsﬁed that the appl1cant
does not fulfil the eligibility criteria and conditions prescrlbed under sub section,(2)
or the appl1catron is not accompanied by necessary documents or fees as prescr1bed
under sub-section (4), and for reasons to be recorded in wr1t1ng, by order refuse fo
grant its registration or renewal, as the case may be, and communicate the same to the
applrcant

Prov1ded further that the appllcant may prefer an appeal agamst the order of the
regrstermg authority refusing grant or renewal of registration to the Central
Govemment

E S ; %) Wrthout pre]ud1ce to the compllance of ellgrbrlrty criteria for regrstrauon of
o cable operators, the Central Govemment may prescribe, having regard to the interests
of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, frrendly relatrons
with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, fore1gn relation or contempt of
court, defamation or incitement to an offence, such terms and conditions of registration
mcludmg additional criteria or conditions to be fulﬁlled by the cable operator.

%) ’[‘he Central Government may_,l:, pend or revoke the regrstrat1on granted
under sub-section (5) if the cable operator violates one or .more of the terms and
conditions of such regrstrat1on

; Provided that no such order of suspensron or revocatron shall be made w1thout-
giving a reasonable opportunrty of bemg heard to the cable operator

5. For section 4A of the principal Act, the followrng sections shall be substrtuted Substitution
narnely _ . of new

: : B sections for

section 4A.

‘4A. (1) Where the Central Government is. satrsﬁed that 1t is, necessary inthe Transmission
public interest so to do it may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make it obligatory of
for every cable operator to transmit or re-transmit programmes of any channel in an f}:rofl:g;‘mes
encrypted form through a digital addressable system with effect from such date as digital
may be specified in the notification and drfferent dates may be specrﬁed for different  addressable
States, crtres towns or areas, as the case may be : : : systems, etc.

Prov1ded that the date specrﬂed in the notlﬁcatron shall not be earlrer than six
months from the date of jssue of such notification to enable the cable operators in
- different States, crtres ‘towns or areas to install the equ1pment requrred for the purposes
of th1s sub sectron ,
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(2) The Central Government may prescribe appropriate measures and take such
steps as it may consider necessary for implementation of the notification issued
under sub-sectlon . '

(3) If the Central Government is satisfied that it is necessary in the public
interest so to do, and if not otherwise spemﬁed by the Authority, it may direct the
Authority to specify, by notification in the Official Gazette, one or more free-to-air
channels to be included in the package of channels forming basic service tier and any
one or more such channels may be specified, in the notification, genre-wise for
providing a programme mix of entertainment, information, education and such other
programmes and fix the tariff for basic service tier which shall be offered by the cable
operators to the consumers and the consumer shall have the option to subscribe to
- any such tier: '

Prov1ded that the cable operator shall also offer the channels in the basic
service tier on a la carte basis to the subscriber at a tariff specified under this sub-
section.

" (4) The Central Government or the Authority may specify in the notification
referred to in sub=section (3) , the number of free-to-air channels to be included in the
package of channels forming basic service tier for the purposes of that sub-section
and different numbers may be specified for different States, cities, towns or areas, as
" the case may be.

(5) 1t shall be obligatory for every cable operator to publicise the prescribed

information including but not limited to subscription rates, standards of quality of

service and mechanism for redressal of subscribers' grievances in such manner and at
such periodic intervals as may be specified by the Central Government or the Authority
for the benefit of the subscriber.

(6) The cable operator shall not require any subscriber to have a receiver set of -

a particular type to receive 31gnals of cable television network:

Provided that the subscriber shall use a digital addressable system to be attached
to his receiver set for receiving programmes transmitted on any channel.

(7) Every cable operator shalt provide such informatjon relating to its cable
services and networks in such format and at such periodic intervals to the Central
Government or the State Governments or the Authority or their authorised
representatives, as may be specified by them from time to time.

(8) All actions taken by the Central Government or the Authority in pursuance
of the provisions of this section as they stood immediately before the 25th day of
October, 2011 shall continue to remain in force till such actions are modified as per the
provisions of this Act.

Explanation.—For the purposes of this section,— -

(a) “addressable system” means an electronic device (which includes
hardware and its associated software) or more than one electronic device put in
an integrated system through which signals of cable television network can be

sent in encrypted form, which can be decoded by the device or devices, having - ,

~ ‘anactivated Conditional Access System at the premises of the subscriber within
~the limits of authorisation made, through the Conditional Access System and

the subscriber management system;, on the explicit choice and request of such
- vsubscrlber by the cable operator to the.subscriber;

b “basic serv1ce tier” means a package of free-to-air channels to be

offered by a cable operator to a subscriber with an option to subscribe, for a’

single price to subscribers of the area in whlch his cable television network is
providing service;
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{c¢) “encrypted”, in respect of a signal of cable television network, means
the changing of such signal.in a systematic way so that the signal would be
unintelligible without use of an addressable system and the expression
"unencrypted" shall be construed accordingly;

(d) “free-to-air channel”, in respect of a cable television network, means
a channel for which no subscription fee is to be paid by the cable operator to
the broadcaster for its re-transmission on cable;

(e) “pay channel”, in respect of a cable television network, means a channel
for which subscription fees is to be paid to the broadcaster by the cable operator
and due authorisation needs to be taken from the broadcaster for its
re-transmission on cable;

(/) “subscriber management system” means a system or device which
stores the subscriber records and details with respect to name,.address and
other information regarding the hardware being utilised by the subscriber,

- channels or bouguets of channels_subscribed to by the subscriber, price of
such channels or bouquets of channels as defined in the system, the activation
or deactivation dates and time for any channel or bouquets of channels, a log of
all actions performed on a subscriber's record, invoices raised on each subscriber
and. the amounts paid or discount allowed to the subscriber for each billing
period. . '

4B. (/) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any cable operator entitled for  Right of way
providing cable services may, from time to time, lay and establish cables and erect for °"‘th° §
o
posts under, over, along; across, in or upon any immovable property vested in or pcpfr;iszginaiy
under the control or management of a public authority. : public

authority.

(2) Any public authority under whose control or management any immovable
property is vested may, on receipt of a request from a cable operator permit the cable
operator to do all or any of the following acts, namely:—

(a) to place and maintain underground cables or posts; and

(b) to enter on the property, from time to time, in order to place, examine,
repair, alter or remove such cables orposts.

_ (3) The facility of right of way under this section for laying underground cables,

. ‘ “and erecting posts, shall be available to all cable operators subject to the obligation

: of reinstatement or restoration of the property or payment of reinstatement or
restoration charges in respect thereof at the option of the publlc authority.

(4) When a public authority in public interest considers it necessary and
expedient that the underground cable or post placed by any cable operator under the
provisions of this section should be removed or shifted or its position altered, it may
require the cable operator to remove it or shift it or alter its position, as the case may
be, at its own cost in-the time frame indicated by the public authority.

(5) The Central Government may lay down appropriate guidelines to enable the
State Governments to put in place an appropriate mechanism for speedy clearance of
requests from cable operators for laying cables or erecting posts on any property
vested in, or under the control or management of, any public authority and for

- settlement of disputes,, 1ncludmg refusal of perrmssmn by the public authority.

(6) Any permlsslon granted by a public authority under this section may be

- given subject to such reasonable conditions as that public authority thinks fit to

impose as to the payment of any expenses, or time or mode of execution of any work,

.or as to any other matter connected with or related to any work undertaken by the
cable operator in exercise of those rlghts :
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, (7) Nothmg in thrs sectlon sha]l confer any rlght upon any cable operator other
than that of user for the purpose only of laymg underground cable or erecting posts
or ma1nta1n1ng them.’. :

6. For section § of the prmclpal Act, the followmg section shall be substltuted

namely —

“8 (1 ) The Central Government may, by notlﬂcatlon in the Ofﬁmal Gazette,
spec1fy the names of Doordarshan channels or the channels operated by or on behalf
of Parliament, to be mandatorlly carried by. the cable operators in their cable service
and the manner of receptlon and re- transmlssmn of such channels

Provrded that in areas where dlgltal addressable system has not been introduced
in accordance w1th the prov151ons of sub-sect1on (1) of section 4A, the notlﬁcatlon as

regards the prime band is concerned shall be llmlted to the carriage of two Doordarshan ‘

terrestrial channels and one reglonal language channel of the State in which the
network of the cable operator 1s located. :

(2 The channels referred to in sub- sectlon o)) shall be re-transmltted w1thout
any deletlon or alteratron of any programme transmitted on such channels

(3) Notwrthstandmg the provrsrons of sub sectron (D, any notlﬂcatlon issued
by the Central Govemment or the Prasar Bharti (Broadcastlng Corporatlon of India) in
pursuance of the prov1s1ons of sub- section (7}, prior to the 25th day of October, 2011
shall continue to remain in force till such notlﬁcatlons are resc1nded or amended, as

" the case may be.”

7. ln section 9 of the prlnclpal Act,—

(a) for the word "equlpment" at both the places where it occurs, the words
"equ1pment or d1g1tal addressable system" shall be substituted;

b) the proviso shall be omltted

8.In sectlon 10 of the principal Act, after the words "authorlsed telecommunlcatlon

systems the words ' and is in conform1ty with such standards relating to mterference as
may be prescnbed by the Central Government" shall be 1nserted

9. Aﬁer section 10 of the prmclpal Act, the followmg section shall be mserted namely:—

“10A. (1 ) Without prejudlce to the. prov151ons contalned in the Indlan Telegraph

Act, 1885 or any other law for the time being.in force, the Central Government or its
officers authorised by it or authorised agency shall have the right to inspect the cab le

network and services.

2) No prior permission or mtlmatlon shall be required to exercise the rlght of the
Central Govemment or its authorised representatlves to carry out such lnspectlon

(3) The 1nspectlon shall ordmarrly be camed out after glvm g reasonable notice

’except in cucumstances where grvmg of such anotice shall defeat the purpose of the
inspection.

C)) On beln g so dlrected by the Central Govemment orits authorrsed ofﬁcers or
agency so authorlsed byr it, the: cable operator shall prov1de the necessary equlpment
services and facﬂltles at des1gnated place or. places for lawful interception or continuous
monitoring of the cable service at its: own:cost by or under: the supervision of the
Central Government or its otﬁcers or agency s0 authorised by it.”.

13 of 1885,
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10. For sectlon 11 of the prmcrpal Act, the followmg sectron shall be substrtuted
namely A

“11.If any authorised ofﬁcer has reason to believe that the provisions of section 3,

. section 4A, section 5, section 6, section 8, section 9 or section 10 have been or are

being contravened by any cable operator, he may seize the equipment being used by
such cable operator for operatrng the cable televrsron network

Provrded that the seizure of equlpment in case of contravention of sectlons 5

and 6 shall be limited to the programmrng service prov1ded on the channel generated

at the level of the cable operator
11 In section 21 of the principal Act, for the words and figures “and the Consumer
68 of 1986. Prote lIOII Act, 19867, the fol]owrng shall be substituted, namely —
68 of 1986. ' “the Consumer Protection Act, 1986 and the Telecom Regulatory Authorlty of
24 of 1997. lndra Act, 1997” '
12 In section 22 of the prmclpal Act, in sub-section (2),—
Q) for clause (a), the following clause shall be substituted, namely —

“(a) the eligibility criteria for drfferent categorres of cable operators under
sub-section (2) of section 4;” .

(u) for clause (aa) the followrng clause shall be substituted, namely —

“(aa) the form of apphcatlon documents to be accompanied and the fees
»payable under sub-section (4) of section 4;”

: (m) for clause (aaa) the followmg clause shall be substituted, namely:—

“(aaa) the terms and conditions of registration under sub-section (6) of
section 4;7;

(zv) after clause (aaa), the foI]owmg clause shall be inserted, namely —

(aaaa) the appropriate measures under sub sectlon (2) of section 4A for
1mplementatron of the notrf cation under sub- sectron (]) of that sectron

(v) after clause (@), the followmg clause shall be inserted, namely:—

“(da) the specifications of interference standards for interfering with any
telecommumcatron system under section 10;”,

Ord. 3 of 2011, 13 (1) The Cable Television Networks (Regulatron) Amendment Ordmance 2011is

hereby repealed

) Notwnhstandmg such repeal, anything done or any action taken under the principal
Act, as amended by the said Ordinance, shall be deemed to have been done or taken under
the correspondmg provrslons of the pr1nc1pa] Act, as amended by this Act '

V.K BHASIN,
Secy. to the Govt. of India
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